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We’ve got you covered with the most advanced 
hunting shirt and pants we have ever created! These 
high-tech, iightweight ciothes wiil stretch and move 
with you through the field on your toughest hunts. 
Moisture-wicking and fast-drying capability allows 
all-day comfort when the temperatures rise. With 
improved fit and function, thanks to the adjustable 
waist band in the pants and the vented back in the 
shirt, you’ll be ready for whatever’s thrown your way. 
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This Is Our Land 

SPORTSMEN NEED TO SPEAK UP NOW TO STOP A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE FUTURE OF OUR SPORTS 



Anthony Licata, Editor-in- Chief 
anthony. licata@fieldandstream. com 
@anthonylicata 


This Could 
Be You 

A successful elk 
hunter on public 
land in Montana. 


CAN’T HELP BUT THINK that if Theodore Roosevelt could see the 
current scam being peddled to American sportsmen he’d be fighting mad. 

I’m talking about the proposal to transfer ownership of federal lands to 
states. Make no mistake: This will lead to a loss of access to some of the 
country’s best hunting and fishing grounds, mean fewer opportunities for 
millions of sportsmen, and decimate the contribution that hunting and 
fishing make to our national economy. It will seriously threaten the North American model 
of wildlife management, which is based on the idea that wildlife belongs to the people, that 
hunters are the best way to manage our game populations, and that the ability to hunt, fish, 
and camp on public lands is the right of every American, not just those with deep pockets. 

Simply put, state treasuries cannot afford to manage these lands. In 2012 alone, the feds 
spent $700 million just fighting forest fires. We can get a hint of the likely solution by 
looking at the places under consideration for transfer: only lands with high-dollar view- 
scapes or some extractive value like minerals, crops, or timber. These game-rich areas that 
currently belong to all of us will be developed or sold to large corporations, degrading crit- 
ical habitat and locking out millions of sportsmen. 

Over 70 percent of Western sportsmen hunt on public lands. Access to places to hunt is 
routinely cited as one of the big challenges 
hunters face, so the loss of public land will 
be devastating to the future of our sports. 

Through my job I’ve been able to hunt 
some great private hunting properties. 

I’ve also hunted in Europe, where with- 
out adequate amounts of public land, 
hunting is almost exclusively a rich man’s 
sport. But honestly my most memorable 
hunts have been on spectacular public 
land in the West, open to anyone with a 
license and the ambition to explore. 

The good news is there are a lot of 
sportsmen in this country, and when we 
speak together, our public servants listen. 

Already rallies of sportsmen in states like 
Montana are having a big impact. And a 
coalition of conservation groups, hunter’s 
rights organizations, and outdoor recrea- 
tion companies are joining together to 
battle this threat. Please visit sportsmens 
access.org and sign the petition to let our 
lawmakers know that hunters and anglers 
matter. TR would be proud. 


COflTIIBUTOR/ 



“You don't need to have 
played in the NFL to 
cover footbal I, and you 
don't need to have run 
f o r off i ce to re p o rt o n 
politics, but ifyou don't 
fish a lot, the audience is 
going to cal I you on it," 
says editor-at-large and 
FlyTalk blogger Kirk 
Deeter (p. 38). He strives 
to put a line out at least 
150 days a year, mostly on 
the Arkansas, Colorado, 
and South Platte Rivers. 



“I used to pore overlap's 
Tips in my grandfather's 
collection of F8<S issues,” 
says photographer Peter 
Frank Edwards, who 
caught snapper and grou- 
per alongside Islamorada 
legend Richard Stanczyk 
in between shots for 
“How I Fish” (p. 60). Ed- 
wards splits his time be- 
tween Maine and Charles- 
ton, S.C., where he's a 
contributing photogra- 
pher for Garden & Gun. 
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> PHOTOGRAPHER: BILL BUCKLEY 
^LOCATION: ALMA, GA. 





^ Clint George, a lieutenant colo- 
nel in the U.S. Army, scaled the 
side of this grain bin to get a bet- 
ter vantage point on a group of 
nearly two dozen turkeys— 
including six mature gobblers and 
eight jakes — about 400 yards 
away on a southeast Georgia farm 
last spring. "IVe always been de- 
ployed duringturkey season, so it 
was my first time visiting the 


property where my buddies have 
permission to hunt,” George says. 
“We drove by these birds, but the 
grass was so tall that we could 
only see their heads, so I got the 
idea to crawl up the tower’s lad- 
der and get a good look at them.” 
The birds disappeared into the 
treeline that day, and it rained for 
the next 24 hours, but George and 
his friend Jimmy Hall took down 


two of the gobblers not far from 
the grain bin on the following 
morning. “Jimmy worked his 
magic on a box call, a slate, and 
two mouth calls. Two toms came 
out of the trees and right in to our 
decoys — a strutter and two hens. 
They flared up and started strut- 
ting at 100 yards, and again at 50, 
but we were patient and dropped 
them both at 30.” — KRISTYN BRADY 
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DIGGING INTO 
THE PAST 
Cheers seems 
too feeble a 
compliment on 
your “Great 
Family Stories.” 
All the yarns 
stirred deep 
emotions, but 
Phil Bourjaily’s 
piece exhumed 
sentiments I’d 
deposited under 
decades of 
missed 

opportunities. 

Frank R. Baner, 
Powell, Wyo. 


GREAT AND POWERFUL 

As a young boy, I was fervent 
about fishing, hunting, and trap- 
ping, so I read every outdoor mag- 
azine that I could get my hands 
on, with F&S being my absolute 
favorite. Your Feb. 2015 issue has 
reignited that spark and conjured 
up the ghosts of Ted Trueblood, 
Robert Ruark, and Ed Zern. 
Thank you for that. 

Rick Cypher, Thornton, Colo. 

1 read with interest each of the 
“Great Family Stories,” and I saw 
myself in many of them. My own 
experience hasn’t been as tragic as 
Phil Bourjaily’s, but it has been 
just as funny as Dave Hurteau’s. 

T. Edward Nickens’s piece has me 
looking forward to spending more 
time in the great outdoors with my 
young grandchildren. 

Mike Guillot, Alex City, Ala. 


Phil Bourjaily’s story about “Dad’s 
Gun” truly hit home for me, and I 
feel that he and I share a bond that 
goes beyond hunting. My dad did 
not have hobbies (what he most 
liked to do was travel on business), 
and he took me hunting, for 
pheasants, exactly once. I made a 
long shot on a lone rooster and had 
it mounted some 40 years ago. It 
will always be “Dad’s pheasant” in 
my mind. It’s really all that I have 
to remember him by. 

Charles Maye, Austin, Texas 

“Dad’s Gun” is a true piece of lit- 
erature — it spoke directly to my 
heart. The gun that was passed 
along to me is a post-’64 Win- 
chester Model 94 in .30/30. Every 
time I open my safe, I have the 
urge to restore and refinish it. 
Unfortunately, I cannot erase the 
scratches that were placed by the 


previous owner, my dad, but a 
cleaning might do us both some 
good. Thank you for reminding 
me that hearts can never be re- 
paired by words left unsaid. 

Mike Morris, 
Rochester Hills, Mich. 

BROTHER DEAREST 

Having read Bill Heavey’s ac- 
count of his childhood with his 
“brother” David E. Petzal in 
“Sibling Riflery” (A Sportsman’s 
Life), I must assume that he 
would find it great sport to poke 
at sleeping bears with a sharp 
stick. Instead of an apple, I would 
have handed Bill an acorn and in- 
creased the yardage a bit. 

Rick Pinter, Phillips, Wis. 

Thanks for making me laugh at 
the thought of Petzal as an indig- 
nant child. Let’s hope he allows 
Heavey to use him as writing fod- 
der for a bit longer, before smiting 
him from Mount Petzal. 

Steven Ready, Papillion, Neb. 

DAVID E. PETZAL RESPONDS: Bill 
Heavey is a hissing and a byword. 
He is the small dust of the balance. 
Like most of what he writes, that 
chunk of drivel was total fabrication. 
My actual brother and 1 spent our 
childhoods sending each other to the 
emergency ward on an alternating 
basis. Heavey would not have sur- 
vived more than a few weeks. 

STANDING 0/U 

Great review of over/unders for 
less than $1,000 (Field Test). I bet 
that young first- time gun buyers 
will especially appreciate it. The 
Stevens 555 is a particularly good 
deal for someone looking to buy a 



Speaker 

System 

To amplify 
your ^nt 
call, remove 
and recycle 
the bottom of 
a soda bottle. 
Line up the 
mouth of the 
bottle with 
the end of 
your call to 
forma 
makeshift 
megaphone. 

Dominic Estey, 
Graysville, Ind. 

If yourtip is chosen, 
well send you a new 
Buck 102 Woodsman 
knife and sheath. 
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first-rate new o/u for the price of a 
used pump or autoloader. 

Mark- 1 , viafieldandstream.com 

HERE’S THE KICKER 

I feel compelled to say amen in 
response to David E. Petzal’s 
“Down Load” and “The Recoil 
Hater’s Guide to the Universe” 
(Rifles). After trying several dif- 
ferent heavy-kicking cartridges, I 
settled on the .257 Roberts more 
than 30 years ago. Besides being 
a dependable deer dropper, the 
cartridge has a high fun factor. 

It’s rewarding to handload and 
enjoyable to practice with. 

George Kromrey, Sullivan, Mo. 

Thank you for affirming what I 
have been telling the skeptics for 
years: You don’t need to take the 
beating of a big round to kill most 
North American game. I use a 


.243 Win. for mule deer, ante- 
lope, and whitetails, and I’ve 
never been undergunned. If a 
man wants to use a .300 Win. 
Mag. to do the same, that’s fine. 
It’s his shoulder to bruise. 

Luis Lozada, Fairborn, Ohio 

THEY KNOW THE DRILL 

Mark Modoski says he’s carved 
countless holes with a hand auger 
(“Ice and Easy,” Sportsman’s 
Notebook), and I’ve drilled a lot 
of holes by hand, too. I com- 
pletely agree that a 6 -inch auger 
(I use a Mora) is way better than 
an 8-inch for the vast majority of 
pike and walleye fishing. 

johnmn, 
viafieldandstream. com 

No gas auger? Here are my four 
tips for using a hand auger: (i) 

Go back to the store, (2) return 


the hand auger, (3) purchase a 
power auger — gas, electric, pro- 
pane, drill conversion — it doesn’t 
matter which, and (4) let ’er rip. 

kleinSSO, 
via fieldandstream. com 

DOG HUNTER’S DOGHOUSE 

I’ve never been coyote hunting, 
but Ben Romans’s “Snow Dogs” 
(The Season) has given me the 
bug. I just planned a hunt with 
a buddy to get a coyote off his 
property. That’ll give me one 
more opportunity to be in the 
woods, so, Ben, I apologize 
ahead of time if you ever receive 
a rude letter from my wife. 

ARbowhunter, 
via fieldandstream. com 

HOLD YOUR FIRE 

Petzal might want to go a bit 
easier on Tom Selleck (Ask Pet- 


zal) despite his appearance in 
the worst gun-related movie 
scene ever. He is certainly better 
than anyone else coming out of 
Hollywood — kind of like reach- 
ing into a lo-ton manure 
spreader and pulling out a gold 
ring. Just be happy it is there. 

Ed Fry, via e-mail 

HIS LIGHTBULB JUST WENT OFF 

My living room has two end ta- 
bles begging for outdoor-themed 
lamps, and I like the idea behind 
using a Euro skull mount (“Head 
Lamp,” Sportsman’s Notebook), 
but I don’t care for the antler- 
shed base. I’d go with a simple 
walnut disk to hide the cord bet- 
ter. I’d probably opt for a post 
made from a chunk of an old gun 
barrel, rather than an arrow shaft. 

Ontario Honker, 
viafieldandstream. com 
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More reasons to love America's favorite reel. 


The /im Zebco 33® family. T''" 

' Learn more at zebco.com. 





The 2015 Field & Stream-Outdoor Life 
Deer & Turkey Expos are coming to the 
heart of deer & turkey country! 


Gear up for hunting season at 

THIS UPCOMING EVENT 



WEB SERIES 


GET YOUR SHOTS 

A whole new season of MM kicks off in the Keys 


April 10-12 


• Hundreds of exhibit booths 
with products for saie 

• Outdoor Lifelrophy Big 
Game Contests 

• How-To Hunting Seminars 



FOR DETAILS & DISCOUNTED 
ADVANCE TICKETS GO TO 


T WOULDN’T be fishing 
season without all the hard- 
core tactics, punk rock 
tunes, and on-the-road an- 
tics of Fishing editor Joe 
Cermele’s original Web series. Hook Shots, 
and this month marks not only the Season 
7 premiere but also the show’s 50th epi- 
sode. To honor the occasion, the original 
crew — Cermele, Capt. Eric Kerber, and 
F&S editor-in-chief Anthony Licata — 
ditched the Northeast for sun, fun, fish, 
and beer in the Florida Keys. Go to field 
andstream.com/hookshots to check out 
what the boys were up to while the rest of 
us were shoveling a couple feet of snow. 

Next, head over to Facebook and like 
the new Hook Shots page to fill your news 
feed with never-before-seen outtakes, ex- 
tras, giveaways, and fly-tying videos. Cer- 
mele, Kerber, and some of your favorite 
guest anglers from past seasons will share 
the new gear they’re stoked about, the vi- 



ral clips they’re watching, and the buzz 
from their local waters. They’d love to hear 
from you, share your photos and videos, 
and send you some swag. Join the party at 
facehook. com/fshookshots. 
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Fishing stories that start with, “ holy sh.. 

Our 50 years of innovation has helped us perfect what really matters — amplifying 
the thrill of human experience. Our ChromaPop™ lenses are the most advanced 
polarized lenses in the world, shown here in the Dockside. See true color and razor 
sharp definition, wherever the river takes you. 


The experience is everything.™ 
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When Mother 
Nature adds a big 
pinch of salt to 
your home river, 
you’d better 
come prepared 
ByJoeGermele 
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O Y BUDDY Jim Fee saw 
the first striped bass from 
the front casting deck. The 
fish went maybe 27 inches and paid 
us little mind as the pontoons of my 
raft drifted above its back in 3 feet of 
water. In the last quarter mile of our 
float, we’d seen channel catfish, short- 
nose sturgeon, and a fat smallmouth 
crashing bait near the bank. At first, 
the striper was just another species 
checked off, something cool to see. 
But then we spotted another, and an- 
other. In the blink of an eye, we were 
in a blitz. On all sides, clouds of terri- 
fied herring flashed silver and purple 
as bass surged in for the kill. 

I know this stretch of the Delaware 
River intimately. We were only a few 
miles above the tideline but well over 
40 from the salt front. In summer, this 
is smallmouth water — a mix of slack 
holes, flats, and giant boulders; you 
can wade from Jersey to Pennsylvania 
in most places. The high-rise office 
buildings in distant Trenton look the 
same now, but the river is a different 
place in April. Running high and cold, 
it’s a pipeline to the ocean. Anyone 
who fishes coastal rivers from Maine 
to Georgia understands the magic 
window in spring when anadromous 
species move up and mix with resident 
fish — and that it doesn’t last long. 

Earlier that morning. Fee and I had 
been anchored at the edge of a mid- 
river eddy, swinging for American 
shad, another oceanic migrant that 
makes a massive spawning run up the 
undammed Delaware this month. 
They don’t eat now, but they’ll smack 
a shad dart or flutter spoon flashed in 
their faces — and when they do, you’ve 
got a serious light-tackle challenge on 
your hands (see “Shad Hacks,” p. 40). 
Shad have paper-thin mouths that 
tear very easily, so the trick to han- 
dling their fast runs and athletic leaps 
is keeping your drag set light. Of the 
12 we’d hooked, half made it to the 
net, including a 6-pound personal 
best for Fee. Shad had been the plan 
from the outset, so as I rowed down- 
stream toward the takeout, we were 
totally satisfied with our day. Until 
we saw the stripers. 



• Plan A 


TOO LITTLE, TOO LIGHT 

We hadn’t planned on the bass, and 
now we had a big problem. All we’d 
brought were light spinning rods, 
and some of these stripers were push- 
ing 40 inches. Given the clear water 
and bright sun, we didn’t expect to 
see stripers at this time of day, but 
there were at least 15 in eyeshot, and 
more kept appearing as the current 
pulled us downstream. Despite being 
undergunned. Fee tied on an 8-inch 
plug — one of three I happened to have 
in my bag — and made a short lob. 
Four bass charged the bait, fighting 


over it, until one finally 
committed. The reel’s 
drag screamed for just a 
couple of seconds be- 
fore the soft rod caused 
the hook to pop loose. 

I dropped the oars 
and fired one of the 
other plugs, splashing it 
down near the bank. On 
the second twitch, a 
bass jumped all over it, 
leaving a 3 -foot hole in 
the surface. The fish 
surged upriver, pushing 
a school of herring 
ahead of him, and then 
came unglued. Our rods 
just didn’t have enough 
backbone to sink the 
hooks; the line wasn’t heavy enough to 
crank down the drags. I tried dropping 
the anchor to keep us in the action, but 
it wouldn’t catch on the small cobble- 
stones. The river was too fast. 

Slipping away, with so many fish 
around us, we turned frantic. I jumped 
on the oars, trying to back-row. Fee 
fired a long bomb to a far-off cluster of 
boulders, and we watched stripers 
charge out from behind every one to 
take a swipe at the lure as it passed. 
He came tight again but lost the fish 
after a few headshakes. Then all of a 
sudden, as fast as we’d come into the 
fray, we drifted right out of it. No mat- 
ter how hard I rowed, we kept sliding 
downriver, so I maneuvered us over to 
the river bank. 

Parked there for a minute, I shook 
my head. Two nights prior, another 
friend and I had floated this same 
stretch with beefy saltwater spinning 
rigs loaded with 30-pound braid. Our 
metal-lip swimmers. Bomber Long As, 
and lo-inch Hogy lures dangled from 
30 -pound fluorocarbon leaders. We’d 
caught nothing that night, and this 
morning I had eyed that gear leaning in 
a corner of the garage, wondering if I 
should take it, just in case. Hours later. 
I’d have given anything for one of those 
rods. Somehow, I’d forgotten the one 
ironclad rule on coastal rivers in spring: 
Be ready for anything. 

“All we can do is drag the raft back 
up and take the drift again,” I told 
Fee, knowing it would be a tough 
half-mile trek — and that we probably 
still wouldn’t land anything. He didn’t 
even think about it. 

“Let’s do it,” he said, jumping out 
and grabbing the front lean bar. “We’re 
here now, the bass are here now, and 
in a few weeks they’ll all be gone.” "(S 


Jim Fee, with a 
Delaware River 
American shad. 



Fee fired a long 
cast to a far-off 
cluster of 
boulders, and 
we watched 
stripers charge 
out from 
behind every 
one to take 
a swipe at 
the lure. 




GET REALISTIC 

When herring run up coastal 
rivers, they become the primary 
forage for everything from mi- 
gratory stripers to resident wall- 
eyes and smallmouths. Problem 
is, it’s illegal to possess live her- 
ring on many rivers, and when 
schools ofthebaitfish get thick, 
foolinggamefish on artificials 
can be tough. So go early in the 
run, before the river is pulsing 
with herring, and use plugs that 
match them as closely as possi- 
ble. You know that triple-jointed 
bait with the holographic eyes 
and photorealistic scale pattern 
you scoffed at in the shop? Like 
the LiveTarget Blueback Herring 
shown here ($19; livetarget 
lures.com)? Now is the time to 
put it into play. — J.C. 
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WE ALL WANT MORE PERFORMANCE. And now you can get it 

with a K&N® high-flow air filter, designed to increase horsepower with 
up to 50% more airflow. Order yours online, spend five minutes under 
the hood and you’re good to go. 


SUPERIOR AIRFLOW. SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE. 


KNFILTERS.COM | 800-858-3333 




Still have a deer roast in your freezer from last season? 
Here’s a delicious reason to thaw it By Jonathan Miles 



POSOLE (pronounced poh-SOH-lay) is a Mexican stew tliat dates baclc centuries. 
It’s traditionally made by simmering pork with chiles and hominy (hulled com 
kernels) , but adding venison to the pot lends the stew a richer and more vibrant 
character. The chef and cookbook writer David Tanis calls for a combination 
of pork shoulder and pork belly in his fantastic recipe for posole, which we’ve 
adapted here by swapping in venison for the shoulder but retaining the unctuous 
pork belly. If you can’t find belly, just use some fatty pork shoulder. Dried hominy 
is widely available in the Latin section of supermarkets; if canned is your only 
option, however, drain and rinse it and add during the final half hour of cooking. 
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1 Drain the soaked hominy 
and put it into a Dutch oven 
or large soup pot. Cover with 
water and bring to a boil. Let 
simmer briskly for 1 hour. 

2 While the hominy is cook- 
ing, toast the dried chiles 
by placing them in a cast-iron 
skillet over high heat and shak- 
ingand turningthem until 
slightly charred and fragrant. 
Slit the chiles lengthwise with 
a knife (you may want to wear 
gloves) and remove and discard 
the seeds and stems. Place the 
chiles in a saucepan with 4 cups 


of water and simmer for 30 
minutes. Let cool. Transfer the 
chiles to a blender and puree 
to a smooth paste, adding just 
enough of the cooking water so 
the puree has the consistency 
of a milkshake. 


3 Generously season the pork 
belly and venison with salt 
and pepper. When the hominy 
has cooked for 1 hour, add the 
meats, onion, garlic, bay leaf, 
and cumin. Add enough water 
to cover by 2 inches and return 
to a simmer. Simmer over low 
heat, uncovered, for about 


3 hours, occasionally skimming 
fat from the surface and adding 
more water as needed. Test the 
meat for doneness; it will be 
very tender. The hominy will be 
soft but still chewy. 

4 Stir in the chile puree and 
simmer for an additional 
10 minutes. 

5 To serve, ladle the stew into 
bowls, and allow guests to 
garnish their bowls with the 
chopped white onions, cilantro, 
and lime wedges. 

Serves 8 to 10 



OLE FASHIONED 

A dark Mexican beer, such as Negra Modelo, would be good company here. Or bust out 
theaged tequila for a cocktail called a Oaxaca Old Fashioned. Here’s howto mix one: 

Stir together iy2 oz. of reposado tequila, V2 oz. of mezcal, a dash or two of Angos- 
tura bitters, and a teaspoon of agave nectar (or simple syrup) with ice, and garnish 
with an orange peel. — J.M. 


INGREDIENTS 

2 lb. venison, cut into 
iVa-inch chunks 

1V2 lb. dried hominy 
(posole), soaked 
overnight in cold water 

3 oz. dried red New 
Mexico chiles 

2 lb. fresh pork belly, cut 
into lYz-inch chunks 

1 large yellow onion, 
peeled and halved 

1 Tbsp. chopped garlic 

1 bay leaf 

2 tsp. ground cumin 


Salt and freshly ground 
pepper, to taste 

2 cups finely diced white 
onion, soaked in ice 
water, for garnish 

Lime wedges and 
chopped cilantro, 
for garnish 
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RIFLES 


ON MISSING 

What matters isn’t whether you whiff but 
how you handle it when you do By David E.Petzal 



I VERYONE MISSES. I can 
tell you, in excruciating detail, 
about every one of my agoniz- 
ing whiffs, even though some go back 
nearly 50 years. The hits, except for a 
very few, have lost their vivid colors. 

If you want the true measure of a 
man’s character, watch what happens 
when he misses a big shot, not what 
happens when he hits. 


LEADSLINGERS 

In Wyoming, I watched a nitwit fire 
19 rounds at a yearling antelope buck 
standing a shade over 100 yards away. 
He did this out of a truck window and 
seemed to think the whole thing was hi- 
larious. The antelope succumbed to the 
law of averages on the 19th shot. 

In Zambia, I watched a Greek 
hunter, who was one of the handsomest 
men I’ve ever seen, and who had a 
blonde girlfriend who was even better 
looking, try to sight in a Holland & 
Holland .375 H&H. Shooting over a 
table, he couldn’t hit paper at 100 yards. 
I stopped counting the boxes of ammo 
he went through at six. Then I concen- 
trated on ogling the girlfriend. Finally it 
got too noisy, and I wandered down to 
the Luangwa River to listen to the 
hippos fart, which was nearly as loud. 

All of this was fairly benign. Some- 
times it isn’t. In northeastern New 
Mexico, I heard a fusillade that would 
have fit in at the Battle of Antietam. I 
walked up a hill to find a hunter and his 
guide surrounded by spent .338 cases. 
They’d lucked into a bull that the guide 
swore would make Boone and Crock- 
ett, but the hunter had opened up when 
the animal was way out of range and hit 
him in the guts with the first shot. 

Humped in agony, the bull shuffled 
away, with the hunter still flinging lead. 
He took 19 shots — there’s that number 
again — without another hit. The hunter 
posted a reward of $10,000 for anyone 
who came in with the antlers, but no 
dice. The elk had vanished. 

I hunted with a man in Africa who 
should not have carried a rifle. He was a 
tormented soul, a combination of poor 



I stopped 
counting the 
boxes of ammo 
he went 
through at six. 
Finaiiyitgot 
too noisy, and i 
wandered 
down to the 
Luangwa River 
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hippos fart. 


physical condition, uncontrollable 
nerves, and absent hand-eye coordina- 
tion. He could not hit anything, and he 
whined about it constantly, blaming his 
rifle, the trackers, the game, and the 
professional hunter. This last was a mis- 
take, as our PH was a nice enough guy 
but took no crap from man or beast. 

“Tom,” he said sweetly, “probably it 
is your rifle. Why don’t you take a rest 
over that termite hill and see if it’s 
sighted in?” 

Tom got a good, steady rest over what 
was actually a live safari ant mound and 
fired. A moment passed. Then an ex- 
pression of horror came over his face. 
He shrieked, and ran off into the Afri- 
can sunset, tearing off his shirt and 
slapping at the little fiends, waves of fat 
billowing in the fading orange light. 

MISSING, THE JOKE 

A rancher I knew in eastern Montana 
used missing as a source of cowboy 
humor. Periodically, he’d host an East- 
erner who would be unhinged by the 
distances, and by the experience of 
seeing more than one deer a week. For 
these folks he reserved a special treat. 

At the bottom of a dark coulee, the 
rancher would set up a 50-gallon oil 
drum, over which he’d throw a ratty gray 
blanket. At one end of the drum, he’d 
affix a moth-eaten mule deer mount. 
Under the blanket, he’d place a couple 
of sticks of dynamite and blasting caps. 

After his pilgrim had missed a couple 
of easy shots on real deer and was suffi- 
ciently demoralized, the rancher would 
wait until nearly last light and come to a 
skidding halt in sight of the bogus deer. 

“Look,” he would bellow, “down in 
that coulee, that’s the biggest damn 
deer I’ve ever seen! Shoot him! Shoot!” 

The pilgrim, nearly in heart-attack 
mode, would see something that 
vaguely looked like a deer down in the 
gloom and fire at it. 

“You missed! Shoot again!” 

The pilgrim would, and there were 
two ways this could end. If nothing 
happened the rancher would say 
simply, “Gee, he sure was a nice deer,” 



and drive away with a hunter who was 
deeply in shock. Or the poor nimrod 
would hit a blasting cap, bringing a 
flash, a thunderclap, and a rain of dirt, 
causing the rancher to comment: 

“Boy, you sure nailed him.” 

OFF-TARGET EXEMPLARS 

I belong to a club that competes in mul- 
tiple shooting and casting events. In the 
’50s, ’60s, and ’70s, we had a member 
who excelled in every discipline. He was 
not only the all-around best but was a 
model of sportsmanship. I’ll tell you that 
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his name was Dave George, because he 
should be remembered. 

On one occasion, Dave missed a sheet 
target, which he knew would cost him a 
championship. His exact words, which 
have since passed into legend, were “Oh 
dear, that’s going to be very costly.” (By 
comparison, I know of one sheet shooter 
who in the same situation hurled his Midas 
Grade Browning into the Caribbean.) 

At a rifle event, where he was dead cer- 
tain for a victory, he missed a whole string 
of shots and lost. Dave did not miss whole 
strings of shots, so he checked his rifle. 


Some jealous bastard had twirled the dials 
on his scope as it stood in the rack. 

Dave could have gone to the rules com- 
mittee, and gotten to shoot again — such 
was his reputation for honesty. But he 
didn’t. He never even mentioned the inci- 
dent, and it’s known today only because 
onlookers pieced things together. 

A friend of mine suffered from a long 
run of bad shooting. He either missed 
deer or hit them poorly, and it went on for 
several seasons. He never complained or 
made excuses. He would track until the 
blood and the hope ran out, and he’d take 


his teasing like a man — until it got so bad 
that the ribbing stopped. 

Then he took a shot that looked like a 
repeat of the rest. It took half a dozen 
expert trackers to find the buck, but when 
they finally did, it was a monster. My 
friend was ecstatic — and we were more 
so. I’ve never seen a camp so happy at 
someone else’s success. 

Missing happens. But in doing so we 
reveal to the world what we really are. You 
can lose a championship or an animal, but 
by your conduct you can gain something 
much more important. © 
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SHOTGUNS 


IN WITH THE NEW 

We may love older shotguns, but 
modern models beat them handily 

By Phil Bourjaily 


EW GUNS ARE LIKE modern 
cars. They are designed on com- 
puters, built by machines, and 
have less steel and more plastic than their 
predecessors. They lack individuality and 
character. My black-synthetic-stocked Be- 
retta 3901 semiauto waterfowl gun is the 
firearms equivalent of my Honda CRV: 
Put the gun in a rack at duck camp, or the 
car in a crowded parking lot, and Td be 
hard-pressed to pick out either one from all 
the others. But both are trouble-free, they 
pollute less (the Beretta runs on steel), and 
with minimal care they will run forever. 

So you give up some aesthetics with 
most new guns. What do you get in return? 
Choke tubes, 3- and 3%-inch chambers, 
any-load capability, steel compatibility, 
softer recoil pads, easily alterable stock 
length, light weight, chambers that don’t 
rust — the list goes on and on. 

Then there’s reliability: A few years ago 
I shot a Browning Silver semiauto without 
cleaning it to see how long it would run. 
After 1,500 rounds it had some trouble cy- 
cling very light %-ounce target loads. Try 
doing that with an old semiauto. 

COMPUTERIZED CRAFTSMANSHIP 

The new Benelli 828U exemplifies this 
new age of shotguns, and not merely be- 
cause its name reads like a vanity plate. 
Benelli’s first-ever over/under, the 828 U is 
most definitely not your father’s Super- 
posed. It’s a fresh, 21st-century take on the 
o/u, long on new ideas and nontraditional 
materials, short on Old World handcrafts- 
manship. Benelli guns are designed by en- 
gineers on computers, built by machines, 
assembled and packed by humans, and 
then warehoused by a robot forklift. 

“We don’t build Benellis here,” says 


Benelli’s Andrea Luini. “We clone them.” 

Indeed, some of the world’s best guns, 
from English Purdeys to Italian Fabbris to 
America’s own Connecticut Shotgun 
Manufacturing guns, are now made by 
computer-numerical-controlled machinery 
up to the final fit and finish, which is then 
done by highly skilled craftsmen. 

Cost savings is another benefit. The tight 
tolerances to which Benelli’s machines 
work means no hand fitting is needed on 
the 828 U, which is unheard of with break- 
action guns. Even barrel regulation (adjust- 
ing both barrels to shoot to the same point 
of impact) is no longer required. While the 
828U isn’t cheap at $2,500, it would cost 
more if those steps were necessary. More- 
over, all parts are completely interchange- 
able, so you’ll be able to buy extra barrels 
without having them fitted to your gun. 

The 828U, like so many modern guns, 
makes use of nontraditional materials. An 
aluminum-alloy receiver and a carbon-fiber 
rib keep its weight under 7 pounds in 
12 gauge (a polymer recoil reduction system 
in the stock offsets the recoil of heavy 
loads). About $1.29 worth of plastic shims 
enable you to tailor the gun’s fit through a 
wide range of dimensions instead of paying 
hundreds for a gunsmith’s stock work. 

Last fall, I found it carried and pointed 
as well as or better than many traditional 
o/u’s I have hunted with. I even think its 
futuristic lines are handsome. 

That said. I’m always pleased when I 
see slight overruns in the checkering on a 
new gun — a sign it was done by imperfect 
human hands, not infallible machines. 
The real truth is, I like them all, new guns 
and old, but if what you want in a shotgun 
is practicality, efficiency, and versatility in 
the field, it’s time to send in the clones. © 


TEACH YOUR OFF SlOE TO SHOOT 

I have only had to shoot one turkey from my off-side shoulder (for me, the right), but the day a silent 
bird came in from the left, I was glad I had practiced the shot. It’s difficult, if not impossible, to scoot 
yourself around so you can shoot with your dominant hand without spooking a bird. If you use an 
optic, you’ll be able to shoot with both eyes open; otherwise, close your dominant eye. Use field 
loads when you practice because turkey-load recoil is bad enough on the side you’re accustomed to 
shootingfrom,and horrendous when you try switch-hitting. — P.B. 



Contemporary 

Classic 


Benelli’s 828U 
has cryogenically 
smoothed bores, 
and adjustable 
drop, cast, and 
comb height. 
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CATCH THE DRIFT 
Ifyourtripfalls on a week- 
end, swing on in to the 
Drifter Cookshack & 
Bunkhouse (highplains 
homestead. com) north- 
west of Crawford for a 
cowboy steak cookout 
held every Friday and Sat- 
urday night. Surrounded 
by rugged badlands, the 
Cookshack and nearby 
Dirty Creek Saloon also 
have cold beer on hand. 


HIGH POINT 

Allofthisground is eas- 
ier to cover if you start 
from a high spot and 
workyour way down. The 
Forest Service cabin at 
Summit Ridge Lookout 
(recreation.gov) is about 
as high— 6,096 feet— 
as you can get. It’s also a 
stone’s throw from the 
Wyoming border, giving 
you the option of hunting 
the east or west each day. 


GUT CHECK 
You’re goingto burn a 
lot of calories hunting 
these gobblers, so swing 
by Donna’s Main Street 
Diner in Newcastle, Wyo., 
for heaping portions of 
delicious comfort food 
at great prices. I highly 
recommend the oat- 
meal pancakes at break- 
fast, and a “big and thick” 
burger and hand-cut fries 
for lunch. 


RUN THE RIDGE 
Forget the notion that 
Nebraska is flat. The Pine 
Ridge region is studded 
with buttes just as steep, if 
not as tall, as any found in 
the Black Hills. It also has 
200,000 acres of public 
land, much of it primetur- 
key habitat. Fort Robin- 
son State Park (outdoor 
nebraska.gov) near Craw- 
ford, Neb., has cabins and 
soldier’s barracks for rent. 


BURNING CURVE 
A 2012 forest fire con- 
centrated birds onto 
Pine Ridge’s unburned 
areas. While parts of the 
Ponderosa WMA got 
scorched, some surround- 
ing lands went untouched. 
Expect hunting pressure 
early in the season, but by 
mid Maythe woods should 
be silent— save for lonely 
toms’ gobbles thundering 
through the pines. 


UP AND RUNNING 
Heading west out of Rapid 
City, S.D., take a left off 
I-90 2 miles before you 
hitthe Wyoming border. 
Here, Bob Spiers of Crow 
Creek Wildlife (605- 
642-2523) will give you an 
initiation into chasingtur- 
keys in the Black Hills. And 
I do mean chasing. While 
Merriam’s can be easy to 
call, they’re the track stars 
I oftheturkeywoods. 



ESCAPES 


MERRIAM’S MARATHON 

Plot a long- weekend road trip hunt- 
ing toms in the high plains By David Draper 



SPRING ROAD TRIP is a bucket-list 
adventure for many turkey hunters, and 
South Dakota’s Black Hills have long 
been a popular destination for those wishing to 
tag a Merriam’s. The region’s same dark ridges — 
and burgeoning turkey populations — extend into 
Wyoming and Nebraska. With a little planning, 
you can chase white-tipped gobblers (on the 
cheap) in all three states over a long weekend. ® 


Illustration by KATHERINE BAXTER 


FIELDANDSTREAM.COM | 29 










S C I ID F F I H E 




David E. 
Petzal 

answers 

your 

questions 
about guns, 
shooting, 
hunting, 
and life 


A lot of my friends play hunting and 
fishing video games. What do you think 
of these types of games? 

-ZACHARY ZWIEBEL, LIMA, OHIO 


A I I ve seen very few, but the ones I 
■ have tried are as idiotic as just 
about every other form of amusement 
that comes up on a screen. It’s much 
better to actually hunt and fish than it 
is to play a video game. The degree to 
which our young folks stare into 
screens borders on the psychotic. 


Q . As a former soldier and now a 
■ machinist, I am OCD about 
things being ‘'dress right dress’" 
and holding tight tolerances. Am I 
crazy for trying to get the scope - 
ring gaps exactly the same all the 
way around? It drives me nuts if 
they look the slightest bit askew. 

-TIM SIPES, MARSHALL, TEXAS 

A I You want all the scope-ring 
■ screws to be equally tight, or 
you’ll torque the scope clockwise or 
counterclockwise and your vertical 


crosshair will tilt. So yes, it makes 
sense to have the ring gaps as close to 
equal as you can get them without go- 
ing nuts about it. But perfectly equal? 
As big a waste of time as hunting and 
fishing video games. 


Q . Will the AR trend end soon, or 
■ will American rifles continue 
to evolve off that platform? 

-JOHN M. THORPE, CHICO, CALIE. 

■ ARs are the wave of the future. 

■ The AR stock is form following 
function. ARs kick less. ARs use small 
cartridges, which are cheaper to buy. 
ARs can be customized at home with- 
out a diploma from a gunsmith school. 
ARs kick less. Their only disadvantage 
is the need for a somewhat high level of 
maintenance compared with a bolt ac- 
tion, but I think you’ll see that dimin- 
ish over time. And they kick less. 



Q . I have read that the Ruger 
■ M 77 has a slightly oversize 
bore and is therefore less accu- 
rate, and good only for shots in- 
side 200 yards. Is this true? 

-KEVIN WATTS, METAMORA, ILL. 

A I In a word, no. How could a ma- 
■ jor rifle maker stay competitive if 
it used substandard barrels? Ruger 
has used a number of barrel suppliers 
over the years, and some of them have 
been less wonderful than others, but 
others have been very good indeed. I 
have shot some very accurate Myys. 


Q . How much longer will hunt- 
■ ers be shooting lead bullets? 

-R.G. JONES, LOGAN, W.VA. 

A I Probably a good many years. 

■ Right now, there is nothing I 
know of that can compete with lead 
both in ballistic properties or cost (the 
latter is the key factor). I do think that 
the use of lead will be curtailed more 
and more as time goes on, but I don’t 
see it disappearing anytime soon. 


Q , I’m 14 years old, and I got 
■ $100 in cash for my birthday. 
I want to spend it all on a really 
good deer hunting knife. What do 
you recommend? -jason wilkes, 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 

A I I suggest that you go to ragweed 
■ forge.com and look at Helle 
knives, which are made in Norway, 
have laminated stainless blades, and 
sell in the $75 to $130 range. For a 
hunting knife, I don’t know of any- 
thing better. Ragweed Forge itself is a 
hoot — very frank, honest evaluations 
of what the knives will and won’t do. 

If you’d like me to suggest a model, I 
nominate the Helle Viking. ® 


GOT A QUESTION FOR OUR RIFLES EDITOR? 


Send it to askpetzal@fieldandstream.com. We cannot guarantee polite answers to all questions. 


30 I FIELD & STREAM | APRIL 2015 


Illustration by MARK MATCHO 






SUZAN GEORGE (BURRIS) 


c Rin r FI • E ^ 


Advertisement 


CONSERVATION 


HEROES OF CONSERVATION 

Volunteers improving wetlands, native trout 
habitat, and an iconic Western stream By Kristyn Brady 


o 



NURTURING WETLANDS 

SANDY BURRIS 

SANDUSKY, OHIO 

As president of the Friends 
of Magee Marsh, Burris helps 
raise funds and organize vol- 
unteers to improve and 
maintain its namesake wet- 
land, a critical 1,800-acre 
stopover for waterfowl on 
the southern shore of Lake 
Erie. Originally a private 
hunting property,the marsh 
now provides duck and deer 
hunting, trapping, and ice 
fishing opportunities to the 
public. Burris and her group 
are responsible for imple- 
menting a $300,000 renova- 
tion of the boardwalkthat 
protects the integrity of the 
marsh and provides access 
for anglers, trappers, and 
others. They also remove in- 
vasive garlic mustard plants 
that prevent the growth of 
native browse. “With only 30 
active volunteers, I’m really 
proud of what we’ve been 
able to do so far,” says Burris. 


e 



BOOSTING HABITAT 

EDDIE KOGHMAN 

DENVER, COLO. 

Kochman has spent the last 
year advocatingfor the es- 
tablishment of minimum 
stream flows and lake-level 
requirements by the Colo- 
rado Water Conservation 
Board to permanently pro- 
tect fish and habitat on seven 
streams and two lakes in the 
Pike-San Isabel National For- 
est. If the measure is carried 
out, green back cutthroat 
trout — athreatened native 
species — can be introduced 
into some of these areas. 
Kochman was also instru- 
mental in urgingthe Bureau 
of Land Management to 
committo an analysis of the 
impacts of energy develop- 
ment on 282,000 acres of 
wildlife habitat. “I hunt elk, 
mule deer, and antelope on 
BLM landsthataresubjectto 
drillinginthefuture,sol was 
privileged to play a role in 
that process.” 


o 



TENDING A WATERWAY 

MARY VAN FLEET 

ISLAND PARK, IDAHO 

Van Fleet helped found the 
first Idaho Master Natural- 
ists chapter in 2007, and has 
led thegroup in partnering 
with state agencies and 
sportsmen’s groups on 
stream restoration projects, 
fence repairs, and willow 
plantings benefitingthe 
Henrys Fork of the Snake 
River. She has worked with 
landowners to keep cattle 
out of areas along Sheridan 
Creek, an important feeder 
stream, and has helped with 
Idaho Fish and Game’s mi- 
gratory waterfowl counts on 
H e n rys Lake d u ri ng eve ry 
month of open water since 
2008. “I volunteer because 
the Henrys Fork is a very spe- 
cial place,” says Van Fleet, 
who’s been fishing since she 
was5yearsold.“lfyou love 
living here, it’s natural to feel 
responsible for its wildlife 
and world-class fishery.” 


TELL US YOUR STORY! 


Nominate yourself or a friend as a 
Hero of Conservation. Projects 
featured here receive a $500 grant. 


THE 

NEXT 

BIG 

THING 


Range365.com 

(coming April 2015 ) 
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HOLD THE box call paddle like I’d 
grasp a newborn’s tiny hand — gently, 
between the knuckles of my first and 
second finger. “You don’t have to bear down 
hard,” Tony Quarino tells me. “There’s plenty 
of turkey in there. You just have to let it out.” 

I give the paddle a full swing, raking the 
bottom across the rounded edges of the side- 
wall rails, and there she is: 

TEE-awk, TEE-awk, YEE-awk. 

Those first three notes sound sweet and 
pure. But then the angle goes wrong, or I’m 
using too much pressure, because what comes 
next is more squawk than yelp, a yowling 
shriek that would send any gobbler scram- 
bling for cover. 

I’ve never been even a decent turkey caller, 
but I aim to change that this spring. And the 
way I see it, a fine way to learn how to get a 
turkey call out of a piece of wood is to watch 
an artist put the turkey call into the wood. 
Quarino has been making box calls for 13 
years, and he’s won a slew of awards. Plastic 
bins in his North Carolina woodshop are 
stuffed with ribbons and trophies. He de- 
scribes call making as “an addiction.” He 
lives just three hours from my house, and one 
afternoon before the spring opener, he invited 
me over to watch him work. 

I stick like a late-spring tick to the Jersey 
transplant for the better part of a morning. 
Quarino is making a box call with a sound 
box carved from one solid piece of wood. All 


of his power tools — circular saw, table saw, 
band saw, belt sander — are on wheels, and 
Quarino rolls them in and out of place with 
practiced grace. He chisels out the sound box 
checkering by hand. In an hour, he’s turned a 
plank of butternut into the basic outlines of a 
turkey call. 

We walk over to a drill press with a tilting 
slide vise, which enables him to vary the angle 
and depth of the call’s sidewalls. “Now things 
get serious,” he says through gritted teeth. 

The art and alchemy of making a call reside 
in the geometry of the box’s walls and sound 
chamber; how the wood grain on top of the 
rails meets the wood grain on the underside of 
the paddle; and how friction between them 
vibrates the call’s checkered sides. As Qua- 
rino drills out the inside of the sound box, tiny 
corkscrews of butternut worm out of the bit, 
sucked into the maw of a Shop-Vac hose that 


Blow the Lid Off * 
These three box calls 
were crafted by noted 
turkey-call maker 
Tony Quarino. 


is zip-tied to the drill press. 

“Everything that’s not a turkey,” Quarino 
says, “take it out.” He fine-tunes the box call’s 
walls with a straight knife, sands out the box 
channel, and then lightly rounds the rails. 
Almost done. 

The paddle is affixed with a brass screw 
and a spring made of piano wire. He tunes the 
call with sandpaper, rounding the rails just a 
tad more. “You can make just about every 
turkey sound with a box call,” he says, run- 
ning through yelps, clucks, putts, purrs, and 
cackles, his head canted to the side to catch 
the subtleties of each note. He nods apprecia- 
tively. “They’re all in there.” 

Now I have to learn how to get them out. 

TEST RUN 

Coaxing a love-starved yelp from a box call 
requires “just the right amount” of three ele- 


THE TOTAL OUTDOORSMAN 


THINK INSIDE 
THE BOX 

An expert turkey- call 
maker reveals the 
intricacies of releasing 
the most perfect yelp 
By T. Edward Nickens 
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ments, Quarino says: pressure, speed, and 
swing. First, don’t stop the paddle stroke 
short. “Give the paddle a full swing,” he in- 
structs after I chop at the box call like I’m slic- 
ing potatoes. “And never lift the paddle off the 
call.” The most critical aspect of the yelp, he 
says, is the rollover — when the note breaks in 
tone between the TEE and the awk. “You get 
the right rollover when you work the whole 
call in one motion.” 

Frustrated, I give it another try. “That’s 
better,” Quarino says. “But you’re trying too 
hard.” He takes the call from my hands, turns 
it nearly vertical, and with a single finger and 
gravity, teases out a hen yelp that is dripping 
with ardor. It reminds me of the time I 
watched Lefty Kreh cast 6 o feet of fly line 
with just half a rod. A shotgun that swings 
well, a finely balanced ax — often it’s a matter 
of getting out of the way and letting a fine tool 
do its job. 

To putt, Quarino demonstrates, you wrap 
one hand around the call and use that thumb 
to hold the paddle against the rail, then pop 
the paddle gently with the fingers of the other 
hand. To purr, Quarino holds the call hori- 
zontal, and uses the heel of his right hand to 
edge the paddle ever so gently across the side 


of the box, lifting it sharply at the end. When 
I point out that I’ve seen other callers purr by 
holding the paddle between their thumb and 
forefinger, Quarino nods. 

“I know, me too, and that’s what I’m 
saying,” he explains. “I can’t do it like that, 
but a box call is such a personal thing. You 
have to find the ways that work for you.” 

On the drive home, the very call Quarino 
made rides in the passenger seat — a shiny 
new toy begging for attention. I pull over to 
the emergency lane twice to play with it. Back 
at home, I run the call over and over, and it’s a 
little bit miraculous, really, that a piece of 
dead tree can produce one of the liveliest 
sounds in the woods. Still, I can’t help won- 


dering what a slight adjustment might do. It 
may be heresy to monkey with a custom call, 
but one thing’s for sure: I don’t know any 
better. So I turn the paddle screw counter- 
clockwise maybe a quarter turn. That moves 
the meeting point of paddle and box maybe 
^32 inch. Or maybe I’m just imagining that. 
But it sounds a little different now. A little 
closer to a turkey, perhaps — like this hen’s in 
the bar and wouldn’t mind a little company. 

I think of Quarino back in his shop, head 
cocked, listening to call after call, finding the 
turkey in the wood. I think he’d approve of 
my tinkering. I give it another series of yelps, 
and there she is. 

It’s my call now. © 



TIP OF THE MONTH 


DRY A WET HEN 

If your call takes a soaking, moisture can raise the grain on the 
call’s rails and paddle. After the call is thoroughly dry, examine it 
closely under a bright light to see where grain might have lifted. 
Take it down using fine 220- or 240-grit sandpaper and apply 
very light pressure. “You don’t want to alter the shape of the 
radius,” Quarino explains, “so just barely smooth out the burrs, 
and reapply chalk.” — T.E.N. 



CIGARS 


First-Class 
Premium Cigar Sampler 

Swim to the sunny shores of Cigars International, the biggest, 
bestest cigar retailer on the planet. Whether you’re new to 
cigars, a grizzled old vet, or a certified cigar lunatic, 
sleep peacefully knowing you’ve found your 
ultimate one-stop-shop for all things cigars. The 
world’s largest selection of premium handmade 
cigars at the planet’s lowest prices, delivered fast 
and fresh. That’s our guarantee. 

Includes 1 each of : Rocky Patel • Torano • Felipe Gregorio 
Nestor Miranda • Cuba Libre • 5 Vegas • J. Fuego • Alec Bradley 


1 - 888 - 244-2790 

4 mention code SA501 

www.CigarsIntl.com/SA501 

You must enter complete web address for special offer 


JiOD A TKAVBL 
HUMIDOR ov 

Perfect for: 

• Golf - fits in or attaches to your golf bag 

• Fishing — airtight and it floats 

• Hunting - lightweight and durable 


CIGARS 

INTERNATIONAL 
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GEAR SMARTS EXPERTS FLY SHOP TACTICS TIPS SKILLS 


^ Beach Party 
Turkeys often strut 
on open stretches 
of lake or reservoir 
shorelines. 


Warm up the outboard, throw the 
lines, and start your public-land 
gobbler quest at the reservoir boat 
launch By Phil Bourjaily 
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B The shorelines of America’s reservoirs offer thousands of acres of public 
turkey woods, and the best way to hunt them is by boat. A water ap- 
proach not only saves you legwork, but it can also help you get the drop on a 
giant gobbler. Here’s the game plan from launch to taking the shot. 



HIGH GROUND 

Get above and 
behind birds to cut 
off mainland access 


^ EARLY BIRD 

Owl-hoot to 
prompt gobbles 
in the morning. 


ARK ARC 

When you strike 
a bird, swing wide 
before beaching. 


SHORE SHOT 


Run dawn patrol, call often, and storm the beach 


2 I WORK THE WATER Get 


3 I PREPARE FOR LANDING 


1 I GET A VIEW Study aerial 
photos of nearshore topogra- 
phy to locate potential strut 
zones, such as log landings, 
agricultural fields, and flats 
along wooded ridges. Some 
reservoirs have open areas 
where gravel roads were cut 
off when the reservoir was 
filled, and they also make great 
strutting areas. Be familiar with 
the public area’s boundaries. 



on the water before dawn, and 
drift while owl hooting and 
listening during prime gob- 
bling time. Later, from 9 A.M. 
to 1 P.M., cover as much water 
as you can, trying to strike a 
bird. Nose into coves and blow 
a crow call, then yelp and cutt 
to prompt a gobble. Look for 
turkeys, too. They often strut 
along bare shorelines. 


When you strike a bird, motor 
into a cove, beach the boat 
quietly, and climb above and 
behind the turkey to cut him 
off from the mainland. Call 
and be patient. If you see birds 
traveling along the shore, get 
ahead of them around a bend, 
and beach the boat. Loop back, 
set up in the timber, and call, 
or just wait in ambush. 


LIQUID ASSETS 

Top gear for a water- 
bound turkey hunt 



MEOPTA MEOPRO HD 

Is that a hen, a gobbler, or a 
stump? A good binocular lets 
you spot birds from a distance 
without alarming them. This 
pair in 8x32 features 'Twilight 
optimized optics’" for high light 
transmission early in the morn- 
ing, when birds are active. $748; 
meoptasportsoptics. com 



QUAKER BOY 
ROAD WARRIOR 

At T/ inches long, this box call 
is almost too big to carry in the 
woods, but it’s perfect to keep 
on the console. That’s because 
it’s loud, broadcasting long 
distances to pry gobbles out of 
faraway reservoir toms. $70; 
quakerboy.com 



MUCK EDGEWATER HI 

Rubber boots are a neces- 
sity for hunting by boat. This 
Muck Boot’s neoprene upper 
makes it much lighter than an 
all-rubber boot, and it wears 
extremely well. $120; muck 
bootcompany. com 


Illustration by JASON SCHNEIDER 
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Easy on the Juice 

A traditional knife gives you 
a better feel for bone struc- 
ture and how shallow or deep 
to cut. Once you can achieve 
perfect fillets by hand, you 
L can graduate to an 
electric knife. 


FISH LENGTH 

5"toio" # 
io"toi5" - 
15" to 25" 
25^1040" 
40"+ 


BLADE LENGTH 


LOOK FOR THESE KEY FEATURES 
WHEN PICKING YOUR NEXT 
FILLET KNIFE > By M.D. Johnson 


^ Minnesota guide Tom Neus- 
trom has filleted thousands 
of fresh- and saltwater fish in his 
36 -year career. He carefully con- 
siders handle design, blade length, 
and blade flex to select the perfect 
cutter for a given species. Follow 
his advice, and you’ll never hack , 
up a walleye or crappie again. 


Nothing is more important than how a blade 
flexes, says Neustrom. Flex allows you to 
work along backbones and over ribs without 
unintentionally cutting either. Most of the 
work, he says, is done with the blade's wider 
half, so you typically want a knife with 15 to 
20 percent flex (bend) close to the handle. 
The tip should flex well, too, because it's 
used forthe more delicate skinning. 


A wood handle looks great, but a composite 
or rubberized handle provides a surer grip 
with wet, slippery hands. What Neustrom 
cares about even more is the handle's shape. 


A notch for your index finger or a guard on 
the hilt at the base of the blade helps ensure 
your hand doesn't slip up toward the blade. 


These features also improve knife control, 
so you'll make fewer mistakes. 



TIP OF THE (SNAP) CAP 

1 1 Loading Curve For new shoot- 
ers, the mechanics of loading a 
firearm and working the action 
can be daunting. Use snap caps 
to work through the steps be- 
fore fumbling with live rounds 
in the field. 


Use dummy rounds for more than dry- firing 

2 1 Flinch Test When target shoot- 
ing, have a buddy load one snap 
cap into the magazine with your 
live ammo. When the firing pin 
falls on the dummy round,you'll 
know immediately just how 
badlyyou flinch. 


I Action Check I f yo u're t h i n ki ng 
about purchasing a used long 
gun, work snap caps through 
the action to make sure that 
they feed properly and the 
ejectors are in good shape. 

—T. EDWARD NICKENS 
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RAPALA (KNIFE) 


BRIAN GROSSENBACHER 
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EXPERTS 


ADJUST YOUR 
PRE-SHOT ROU 
TINE TO BUST 
MORE CLAYS 

> By Chip Gross 


B it you simply walk up to a sporting clays station and call “pull,” 
you’re already one step behind. By employing a consistent, de- 
tailed routine that starts before a target ever flies, you’ll bust more 
birds, whether it’s in competition or at the ham shoot at your hunt- 
ing club. Here’s what to do. 



Point Taken 

Many shooters, especially 
those new to sporting 
clays, get confused about 
where to point the muzzle 
when calling for a target. 
The first thingyou should 
do on the station is ask to 
see a trial target. At first, 
the clay appears as a blur, 
butyour eyes quickly 
focus on the bird and it 
suddenly becomes clear. 
That focal transition point 
should be where you point 
the shotgun when youYe 
callingfor a target. 



Mind Games 

\ Withyour hold point set, 

I takeyour cheek off the 

I stock and turn your head 
I and eyes halfway back to 
: the trap. Call for another 
I target to shoot. Find the 
[ bird with your eyes before I 
: beginningyour gun swing. 

; Concentrate on the lead- 
: ing edge of the target. 

' Confidence is the key, so 
I be determined to make 
\ the shot, not just take it. 

: The lattertellsyour mind 
I you might miss; the former 
: suggests you'll connect. 



Ten-Second Rule 

Chris Wilkoski of the U.S.A. 
Junior National Shooting 
Team told me that if you 
look down for any reason 
on the firing line — say to 
load your shotgun — it will 
take at least io seconds for 
your eyes to fully refocus 
downrange. So learn to 
load your shotgun by feel, 
or if you do look down in- 
advertently, once you raise 
your head again, slowly 
count to 10 before calling 
for a target. That will give 
your eyes time to readjust. 



CELEBRATING 
50 EPISODES! 


Follow Fishing editor Joe 
Cermele as he finds the best 
fishing action and coolest 
local fishing cultures across 
the U.S. 


Check out our Facebook page 
to watch never-before-seen 
clips from previous seasons! 


facebook.com/fshookshots 


fieldandstream.com/hookshots 


Brought to you by: 
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FLY SHOP 


MULTITASKING TIES 


BUGS THAT PULL DOUBLE DUTY IN THE EARLY SEASON > By Kirk Deeter 


Guides hear it all the time: If you could use just 
one fly what would it be? There is no single right 
answer, but in March and April you can cover a lot of 
water with bugs that have more than one kind of al- 


lure. These pre-runoff flies mimic more than one food 
source and trigger reaction bites, too. Three pros from 
the Rocky Mountain region tell us which double- and 
triple-threat patterns they bank on now. 


“At this time of year, the one fly I never 
leave home without is a red wire worm, and 
I usually fish it with a Pheasant Tail drop- 
per,” says Tim Linehan, owner of Linehan 
Outfitting (fishmontana.com) in Troy, 
Mont., who fishes big water like the Koote- 
nai, as well as small streams. “Ifs heavy, so it 
gets the dropper down fast and is as much a 
part of the rig as it is a worm. Ifs an attrac- 
tor, too. The fish love it right now.” 


Jeramie Prineof Dunoir Fishing Adven- 
tures (dunoirfishing.com) in Lander, Wyo., 
chooses a Firebead Soft Hackle Sowbug for 
Western tailwaters. “Because of the bright 
head, it doubles as an attractor or even an 
egg fly. Trout are at least going to look at it,” 
he says. “At this time of year, we typically 
fish below the surface. When this pattern 
drifts near a fish in perfect sync with the 
current, it will get eaten.” 


Photograph by RALPH SMITH 




THE MADE-YOU-LOOK MIDGE 


For John Perizzolo (sweetwatersaddlery. 
com), a guide on the upper Colorado River, 
annelids are a reliable early-season draw for 
trout. “I throw a pattern I designed called a 
Pearl Zombie Midge,” he says. “Midges are 
the main active insects on the river, and this 
looks like a midge emerger, but it also copies 
!/4-inch gray annelids out there. And because 
if s made with Krystal Flash and a black gun- 
metal glass bead, ifs an attractor too.” 
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TACTICS 


SPOON A TROUT 


FIND THE SWEET SPOT, MOVE IN CLOSE, 
AND FINESSE A METAL SLAB TO SCORE 
MORE TROUT HOOKUPS > By WiURyan 


Like fins on a Chevy or a ball game broadcast over a scratchy 
transistor radio, trout fishing with spoons seems like something 
from a bygone era. Truth is, this method is as lethal now as it was in the 
old days. In April, chubs and shiners are spawning in streams across 
the country, and the biggest trout in the system are gobbling them up. 


11 FLUTTER EFFECT 

the bottom 

Spoons shine in 

where the big 

stretches where 

fish hold. Pause 

dead wood or 

the retrieve any 

boulders ere- 

time the spoon 

ate mid-river 

knocks off a 

hiding places. 

rock or moves 

Cast quartering 

into a slack spot. 

upstream and 

The fluttering 

retrieve slightly 

stop-and-go 

faster than the 

motion mim- 

flow. This will 

ics an injured 

get the lure rid- 

baitfish trying to 

ing just above 

right itself. 

21 MAKE IHE GUI 

as close to the 

Trophy brown 

bank's edge as 

trout love to 

possible. Make 

tuck beneath 

sure you don't 

undercut banks. 

cast a shadow 

and a spoon is 

on the water. 

perfectforpull- 

Big trout often 

ingthemout. 

slam the spoon 

Creep into po- 

on the drop, so 

sition over the 

you should have 

deepest part of 

one hand ready 

the undercut 

to flip the bail 

pool, and verti- 

closed as the 

cally jig a spoon 

lure falls. 

3IHANG1IME 

spot. This is a 

Ifyou can't get in 

deadly tactic 

a good position 

if the hole has 

downstream of 

a ceiling, such 

a hole, set up di- 

as a logjam or 

rectly upstream 

root sweeper. 

of it, disengage 

Once the spoon 

your reel's anti- 

reaches depth. 

reverse, and 

keep your tip 

back-reel the 

low and let the 

spoon into the 

lure hang in the 

current, letting 

current for a 

it flutter down 

minute before 

into the sweet 

retrieving. 




Back-reel the spoon 
downcurrent to 
holes with a ceiling. 



Get the Scoop Don't be fooled by modern 
holograms and titanium; classic spoons like the 
Dardevie, Little Cleo, Phoebe, and Thomas Buoy- 
ant (left) are my go-tos. I prefer predominantly 
silver finishes in clear water, and gold if there's 


some tannic stain. Quarter-ounce spoons are 
great in all water conditions, but if the stream's 
running high, don't be afraid to scale up in size, 
weight, or both. Likewise, drop down in low 
water or on streams small enough to hop across. 


Illustration by ROBERT L. PRINCE 
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Double Down 
Darts are effective, 
but tandem rigs 
catch more shad. 


llTiH 

QUAnUAPI/Q GAME TO THE NEXT LEVEL 

uflHU flHuIVu WITH A PAIR OF TANDEM RIGS > By /oecermele 


B Shad may be little more than catfish bait in some parts of the country, but on 
the East Coast, migrating American shad offer light-tackle and fly anglers seri- 
ous spring sport. Flutter spoons and chenille shad bugs are go -to weapons for spin 
and fly anglers, respectively, but both produce even better when another lure takes 
the lead. So try these juiced-up rigs. 



LIP SERVICE 

Rennove the hooks fronn a nnetallic-finish diving crank- 
bait and tie a 25-inch piece of 8-pound fluorocarbon to 
the rear eye. Next, tie aflutter spoon to the tag end of 
the fluoro. The crankbait will take this rigfarther than a 
single dart, and the lure will pull theflutter spoon down 
toward the bottom when it digs into the current. This is 
advantageous on sunny days when light-sensitive shad 
hugthe riverbed. The crankbait acts as an attractor, 
and itswobblegives more life to the trailing spoon. 



DEPTH CHARGING 

To up the ante when flyfishingfor shad, start by 
connectinga 24-inch heavy-grain sink tip to the end 
of yo u r f I oat i ng I i n e. Attac h a 7-foot sXleadertothe 
sink tip, and tie on an epoxy spoon fly. From the bend 
in the hook, run a 15- to 18-inch piece of leader, and 
tie on your favorite shad fly. The sink tip will get this 
double rig down quickly, and onceyour line starts to 
swing in the current, the spoon fly will ramp up visual 
appeafwhilegivingtherearflyamoreerraticaction. 


Tricks for digging 
up arrowheads 


Idaho native Dave 
Fountain has been 
tracking down primi- 
tive arrowheads for 
more than 40 years. 
Checkyour local reg- 
ulations, and follow 
his tips for rookies. 

Heave Ho Spring 
is the best time to 
look, says Fountain. 
“Farmers working 
the ground or the 
winter frost heave 
could bring arrow- 
heads to the surface.” 

Go Native “Focus 
on ridgetops above 
m aj o r wat e rway s” — 
common areas for 
tribes to camp — “and 
feeder creeks,” he 
says. “Ridges running 
east to west are the 
most productive, but 
you'd have to ask the 
tribes why that is.” 

Scan for Contrast 

“Look for a straight 
line — the edge of a 
head — or a differ- 
ence in color — gray, 
reddish, or black — 
that stands out 
against the soil. Find 
a lot of chips and 
flakes, and you'll find 
an arrowhead.” 

— M.D. Johnson 
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SKILLS 


WHITEWATER WADING 

SIX KEYS TO FORDING WILD WATER DURING 
THE SPRING RUNOFF ByNtckHays 


^ 

' ■ 


Upright Citizens 
Don’t go it alone; 
balance better 
with a buddy. 


Open Up 

Cross at the widest point; this 
area tends to be shallower and less 
turbulent. 

Spot Snarls 

Keep an eye out for strainers — 
fallen trees or bushes that can entrap 
you beneath the water's surface — 
and never cross upstream of one. 
Crossing just downstream may grant 
you a brief reprieve from the current. 

Mind Your Middle 

Determining depth can be difficult, 
so use a trekking pole or makeshift 
wading stick as a gauge and for sup- 
port. If the water level nears your 
waist before you reach the center 
of the river, turn back and find an 
alternate route. 

Prep Your Pack 

Before you cross, unbuckle your 
backpack, wear it on your front, and 


be ready to get rid of it before it can 
fill with water should you get dunked. 
I tie a long loop of lanyard to my pack 
so I can grab it if it drifts away from 
me, but it isn't attached to my body. 

Do the Shuffle 

Point your hips upstream and 
shuffle-step sideways. Take small, 
manageable steps and make sure 
that one foot is solidly underneath 
you before picking up the other. 

Arm Yourself 

If you're with a buddy, cross the 
river together. Link arms for better 
balance. If there are three of you, 
huddle up in a triangle with the 
heaviest man downstream, grasping 
one another's shoulders. The two 
men on the upstream side of the 
triangle should angle themselves so 
neither has the current directly at 
his back. When in doubt, choose an 
alternate path. 


HAYS, A FORMER NAVY SEAL, SAYS: 


Three legs (yours and a wading stick) 
are better than two, four legs are better than three, and six legs practically 
make a chorus line, butyoullget across safely. 
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SAVE TIME 

24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or Pay a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 

www.fieldandstream.com/cs 









A SHORT RIDE on asmall plane 
can take you to some of the 
quietest — and best — fishing camps in 
the world, where the closest neighbor 
could be a curious bear or calling loon, 
and the setting is gorgeous from every 
casting angle. One thingyou won't en- 
counter is fishing pressure. Fly-in an- 
glers are often the only ones on the 
water, which meansyouYe targeting 
fish that have seen very few, if any, 
lures or flies. Getting to the destina- 
tions listed here may be more expen- 
sive— and intensive— than a drive to 
the local lake, but in an increasingly 
noisy world, findingthis kind of soli- 
tude is priceless. — D.D. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA; 
LOWER DEAN RIVER LODGE 

■ Just 8 miles from the 
salt, this newly rebuilt 
lodge (lowerdean. 
com) offers access to 
fresh-from-the-sea 
steelhead from June to 
October. Later in sum- 
mer, cohos and chi- 
nooks compete for 
your attention. 


ALASKA: FISH GREEK 
CABIN 

■ This spot is one of 
Southeast Alaska's 
best D.I.Y. fishing 
camps for both fresh- 
and saltwater anglers. 
Fish upthecreekfor 
steelhead and Dolly 
Varden, or venture out 
into the Thorne Arm to 
target halibut, rock- 
fish, and salmon. 

ALASKA: ITALIC RIVER 
CABIN 

■ This little Forest 
Service A-frame (visit 
recreation.gov for res- 


ervations) sits just 
V4mile up from the 
mouth of the Middle 
Italio River — a prime lo- 
cation for a big run of 
silver salmon starting 
in mid September. You 
can book a flight with 
Yakutat Coastal Airlines 
(flyyca.com). 

FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

ALASKA: RAPIDS 
CAMP LODGE 

■ PatStefanekhas 
guided anglers on 
many of Alaska's major 
fisheries, but now he 
leads flyfishingtrips to 


Rapids Camp Lodge 
(rapidscamplodge. 
com)ontheNakNek 
River. He tries to time 
his visits for mid June, 
when predatory rain- 
bow trout bust salmon 
smolt on the surface. 
"You watch for birds 
and baitontop,then 
cast a pencil popper or 
surface smolt pattern 
into the middleof it and 
hold on," says Stefan ek. 
"It's like saltwater fish- 
ing, but for rainbows.” 
Stefanek'sgo-to rod 
for these trout, which 
go into double digits, is 
a 9-foot 8-weight. 


ALASKA: TIKGHIK 
HAHRDWS LODGE 

■ Luxurious accom- 
modations meet un- 
paralleled variety in the 
Bristol Bay watershed 
atthis wilderness lodge 
(tikchiklodge.com). 
Daily flights take you to 
the region's famed 
salmon and trout fish- 
eries, includingthe 
Nushagak River, oryou 
can cast for cohos and 
grayling from camp. 

ALASKA: WULIK RIVER 

■ In fall, this river 
north of the Arctic Cir- 


cle fills with some of 
Alaska's largest sea-run 
char and holds trophy 
grayling as well. Pack a 
stout rod and bear 
spray because grizzlies 
aren't an uncommon 
sight here. 

RAHAMAS:FLAMIHG'Dm 

■ Some of the world's 
best bonefishing is on 
Andros Island's west 
side, where this is one 
of the only lodges avail- 
able (flamingocay. 
com). Don't forget to 
enjoy some conch frit- 
ters and a few cold 
bottles of Kalik. 


FLORIDA: DRY TORTUGAS 
NATIONAL PARK 

■ Be sure to secure 
your landing permit, 
and campsite, ahead of 
time at this historic ar- 
chipelago. There's 
great fishingfrom 
shore, or strap a kayak 
toyourfloatplaneto 
tackle deeper water. 

IDAHO; CABIN GREEK 
AIRSTRIP 

■ Hi re an air taxi to 
take you into one of 
the most remote and 
wildest places in the 
Lower 48 — the Frank 
Church-River of No 
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says. "Can’t imagine it 
won’t be just as good 
this year.” Crickets 
and mealworms work 
great, but last year 
Pafford brought in 
green worms that sent 
redbellies on afeeding 
tear. The best fishing 
is the three days be- 
fore and after the full 
moon. 



river and stringers of 
redbreast sunfish 
(a.k.a. redbellies). 

High winter water has 
pushed the Suwannee 
over its banks for the 
last fewyears, creating 
a smorgasbord for fish 
gorging before the 
spawn. Last year was 
the best season locals 
could remember, says 
Me re I Pafford of Bow- 
hunters Gun, Archery, 
Bait, and Tackle right 
outside of Old Town, 
Fla. "We had pound 
and pound-and-a- 
quarter redbellies in 
the store,” Pafford 
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MAINE: WEST BRANCH OF 
THE PENOBSCOT 

■ Target landlocked 
salmon on flies, in the 
monstrous North 
Woods of Maine, and 
setup base at the 
famed Chewonki Big 
Eddy Campground. 

FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

MISSOURI: OZARK 
STREAMS 

■ The Ozarks pretty 
much have it all: pig 
browns in the tail- 
races, small-stream 
trout, muskies, ridicu- 
lously big bass. This 
summer, southern 
Missouri fly guide 
Brian Wise (flyfishing 
theozarks.com) plans 
to workthem all 
over with the Game 
Changer, a big, meaty 
articulated streamer. 
"It’s the fishiest fly I’ve 
seen in a longtime,” he 
says. Wise will start 
stripping Game Chang- 
ers for spring stripers 
and hybrids in the tribs 
of Norfork Lake, then 
chuckthe bigger sizes 



for Ozark smallies and 
muskies. When early 
fall arrives, trout 
should fall prey. Plot 
your own Ozarktripin 
and around the Mark 
Twain National Forest. 

MONTANA: MAOISON 
RIVER 

■ Stay at the Ruby 
Creek Recreation Area 
campground and work 
the Madison from 
Hebgen Reservoir to 
Ennis Lake. 

NEW JERSEY &PENNSYL- 
VANIA; DELAWARE WATER 
GAP NATIONAL REGREA- 
TIONAREA 

■ The Delaware River 
delivers famed fishing, 
and American shad, 
smallies, and muskies 
top the list. You can 
campatDingmans 
Campground at Ding- 
mans Ferry, Pa., or at 
Worthington State 
Forest Campground 
outside Columbia, N.J. 

NEW YORK: HITHER HILLS 
STATE PARK 

■ A 2-mile sandy beach 
on Montaukgivesyou 
access to these famed 
striper waters. 

NORTH CAROLINA: CAPE 
LOOKOUT NATIONAL 
SEASHORE 

■ You and your 4x4 
can be hauled by truck 
ferry across Core 
Sound to the Southern 
Outer Banks. Pitch a 
tent with the dunes at 
your back, build afire 
belowthe high-tide 
line, and cast for red- 
fish, bluefish, seatrout, 
and flounder. 

NORTH CAROLINA: 

PISGAH NATIONAL FOREST 

■ The Pisgah has de- 
veloped and commer- 
cial campgrounds and 
roadside pullouts. The 
rainbow, brown, and 
native brook trout 
fishing is amongthe 
best in the East. 


OKLAHOMA: LAKE OF THE 
ARBUCKLES 

■ Not long ago, this 
2,350-acre hog farm 
produced notone but 
two tournament en- 
tries of five largemouth 
bass totaling 40-plus 
pounds. There are pri- 
vate campgrounds 
aplenty, and public 
ones scattered through 
the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area. 

RHODE ISLAND: CHARLES- 
TOWN RREACHWAY 

■ Whatyouseeis 
what you get— water 
access to a striper- 
happy surf caster’s nir- 
vana. No tents— just 
parking spots for 75 
RVs — but it’s close 
enough to the water 
that you can lick salt 
from the air. 

SOUTH GARULINA: 
SANTEE-GOOPER LAKES 

■ The Santee-Cooper 
Lakes— Marion and 
Moultrie, with 450 
miles of shoreline — 
hold crappies, stripers, 
largemouths,and cats. 

TEXAS: LAKE FORK 

■ More than half ofthe 
50 largest bass caught 
in Texas were from 
Lake Fork. Camping is 
just an excuse to be on 
the water quicker. 

TEXAS: PADRE ISLAND 
NATIONAL SEASHORE 

■ With five public 
campgrounds, you are 
only minutes — or mere 
steps — from some of 
the South’s best surf 
and kayak fishing. 

UTAH & WYOMING: FLAM- 
ING GORGE NATIONAL 
REGREATIONAREA 

■ More than 700 
campsites dot the re- 
gion,anchored bythe 
Flaming Gorge Reser- 
voir with its possibili- 
ties of 40-pound lake 
trout. 


Illustrations by Daniel Zalkus 




— ^ At one point we were pulling down road 
signs and shoving the posts under the 
tires. Anything for traction. And thank- 
fully, it worked. (It’s O.K. The statute of 
limitations has long passed.) We were 
lost, stuck, and desperate to get out ofthe 
mud and back to the bass. That’s the 
double-edged sword of camping from a 
truck. The temptation to roll until you can, 
literally, roll no more is too often too great. 
You convince yourself that you can make 
it beyond the mudhole to the lake cove on 
the other side... Uh-oh. NowyouWe done 
it. So I’ve modified my survival gear list 
for a truck camp. Repeat after me: Food. 
Water. Shelter. And a 3-ton come-along. If 
you want to get back to camp, don’t leave 
camp without it. — ^T.E.N. 


VIRGINIA St NORTH CARO- 
LINA: GLUE RIDGE 
PARKWAY 

■ This 469-mile scenic 
highway provides ac- 
cess to some of the 
best rainbow, brown, 
and brook trout wa- 
ters in the southern 
Appalachians. 

WISCONSIN: 
GHEQUAMEGON-NIGOLET 
NATIONAL FOREST 

■ Never heard of it? 
That’s the good news. 
Here’s more: 1,400 
miles of trout streams, 
607 lakes, and 400- 
plus spring ponds. 
Walleyes, trout, 
muskies, smallmouths. 
And it’s all yours, Mr. 
John Q. Public. 


WYGMING:GRGS VENTRE 

GAMPGRGUNG,GRANG 

TETGNNATIGNALPARK 

■ Gros Ventre is a fine 
base camp for Snake 
River cutthroats, with 
more rivers to the 
south and Yellowstone 
to the north. 

WYGMING:SGGABUnr 

■ Soda Butte Camp- 
ground in Gallatin Na- 
tional Forest is the 
gateway to the less 
trampled northeast- 
ern side of Yellow- 
stone Park. Hit Soda 
Butte Creek right on 
the roadside, then day- 
hike into some ofthe 
Gallatin’s 700 high 
mountain lakes and 
reservoirs. 
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=^ ^THE RE G ION’S FAMED SALMO N 
AND TROUT FISHERIES. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA: 
LOWER DEAN RIVER LODGE 

■ Just 8 miles from the 
salt, this newly rebuilt 
lodge (lowerdean. 
com) offers access to 
fresh-from-the-sea 
steelhead from June to 
October. Later in sum- 
mer, cohos and chi- 
nooks compete for 
your attention. 


A SHORT RIDE on asmall plane 
can take you to some of the 
quietest — and best — fishing camps in 
the world, where the closest neighbor 
could be a curious bear or calling loon, 
and the setting is gorgeous from every 
casting angle. One thingyou won't en- 
counter is fishing pressure. Fly-in an- 
glers are often the only ones on the 
water, which meansyouYe targeting 
fish that have seen very few, if any, 
lures or flies. Getting to the destina- 
tions listed here may be more expen- 
sive— and intensive— than a drive to 
the local lake, but in an increasingly 
noisy world, findingthis kind of soli- 
tude is priceless. — D.D. 


ALASKA: FISH GREEK 
CABIN 

■ This spot is one of 
Southeast Alaska's 
best D.I.Y. fishing 
cam ps for both fresh- 
and saltwater anglers. 
Fish upthecreekfor 
steelhead and Dolly 
Varden, or venture out 
into the Thorne Arm to 
target halibut, rock- 
fish, and salmon. 

ALASKA: ITALIC RIVER 
CABIN 

■ This little Forest 
Service A-frame (visit 
recreation.gov for res- 


ervations) sits just 
V4mile up from the 
mouth of the Middle 
Italio River — a prime lo- 
cation for a big run of 
silver salmon starting 
in mid September. You 
can book a flight with 
Yakutat Coastal Airlines 
(flyyca.com). 

FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

ALASKA: RAPIDS 
CAMP LODGE 

■ PatStefanekhas 
guided anglers on 
many of Alaska's major 
fisheries, but now he 
leads flyfishingtrips to 


Rapids Camp Lodge 
(rapidscamplodge. 
com)ontheNakNek 
River. He tries to time 
his visits for mid June, 
when predatory rain- 
bow trout bust salmon 
smolt on the surface. 
"You watch for birds 
and baitontop,then 
cast a pencil popper or 
surface smolt pattern 
into the middleof it and 
hold on," says Stefan ek. 
"It's like saltwater fish- 
ing, but for rainbows.” 
Stefanek'sgo-to rod 
for these trout, which 
go into double digits, is 
a 9-foot 8-weight. 


ALASKA: TIKGHIK 
NARRDWS LODGE 

■ Luxurious accom- 
modations meet un- 
paralleled variety in the 
Bristol Bay watershed 
atthis wilderness lodge 
(tikchiklodge.com). 
Daily flights take you to 
the region's famed 
salmon and trout fish- 
eries, includingthe 
Nushagak River, oryou 
can cast for cohos and 
grayling from camp. 

ALASKA: WULIK RIVER 

■ In fall, this river 
north of the Arctic Cir- 


cle fills with some of 
Alaska's largest sea-run 
char and holds trophy 
grayling as well. Pack a 
stout rod and bear 
spray because grizzlies 
aren't an uncommon 
sight here. 

RAHAMAS: FLAMINGO GAY 

■ Some of the world's 
best bonefishing is on 
Andros Island's west 
side, where this is one 
of the only lodges avail- 
able (flamingocay. 
com). Don't forget to 
enjoy some conch frit- 
ters and a few cold 
bottles of Kalik. 


FLORIDA: DRY TORTUGAS 
NATIONAL PARK 

■ Be sure to secure 
your landing permit, 
and campsite, ahead of 
time at this historic ar- 
chipelago. There's 
great fishingfrom 
shore, or strap a kayak 
toyourfloatplaneto 
tackle deeper water. 

IDAHO: CABIN GREEK 
AIRSTRIP 

■ Hi re an air taxi to 
take you into one of 
the most remote and 
wildest places in the 
Lower 48 — the Frank 
Church-River of No 
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Return Wilderness, to 
fish for cutthroat trout 
in Big Creek. 

MANITOBA: NORTH SEAL 
RIVER 

■ Explore Egenolf 
Lake from the lodge at 
the mouth of the river 
or fly out to one of 26 
different lakes man- 
aged bytheGangler 
family (ganglers.com) 
to land a Canadian 
Grand Slam: lake trout, 
northern pike, walleye, 
and grayling. 

MANITOBA: NUELTIN LAKE 

■ Flyfrom Nueltin 
Lake Lodge (www. 
nueltin.com) to one of 
the 715-square-mile 
lake’s many inlets, 
where trophy grayling 
await. 

MANITOBA: WHISKEY 
JACK LAKE 

■ At Jackson’s Lodge 
and Outposts (Jacksons 
lodge.com), you’ll have 
allyou neediasmall 
cabin, a long dock, and a 
pai r of 14-foot boats at 
your disposal to fish 
Whiskey Jack and Hal- 
len Lakes, both of which 
hold the day’s essential 
shore-lunch ingredi- 
ent-fresh walleye. 

MICHIGAN: ISLE ROYALE 
NATIONAL PARK 

■ Ninety-nine percent 
of this Lake Superior 
archipelago, which 
you can reach only by 
floatplane or ferry, is 


designated wilder- 
ness, with 165 miles of 
foot trails that access 
both Superiorand in- 
land lakes. Cast for 
brookies, lake trout, 
and northern pike on 
waters as wide open as 
7-mile-long Siskiwit 
Lake to tiny beaver 
ponds and streams. 

MISSISSIPPI: GULF 
ISLANDS NATIONAL 
SEASHORE 

■ Speckled trout and 
bull redfish run bait into 
the shallows of these 


barrier islands that are 
just a 15-minute ride by 
seaplane from the 
mainland. 

MONTANA: GREAT BEAR 
WILDERNESS 

■ Asmall airstrip at 
Schafer Meadows is 
your starting point for 
afloattrip down the 
Flathead River target- 
ing native Westslope 
cutthroat trout. To 
bookyour getaway, 
contact Glacier Raft 
Co. (glacierraftco. 
com). 




MONTANA: RUSSIAN FLAT 

■ This former grass- 
land turned grass air- 
strip in Lewis and Clark 
National Forest pro- 
vides access to brook- 
ies, browns, and rain- 
bows in the South Fork 
of the Judith River. 
Camp in the corral or 
take a hike to the de- 
veloped campground 
above Russian Creek. 

NEWFOUNOLAND: 

LITTLE MINIPI RIVER 

■ The entire Minipi 
system is well known 
foritsbigbrooktrout, 
but this remote water- 
shed is the perfect 
place to map out a 
solitary river outing 
from your rustic out- 
post at Minipi Lodges 
(minipi.com). 

FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

NORTHWEST TERRITORY: 
AYLMER LAKE 

■ With just a short 
eight-week season and 
no commercial netting, 
Aylmer Lake Lodge 
(aylmerlakelodge.com) 
seems destined to give 
upthe next world- 
record lake trout. To up 
your odds, lodge owner 
Ke vi n M c N e i I says to go 
big and go slow. “We 
target trophies with big 
plugs like the T-60 Flat- 
fish in chartreuse or 
white,” says McNeil. 
“We search for larger 


fish hanging on sub- 
merged reefs in 5to 15 
feet of water and troll 
wide, slow S-turns over 
them until they strike. 
That fish may not have 
seen another lure in its 
entire life.” 

NUNAVUT: EKALDK RIVER 

■ For a short window 
in late August, more 
than 80,000 bright 
Arctic char enter the 
Ekaluk River. B&J Fly- 
fishing Adventures 
(arcticflyfishing.com), 
a remote outpost 300 
miles into the Arctic, 
serves as base camp 
for anglers chasing a 
record. 

ONTARIO: QUETIGO PARK 

■ The first leg of this 
multiday adventure is a 
flightto Clay Lake 
(canoetrip.com). From 
there you’ll paddle and 
portage as you fish you r 
way back to base camp 
via several lakes and riv- 
ers filled with big wall- 
eyes, bass, and pike. 

ONTARIO: WABAKIMI LAKE 

■ Deep inside Waba- 
kimi Provincial Park, its 
namesake lake is 20 
miles longwith enough 
shoreline and sub- 
merged reefs to keep 
anglers busy chasing 
walleyes and trophy 
pike. Northern Wilder- 
ness Outfitters 
(northernwilderness. 
net) can set you up 


with flights, lodging, 
and guides. 

QUEBEC: PILDDEAU RIVER 

■ Aspartancampon 
LakeGuenyveau 

(u ngava-ad ve ntu res. 
com) isyour base for 
exploringthis water- 
way. In late summer, 
anglers can intercept 
bigsea-run char com- 
ing upriver to spawn. 

TURKS AND CAICOS: 

SALT GAY 

■ Ditch the Caribbean 
crowds at this remote 
outpost. A short drive 
from the runway, 
you’ll find untouched 
beaches and plenty of 
bonefish within cast- 
ing range. 

WASHINGTON: 
LAKEISAREL 

■ Accessible by sea- 
plane, thissubalpine 
lake in the Cascades 
has an abundance of 
big lake trout. Go for 
plugs orjigs in white or 
chrometo imitate the 
juvenile kokanee that 
lakers love. 

WASHINGTON: 

SULLIVAN LAKE 

■ While not exactly in 
the hinterlands, a For- 
est Service camp- 
ground and a 1,200- 
acre lake filled with 
kokanee salmon and 
burbot makethis well 
worth the hop from 
SeaTac, Wash. 


DDrTSmMPDIieilEillE 



— ^ Although weight is a big consideration when you’re flying in gro- 
ceries (along with all of your fishing gear and tackle), do not pack 
light when it comes to shore-lunch ingredients — and pay particular 
attention to the liquid medium required for cooking fish stream- 
side. The best fish fry I’ve ever had started with a gallon of canola 
oil, followed by 2 pounds of lard, and then a pound of bacon in a gi- 
ant cast-iron skillet. When the bacon turned crisp, the oil was hot 
enough to quickly fry the fresh-caught walleye fillets to golden per- 
fection. And if I were you, I wouldn’t mention this during your next 
visit to the cardiologist. — D.D. 
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OBACIPUNCMNP 



U PUT IN THE EFFORT TO CLIMB 


B NO pain, no gain— or, in this 
case, no panoramic vistas of al- 
pine lakes, no streamside campfires, 
no rolling out of the sleeping bag and 
casting for a breakfast trout 20 feet 
away. That’s the accepted calculus of 
backpacking into wild fish country— 
payyour dues, and the payoff is soli- 
tude, serenity, and the best fishing in 
America. It’s a sweet deal, and here’s 
the best part: Fishing camps like this 
are not all in the West, and they’re 
not all about trout. Here’s a wish list 
of the best backcountry fishing 
spots across the country, from 
mountains to deserts to bogs to salt 
marsh. It’s all public land. Hit the 
treadmill, then get after it. — T.E.N. 
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ALASKA: GATES OF THE 
ARCTIC NATIONAL PARK 

■ Fishingforgrayling, 
lake trout, and char can 
be beyond belief, but 
you have to work to get 
there. There are no es- 
tablished trails, but for 
wilderness junkies, this 
is the Big One. 

ARKANSAS: BUFFALO 
RIVER 

■ This Ozark gem is 
full of nice smallmouth 
and largemouth bass, 
with some of the best 
river-shore camping 
you’ll find anywhere in 
the country. 


COLORADO: FLAT TOPS 
WILDERNESS 

■ Put in the effort to 
climbthe plateau, and 
your reward is rela- 
tively flat tableland 
pocked with trouty 
lakes chock-full of 
cutthroats. 

CALIFORNIA: JOHN MUIR 
TRAIL 

■ This one’s a whop- 
per: a 2io-mile trail that 
passes through Yosem- 
ite. Kings Canyon, and 
Sequoia National 
Parks. It also crosses 
brook, brown, rainbow, 
and golden trout water. 


FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

COLORADO: ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
PARK 

■ Steve Schweitzer, 
author of 4 Fly Fishing 
Guide to Rocky Moun- 
tain National Park 
(flyfishingrmnp.com), 
suggests you show up 
to this iconic back- 
country with beefy 
flies. His fly box holds 
caddis, bluewings, and 
other standards, but it 
is also stuffed with ter- 
restrials. "When trout 
fi nally see ice-free wa- 
ter, t h ey’r e go i ng afte r 
ants and hoppers,” he 


says. "Some alpine wa- 
ters don’t open up until 
well into summer, and 
by then, the big bugs 
are out.” His go-to flies: 
Dave’s Hopper, Amy’s 
Ant, and the Flip-Flop 
Ant. With a 4-weight, 
Schweitzer uses a dap- 
pingtechniquewith no 
more than two rod 
lengths of line, stalking 
streams and pond 
shores. 

GEORGIA & TENNESSEE: 

GOHUTTA-BIGFROG 

WILDERNESS 

■ More than 40,000 
remote Appalachian 
acres straddle the state 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: TIM ROMANO; 
BRIAN GROSSENBACHER; TIM ROMANO (2) 



MAINE: BAXTER STATE 
PARK 


■ Fishingfor pond 
brookiesisastapleof 
the Maine experience, 
and Baxter’s 200,000 
acres are stippled with 
backcountry waters. 


MARYLAND Sc WEST 
VIRGINIA: CHESAPEAKE Sc 
OHIO CANAL NATIONAL 
HISTORICAL PARK 


■ Averse to altitude 
gain? Happy to whack a 
smorgasbord of trash 
fish (carp), trophy fish 
(bass), and exotic 
aliens (snakeheads)? 
Head East. The canal 
runs for 184 miles along 
the Potomac River, 
with campgrounds 
every6to8miles. 


We Got Your Back 

Crossing a backcountry 
bridge; nothing but net; 

hiking to a Colorado 
honey hole; preppinga 
fire at camp. 


mouths, largemouths, 
catfish, and walleyes. 


line, with a pair of trout 
rivers — the Conasauga 
and the Jacks. 


MICHIGAN: PORCOPINE 
MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 
STATE PARK 


GEORGIA: CUMBERLAND 
ISLAND NATIONAL 
SEASHORE 

■ Campsites on the is- 
land’s north end are 
more remote and close 
to the best fishing — in- 
cludingashotata red- 
fish dinner. 


■ The Porkiestake in 
60,000 acres of virgin 
timber, river gorges, 
and wide open lake- 
shore. Try the Big Carp 
or Little Carp Rivers 
for a killer brookie bite. 

MONTANA: ABSAROKA- 
REARTOOTH WILDERNESS 


KENTUCKY & TENNESSEE: 
BIG SOUTH FORK NA- 
TIONAL RECREATION AREA 

■ The riverfloodplain 
is open to camping, so 
hoof it to the bottom 
and castforsmall- 


■ Nearly a million 
acres of wilderness 
sprawls just north of 
Ye 1 1 o wsto n e, wit h t rai I 
access to creeks and 
lakes that hold brook 
trout and cutts. 



MONTANA: BOB MAR- 
SHALL WILDERNESS 

■ The Bob spans more 
than 1 million of the 
best acres i n the West. 
Outfitters make it pos- 
sible to mixupatrip: 
Horse-pack in, raft out, 
orwalkitall. 

NEW YORK: ADIRONDACK 
PARK 

■ If you have the 
quads for it, strap a 
float tube and waders 
to your packand pond- 
hop in the Five Ponds 
and Pharaoh Lake wil- 
derness areas. 

NORTH CAROLINA: HAZEL 
CREEK 

■ One of the most fa- 
mous trout streams in 
Great Smoky Moun- 
tains National Park, 
Hazel Creektumbles 
through a valley stud- 
ded with mossy boul- 
ders and carpeted with 
wildflowers. 

FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

NORTH CAROLINA: 
NANTAHALA NATIONAL 
FOREST 

■ In Cherokee, Nan- 
tahala means ‘land of 
the noonday sun,” a 
reference to the steep, 
deep valleys where 
miles of fine trout wa- 
terflowunderadense 
rhododendron can- 
opy. Matt Maness, who 
guides for Foscoe 
Fishing (foscoefishing. 
com) in North Caro- 
lina, uses a sweep-and- 
punch style of fly cast- 
ingtothreadaback 
cast into a targeted 
opening in the over- 
head stream canopy, 
then redirects the for- 
ward cast at an angle 
to puttheflyonthe 
water. First, Maness 
says, lay out a short 
roll cast. Look over 
your shoulder, find the 
clearing in the stream- 
side vegetation, and 


firmly sweep the rod 
tip up and toward the 
opening. “You have to 
stop the rod tip sharply 
to get a tight back cast 
to loop intothe open- 
ing,” he says. When the 
line straightens out be- 
hind you, square your 
shoulders away from 
the back cast and to- 
ward your target. 

“Now make a simple 
forward cast.” 

OREGON: HELLS CANYON 

■ Saveafewthousand 
bucks on raft outfitter 
fees and hump it into 
Hells Canyon by foot 
for summertime trout 
and fall steelhead. 

OREGON: WENAHA RIVER 

■ Thirty miles of trail 
parallel the river, 
which drains a road- 
less swath of the Blue 
Mountains upstream 
of the Wenaha’s con- 
fluence with the 
Grande Ronde. Fish for 
rainbow and bulltrout 
in latespringand sum- 
mer, then target steel- 
head in fall. 

SOUTH CAROLINA & 
NORTH CAROLINA: JOCAS- 
SEE GORGES 

■ Four mountain riv- 
ers spill into Lake 
Jocassee. It’s rugged 
country, but the Foot- 
hills Trail accesses 
very good brown trout 
water in the Thomp- 
son and Whitewater 
Rivers. 

UTAH: HIGH HINTAS 
WILDERNESS 

■ Nearlya half million 
acres of Utah’s highest 
peaks are scored with 
glacier-fed trout 
streams. Be sure to 
bring mosquito nets. 

VIRGINIA: SHENANDOAH 
NATIONAL PARK 

■ You have to work to 
access headwater 
streams, and the cas- 
cading, waterfall- 


studded creeks of the 
Shenandoah are top- 
shelf. Don’t waittill the 
dog days, though. The 
trout fishing slows in 
these small streams 
once the water warms. 

WASHINGTON: OLYMPIC 
NATIONAL PARK 

■ The park has 4,000 
miles of streams, 602 
lakes, and 70 miles of 
rugged shore. Much of 
it is severe country, 
which usually equals 
hungry, willingfish. 

WEST VIRGINIA: CRAN- 
BERRY WILDERNESS 

■ Once impacted by 
acidification,the Cran- 
berry River is again a 
fine trout stream, 
thanksto the addition 


of limestone drums to 
buffer the water. 

WYOMING: WIND RIVER 
RANGE 

■ More than 300 al- 
pine lakes in the Winds 
were seeded with trout 
in the 1930s, and today 
the self-sustaining 
populations attract 
hardcore backcountry 
anglers. 

WYOMING: YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK 

■ The Bechler River 
area is far from the 
madding crowds in the 
park’s southwestern 
Cascade Corner. It’s 
also very clear, so 
bringyour casting 
Agame for these wild 
trout. 



— ^ Fish for dinner is a no-brainer in the 
backcountry, but fish for breakfast 
comes across as exotic. But there’s a 
global tradition of a morning’s meal of 
fish. Take kippers and eggs, or bagels and 
lox. If it’s cool enough. I’ll fry breakfast 
fish the night before, and store the fillets 
in a zip-seal bag. They make a great 
breakfast wrap, paired with scrambled 
eggs in a tortilla. But I’d rather start from 
scratch: Catch a sunrise fish, clean it, and 
pan-saute in butter and Cajun spice. 
Serve with two eggs over medium, with 
the yolks pierced so the yellow drizzles 
over the fish — Mother Nature’s hollan- 
daise. I’ll eat it out of the pan so there’s 
little to clean. Except my chin. — ^T.E.N. 
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H I INHERITED my great- 
grandfather’s johnboat almost 
30 years after he died. He towed 
that thing to Canada every summer 
to fish, camp, and eat fresh, bat- 
tered fillets fried in recycled Crisco. 

I never imagined the world the boat 
would open up. There’s something 
about a fishing boat that awakens 
the inner explorer — that desire to 
drive around the next point because 
you know the fish have to be there. 
And if they aren’t? J ust move to the 
other side of the lake. Combine that 
freedom to cover lots of water with 
a comfortable base camp, and 
you’ve got the makings of an epic 
expedition. — B.R. 



ALASKA: KANEKTOK RIVER 

□ Charter-air services 
from either Bethel or 
Dillingham can deliver 
yo u r c re w a n d gear to 
the headwaters. From 
there, you float, camp, 
and fish for salmon, 
trout, and Dolly Varden 
through the Togiak Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge 
until you reachthe Ber- 
ing Sea at Quinhagak. 

ARKANSAS: WHITE RIVER 

■ Bull Shoals State 
Park has tent and RV 
campsites, boat rent- 
als, and access to one 
of the U.S.’s greatest 
tailwater fisheries for 
giant brown and rain- 
bow trout. 

CALIFORNIA: CLEAR LAKE 

■ Anglers repeatedly 
rate this lake as one of 
the best largemouth 
fisheries in the West. 
There’s a state park 
with a boat ramp just 
north of the town of 
Kelseyville,andtwo 


privately run camp- 
grounds on the south 
and southeastern 
shorelines. 

GEORGIA: LAKE LANIEr" 

■ The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers maintains 
nearly 500 campsites 
around the lake, all 
within a stone’s throw 
of a boat ramp. It’s one 
of the South’s most 
popular lakes,thanks 
to the strong numbers 
of bass, crappies, blue- 
gills,and more. 

IDAHO: MIDDLE FORK 
SALMON RIVER 

■ Apply and draw a 
USFS permitto launch, 
andyou’ll likely con- 
nect with more cut- 
throat trout than you 
can count alongthis 
112-mile, camp-as-you- 
go float. 

ILLINOIS: ILLINOIS RIVER 

■ Jumping Asian carp 
are on most bowfisher- 
men’s bucket list, and 
this river is full of them. 


There are boat ramps 
and state park camp- 
grounds north and 
south of Peoria. 

TENNESSEE Sc 
KENTUCKY: LAND 
BETWEEN THE LAKES 

■ With 170,000 acres 
of public land, 300 
miles of undeveloped 
shoreline, boat ramps, 
campsites, and warm- 
water fishing in three 
different systems, this 
recreation area has 


somethingforany 

angler. 

MAINE: ALLAGASH 
WILDERNESS WATERWAY 

■ This92-mile-long 
system of streams, riv- 
ers, ponds, and lakes 
offers good canoeing 
and fishingfor brook 
trout. It gets buggy in 
summer, but there’s 
good fishing and soli- 
tude at one of the 
many campsites along 
the way. 
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MICHIGAN; BEAVER 
IGLAND 

■ Surrounded by some 
of the bestsmallmouth 
and carp flyfishing ac- 
tion in the state, this is- 
land has two camp- 
grounds: the St. James 
Township Campground 
and the Bill Wagner Me- 
morial Campground. 

MINNESOTA: BOUNDARY 
WATERS CANOE 
WILDERNESS 

■ The more distance 
you travel (and por- 
tage) in this iconic 
spot, the fewer people 
you’ll see and the bet- 
ter walleye, pike, and 
bass fishing and camp- 
ingyou’llfind. 



MINNESOTA: LAKE 
VERMILION 

■ Vermilion is a 
structure fisherman’s 
dream. Replete with is- 
lands, bays, and weed- 
beds, it’s a favorite for 
walleyes, bass, and 
pike. Primitive, boat- 
in-only campsites are 
available through the 
state’s DNR. 

MONTANA: FORT PECK 
RESERVOIR 

■ Hereyou’ll find pike, 
lake trout, bass, and ter- 
rific walleye action. On 
the lake’s south side, 
checkout Hell Creek 
State Park. On the north 
side, there’s the Fort 
Peck West Cam pgrou nd. 


MONTANA: MISSOURI 
RIVER 

■ One of the besttail- 
watersinthe West,the 
Mo is easy to row in a 
drift boat or raft. Ex- 
pect to share the wa- 
ter — no matter the 
season. There are 
campgrounds above 
and below Holter Dam. 

MONTANA: SMITH Rlir 

■ The Smith is one of 
Montana’s best rivers 
fora multiday fishing 
andcampingtrip. 
(Note: The permit- 
application deadline is 
typically the second 
week of February.) 

NEVADA: LAKE MEAD 

■ Year after year, this 
lake garners more at- 
tention as a great large- 
mouth and striped bass 
spot. There are public 
campgrounds, though 
anglers can also camp 
on the shoreline. 

NEW YORK: ST. LAWRENCE 
RIVER 

■ The Thousand Island 
region is a maze of is- 
lands, inlets, and coves 
with fishing for bass, 
pike, and muskies. 
Camp at Wellesley Is- 
land State Park. 

OKLAHOMA Sc TEXAS: 
LAKETEXDMA 

■ Texomahas killer 
largemouth, small- 


mouth, and striped 
bass fishing. Texas’s 
Eisenhower State Park 
has great camping and 
facilities. 

ONTARIO: ALGONQUIN 
PROVINCIAL PARK 

■ While lakers, small- 
ies, and walleyes are 
abundant, this park is 
home to one of the last 
wild brooktrout 
strongholds. The big- 
gest fish are in the 
backco untry, reach- 
able only by canoe. 

FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

ONTARIO: PIPESTONE 

m 

■ Pipestone Lake is a 
rare place that feels 
like a remote fly-in 
destination but is ac- 
cessible by boat. There 
are perch, bass, and 
muskies, but most an- 
glers come for the lake 
trout and walleyes. 

“Late spring and 
earlysummer isa 
great time because 
the water is warming 
up,” says Todd Baker, 
owner of Cedar Island 
Lodge (cedarisland 
lodge.com). “Baitfish 
are migratingto shal- 
low water, and the big 
fish will be right be- 
hind them. We find 
lake trout and wall- 
eyes in less than io 
feet of water. Troll a 
chartreuse-and-white 
original Rapala 
through the bays that 
have a relatively con- 
sistent depth. Avoid 
the steep peninsula 
points where there’s 
no structure and the 
water drops off. The 
water is colder, and 
there’s nothingthere 
to attract fish.” 

OREGON: JOHN DAY rIvE 

■ The John Day is one 
of the West’s finest 
and most remote 
smallmouth rivers. 
Boaters must obtain a 


BLM permit before 
launching, butthe 
stretch from Clarnoto 
Cottonwood Canyon 
Bridge is a good bet for 
solitude and good fish- 
i ng. Get the John Day 
Recreation Guide from 
the BLM for informa- 
tion on campsites, as 
most of the river 
weaves between pub- 
lic and private land. 

OREGON & WASHINGTON: 
GRANDE RONDE RIVER 

■ The lower river runs 
through the arid, deso- 
late canyons of eastern 
Oregon and Washing- 
ton and isasmallmouth 
bass stronghold. Pur- 
chase the Wallowa and 
Grande Ronde Rivers 
Boater’s Guide to find 
the best campsites. 

SOUTH DAKOTA: 

MISSOURI RIVER 

■ You’ll find plenty of 
water, walleyes, white 
bass, and pike in the 
stretch between 
Pierre and the state’s 
northern border. Pub- 
lic campingand boat 
ramps are plentiful 
alongthe eastern 
shoreline, too. 

TEXAS: COLORADO RIVER 

■ The lower Colorado 
River has strong num- 
bers of bass (including 
the river-specific Gua- 
dalupe bass), gar, and 
carp. There are a few 
public riverside camp- 
grounds between Aus- 
tin and the Gulf, per- 
fect for canoeists. 

WISCONSIN: APOSTLE 
ISLANDS 

■ Camping is allowed 
on i8 of this national 
park’s 21 boat- 
accessible islands, 
though it’s wise to re- 
serve a site in advance. 
O n ce yo u’re t h e re, yo u 
can explore Lake Su- 
perior’s big water for 
steelhead, lake trout, 
and bass. 


— ^ Before most fishing-camp trips, I ask my wife or mom to whip 
up a tin of cookies (I’m a terrible cook), which I then secretly 
pack in my luggage. It only takes a few days in the wilderness 
before someone begins complaining about eating another 
freeze-dried meal. And that’s when I reveal the sweet stash... 
and let the bidding wars begin. Cookies are a no-brainer, but 
I’ve earned immunity from rowingduty with a smuggled pouch 
of Big League Chew and exchanged a snack-size Butterfinger 
for the last brew. More recently, a ranger considered swapping 
an elk shed he found for a handful of sugar cookies. If I’d had 
milk, I’m sure that would’ve sealed the deal. Next time. — B.R. 



FISH LIKE A LOCAL 

WISCONSIN: ST. CROIX 
NATIONAL SCENIC 
RIVERWAY 

■ The upper St. Croix 
River and the Name- 
kagon River are part of 
the 225-mile system, 
with both primitive and 
maintained (first come, 
first served) campsites. 
They’re also home to 
some of the state’s best 
smallmouth and 
muskie flyfishing. 

Forflyanglers hop- 
ingto land a muskie, 
this is agreat place to 
do it. Hayward Fly 
Fishing Co. (hayward 
flyfishingcompany. 
com) co-owner Larry 
Mann recommends 
that you bring a heavy 
rod, put less faith in 
pattern selection, and 
be ready for a work- 
out. “Most anglers 
worry about fly pat- 
terns when it comes to 
chasing muskies,” 
Mann says. “But it’s re- 
ally about stamina — 
can you cast all day 
long? Catching one 
simplytakes time, and 
if you run out of gas, 
you’re out of the game. 
Most anglers are used 
to throwing small dry 
flies on a4- or 
5-weight, which is not 
the same as throwing 
the family dog on a 
10-weight. 

“The rivers are part 
of the National Wild 
and Scenic program, 
so when atree falls 
into the river, it stays 
there if it’s not imped- 
ing navigation,” Mann 
notes. “But that 
makes for some great 
fish-holdingstruc- 
ture. Look for fish to 
be holdingaround 
undercuts, downed 
trees, around rocks 
and riffles, and all the 
places that you’d ex- 
pect to find bass and 
muskies lurkingin 
moving water.” © 
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1 REBEL MICRO POP-R 

Sling this tiny chugger 
on light spinninggear, 
or cast it on the fly rod 
Ifs a panfish killer. $4 


7LIVETARGET 
HYBRID SHRIMP 

A hard body and soft- 
plastic legs make this 
shrimp extra lifelike. $13 


13 SEBILE ACTION 
FIRST BBLL MINNOW 

An external belly weight 
and a wide profile give 
this jerkbait a wide roll- 
ing wobble. $8 


2LIVETARGET TROBT FRY 

Whetheryou want pick- 
erel or big browns, this 
is a spot-on baby trout 
imitation. $14 


8 VENOM LORES YBRKO JIG 

This small jig with 
sparse hair and legs 
shines for spooky bass 
in clear water. $5 


lAYOM SWURM 

Oversize eyes amp up 
attack appeal for this 
sexy gliding finesse bait. 
$3.50 per pack 


3 PANTHER MARTIN 
FISHSEEOV VIBRANT IMAGE 

A UV finish and flashy 
graphics make this lure 
lethal In low light. $4.50 


9 MOSKY INNOVATIONS 
DYIN’ DAWG 

Like a dying sucker, this 
bait falls on its side, 
wiggling to life with the 
slightest twitch. $28 


15 REBEL BLUEGILLCRANKBAIT 

Barbless hooks and a 
lifelike finish make this 
a great choice for bed 
fishing. $6 


4 MEGABASS BLADING X 

Three line-tie holes let 
you change the pitch 
and vibration of this re- 
alistic blade bait. $8.50 


10 LUNKERHONT COMBAT FROG 

The extra-large air blad 
der lets this frog slide 
over nasty cover. $9 


1GLIVETARGET 
YEARLING CRANKBAIT 

This crank mimics a 
whole school of baitfish 
swimming together. $16 


5 MEGASTRIKE STRIKEBACK 

A hinged head allows 
the hook to swing freely, 
ensuringfishget stuck 
from any angle. $9 


11 BOMBER LONG SHOT 

A weight-transfer sys- 
tem helps this lure fly 
farther than its cousin, 
the classic Long A. $10 


17JAGKALLP0MPAD00R 

Wide metal wings and 
props make this one 
very loud topwater. $23 


BY JOE CERMELEPPHOTOGRAPH BY RALPH SMITH 


0 YAMAMOTO FONKA FROG 


12 SAVAGE GEAR TPE 30 GRAB ; 10 RIVER2SEA RUCKUS 


19 SAVAGE GEAR 3U 20 RAPALA SCATTER 

LINE THRU PIKE RAPJUINTED 


Its pearlescent hard 
belly and loud rattles 
draw out big bass. $8 


The jig's design keeps 
this crab in an aggres- 
sive fighting posture. $5 


Dual rattle chambers 
broadcast in high and 
low frequencies. $12.60 


Big pike and muskies A shovel-shaped lip 
eat little pike, and this is gives this classic a se- 
a stellar match. $19 ductive new wiggle. $10 
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21 Z-MAN FINESSE TRD 

Measuring i}A inches, 
this mini stick crushes 
stream bass and big 
bluegills. $5.50 per pack 


22 STRIKE KING TOUR 
GRADE RAGE GLADE SWIM JIG ^ 

Ahead molded directly : 
to the blade helps re- 
duce hangups. $5.60 ] 


23 LUCKY GRAFT KEROLL MAX 

Designed for night bass 
fishing, this gurgling 
popper has a glow-stick 
slot on its back. $16 


24RAPALADX 
WALKING MINNUW 

This surface walker has 
a balsa wood core for 
extra toughness. $13 


i 25DERKLEYP0WERDAIT 
i FIGHFNDUG 

. Big open claws mimic 
: a crayfish in escape 
■ mode. $5 per pack © 


r 
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fUL HIM! 

NO SPRING TACTiC IS HOTTER, 

BOLDER, OR MORE HEART-POUNDING THAN 
fanning (,AND ^reaping*') OPEN-COUNTRY 
GOBBLERS. NOTHING'S MORE 
CONTROVERSIAL, EITHER. HERE'S HOW 

TO TAIL A TOM— SAFELY 
BY WILL BRANTLEY 










M ost WESTERN Nebraska turkeys are hybrids 

BUT ARE AS CAPABLE OF SONOFABITCHERY AS 
ANY EASTERN. THIS ONE ROOSTED IN A FENCE- 
ROW JUST BEYOND OUR TENT CAMP. EVERY 
MORNING, HE PITCHED ONTO THE PRAIRIE WITH 
HIS HENS AND STAYED THERE ALL DAY, HALF A 
MILE FROM ANY COVER SUITABLE FOR SITTING 
AND CALLING. HE WAS DRIVING US NUTS. 


Afte r two days of t ry i ng to ign o re h i m, F&S 
deputy editor Dave Hurteau and I had to give it 
a shot. With no place to set u p at dawn, we h u ng 
back from the roost and watched the Merriam’s- 
Eastern tom flap down onto the broad sweep of 
shortgrass, followed by four hens. When they dis- 
appeared into a shallow draw 300 yards away, we 
took off — joggingthefirstiooyards,crawlingthe 
next, and then belly-crawling. We'd almost made 
the lip of the draw when a hen's head popped over 
the rise ahead of us. I raised a dried fan from a 
tom I'd shot three weeks earlier in Tennessee, and 
made afew loudyelps. Then the gobbler crested, 
about 70 yards out, wal ki ng casual ly at f i rst. I 
turned the fan with my wrist, making it glint in the 
sun, and he instantly blew up. 

That was it. You could feel everything change — 
like the vibe in a bar when there's about to be a 
fight. Through a small gap in the Tennessee bird's 
fan, we watched the Nebraska tom close. He 
charged to 40 yards, then 30, and then stopped 
at 25 for a pirouette — hisfinal warning. Hurteau's 
crossbow bolt dropped him stone-dead. 

n PLAN WITH A FAN 

Sneakingtoward agobbler behind a turkey fan is 
nothing new. But there's been an incredible surge 
ofinterest in fanning overthe past few seasons. 
Noturkeytacticismore controversial— or effec- 
tive underthe right conditions. 

That's because some gobblers just refuse to 
cometoacall. Henned-upfield birds are probably 
theworst.You can burn afull day— half aseason 
ifyou're not careful-on atom that spends his 
days strutti ng i n a cow pastu re with h is gi ris. Cal I 
till you're blue in the face. He's not coming. That's 
when fanning works best. 

But before you reach for any tail feathers, etch 
this intoyour brain: Fanningisatacticfor open 
country only— prairies, pastures,cropfields, and 




FAN 

OR 

DECOY? 


FAN: 

Lighter and easier to 
carry, a fan can’t hide 
you as well as a decoy, 
so you must plan your 
final approach very 
carefully. Don’t try 
crawling downhill 
with one; a gobbler 
will look right over 
the top of the fan and 
nail you. 

DECOY: 

The Mojo Scoot 
& Shoot (mojo 
outdoors.com) has a 
handle for carrying 
and flared wings. It 
provides far more 
concealment than 
a fan alone. But it’s 
bulky and costs 
about $80, whereas 
a turkey fan is free. 
Still, if I know I’m 
hunting field birds, I 
make sure it’s in the 
truck. — W.B. 


the like. Fanning in the woods can getyou killed. 

Period. You must be able to spot agobblerfrom 
a distance. He needs some time to seeyourfan 
comingso he can get good and mad about it. And 
above all,you need to be absolutely certain that 
you won't be in shotgun range of any cover where 
another hunter could be hiding. 

Fanningcan work on just about any strutter 
in afield, but it's easiest with an aggressive one. 

“If I could pickthe ideal bird, I'd want one stuck in 
full strut, with a bigwhite head and three orfour 
hens," says former competition caller Jeremy 
McCarty, who has been sneaking in on field birds 
all overthe U.S. for the better part of 20 years. “A 
white head means he's content but probably will- 
ing to fight. That's a turkey you can kill." 

Most gobblers will defend a loo-yard zone 
against a rival tom. If you can get inside that range 
unseen before showingthe fan,your chances sky- 
rocket. The key is ter rain — a hill, dip, ridge, draw, or 
rise — that lets you crawl close. Then, from flat on 
your belly,you simply ease the fan into view. I like 
to combi ne my f i rst showi ng with a few aggres- 
sive yelps or cutts on a mouth call. That can get 
a gobbler's attention and bring him right to you. 

More often,you'l I need to ease forward, five or six 
belly-crawls at atime, slowly twistingthe fan as you 
move. The gobbler will usually meet you, but if he 
doesn't, keep right on crawling untilyou can shoot. 

Once Hurteau's bird dipped into the draw 
and we could hustle into position, he killed it in a 
matter of minutes. The evening before, we used a m 
long strip of cedars to hide us as we circled around o 

anotherflockfeedingdown the edge of a picked ^ 

cornfield. When the cedars ran out, we belly- ^ 

crawled through an open pastu re to the crest 
ofaslightrisejustoffthefield — aboutyo yards ^ 

fromthebirds. When I showed them the fan, a half ^ 

dozen jakes came charging in, and I put an arrow h 
through the longbeard slowly bringing up the rear. > 
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n BE THE REAPER 

McCarty Started by crawling behind afan but 
quickly decided that creeping behind afull-strut 
decoy works even better. He and his buddies be- 
gan filmingtheir hunts and dubbed the technique 
turkey reaping, which yielded the name of his 
company and website (turkeyreapers.com) and 
became common jargon amongturkey hunt- 
ers. In 2014 McCarty and wildlife artist Chancy 
Walters designed astrutter decoy specificallyfor 
the tactic, now sold as the Scoot & Shoot by Mojo 
Outdoors (see sidebar at left). 

Reapingisjust like fanning, but with afew nu- 
ances. “The decoy finishes birds better,” McCarty 
says. While some toms will charge afan, many will 
simply tolerate it as you try to crawl into range. A 
decoy, he says, usually brings toms running. 

Also, you should show a decoy sooner. “Seeing it 
forthefirsttime inside 60 yards can spookatom. 

I typically start between 100 and 20oyards,” he 
says. You can be more aggressive, too. “If fm 100 
yards out and agobbler is coming, I keep going 
to him. That bold movement seems to really fire 


IS THIS SAFE? 

«Never stalk a turkey” has 
always been hunter-safety 
bedrock. But most accidents 
occur in the woods, and fan- 
ning and reaping are strictly 
open-terrain tactics. I 
couldn’t find documentation 
of a single accident involv- 
ing either method. Neither 
could the National Wild Tur- 
key Federation. McCarty, 
who has fanned or reaped 
hundreds of birds, has never 
had even a close call with 
either tactic. Bottom line: 
All turkey hunting has an 
element of danger, includ- 
ing fanning and reaping. So 
be smart. Never do either 
in the woods. Make sure 
you can see your target bird 
and the surrounding terrain 
well beyond shotgun range 
in every direction. Never 
try either method during 
a spring rifle season (or in 
Pennsylvania or any other 
state where stalking is il- 
legal). And don’t assume 
you’re safe because you’re 
on private land. — W.B. 


toms up. But onceyouYe within 40 orso yards, 
you’d betterget readyto shoot or he’ll be climbing 
right into your lap.” Footage of gobblers storm- 
ing to within arm’s reach of McCarty’s decoy has 
fueled much of the buzzsurroundingthistactic. 


H TAIL GUNNING 

If you’re fanning, simply use the tail feathers to 
conceal the final movements ofshoulderingyour 
shotgun. Often,you can slide the barrel through 
the feathers and take the shot. Otherwise, drop 
the fan when the bird is in full strut, and shoot 
when he cranes his neckfora better look. 

A decoy makes shooti ng easier. You can stake it 
in the ground and then lean to one side to shoot 
prone, or ease up on a knee or onto your butt from 
behind the deke toshoulderyourgunordrawa 
bow. Pluck a feather from the fan to make a shoot- 
ing window. These shots always seem hurried, but 
you usually have more time than you think. If a bird 
gets ec^j give him a. couple of contented cl ucks. 
And while he lingers for a second, decidi ng if he 
should stay or go, drop him. -Q 


ONCE YOU’RE 
WITHIN 40 OR 50 
YARDS OF A TOM, 

YOU’D BEHER GET 
READY TO SHOOT 

OR HE’LL BE 
CLIMBING RIGHT 
INTO YOUR LAP. 


Illustration by RYAN KIRBY 
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F&S RIFLE BREAKDOWN 


EOTECH EXPS2 



PI I IE: n il 

Many ie»«n«d hog fhooturt prefer 
Cron *l£ht« to KOp« becoiio* iTMok- 
upon pigi Is rarely aprohlwn 
with 1 filvonibk wind. CThflIr noHJ 
«r« muoliyiiurkd In your boon.) But 
A helflgraphle redout sight Flhn Ihl# 
onehH ahufe »dv«ntsgc ovtriponii 
In giowipfi-dot-ind-clrclt rt^to 
for ii4gtit uponitlani. The 
EXPO’S fuU n«hi of ¥i« w ind uro 
mflSni^cttlon alM ouiho running 
vlioti Huiur.FOrthenvynywrsvffhu 
henwan botteiiefjonoCRii^A tun 
for months. . 


YOU CAN HUNT PIGS WITH ANY OLD BOLT ACTION. BUT TO EXTERMINATE THEM- 
DAY OR NIGHT— YOU WANT THIS HUMVEE OF HOG RIFLES. IT ISN’T CHEAP, BUT 
IT’S DAMNED DEADLY, NOT TO MENTION INSANELY COOL | BY JEFF JOHNSTON 


No wild pig has ever been pleased to 
meet a deer rifle. As many a whitetail 
hunter has discovered soon after a pig 
plows into his food plot and starts sucking 
up all the beans, a .270 bolt action does 
the job neatly. But that’s no reason not to ' 
build a dedicated hog slayer. 

With feral pigs having eaten and bred 
themselves into the category of invasive 
non-game species in many states, ^ ■ 
wildlife officials tell us they shouldn’t 


be hunted so much as exterminated. 
Managers are urging us to forgo some 
traditional hunting rules and use the 
most efficient means of hog killing avail- 
able, all day and through the night. 

More pork for us. 

So, here’s a warning to huntdrsTand 
hogs: The outf below isn’t fair. It’s more 
of a remedy— Kke rat poison, only more 
discretionary, a tad more expensive, and 
a thousand times more badass. 


IKfpH BI3 IfjmillFIEfi i 


field carry^the determined hog culler 
considers it a small price to pay for the 
option of firing 20 rounds as fast as 
his finger can pull the trigger. (Tha^^^ 
and where do you put the flashlight on ^ 
a Winchester Model 94?) Excepting-' . 
the AR-type safety, the X-i’s forged 
receiver is ambidextrous, so lefties 
can change mags and slam the bolt 
home quickly. The buttstock is adjust- 
able with a contoured cheekpiece that 
improves cheek weld for better long- 
range accuracy. And in .308 it’ll smoke 
even the portliest of the pack. 


lltGEilEII ^ : ^ 

iflBSITE; EDIECHING.GDM ' '' 

The EOTech holographic sight is even 
more lethal when used in conjunction 
with a 3X magnifier, like the G33. For 
close work, you can slide this optic off 
to the side via the ingenious flip mount. 
Then, for longer shots, or should you 
wish to spy the ticks crawling upon 
a hog’s mud-caked hide, you can 
instantly flip the magnifier back in line 
with the scope and get back to work. 


PIICEllJIIItTii 

WEBSITE: ROCKRIVERARMS.GOM 
The LAR-8 X-i is an AR-10-style rifle 
that’s chambered in .308 Win. and 
guaranteed to shoot sub-MOA groups. 
It comes with the best factory trig- 
ger in the business and has copious 
attachment points for devices to 
illuminate night-raiding swine. While 
the traditional deer hunter might 
call a rig weighing 9V2 pounds naked 
(13 pounds as shown) too heavy for 
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SILENGERGO HARVESTER 30 
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WEBSITE: HORNADY.COM ' . 

This round’s monolithic, gilding-metal 
GMX bullet features a hollow point 
for quick frontal expansion and near- 
perfect weight retention because 
there is no core to separate. The 
round is accurate, proven to function 
in AR-style rifles, and available in 
common AR calibers like .223, 6.8 SPC, 
.308, and others, making it ideal for 
high-tech hogging. 




lAIERtENETIBSNIIXil 

SHBUlIll 


On the off chance you can’t afford 
thermal sights, go with this laser 
spotlight instead. Mounted so its 


dazzling beam matches your normal 



riflescope’s field of view, it illumi- 
nates both target and reticle at ranges 
far surpassing night-vision units (up 
to 800 yards). It’s also much simpler to 
use and less expensive than most de- ^ ^ 

cent night-vision devices. And its green \ 

laser beam doesn’t spook animals like 
a traditional spotlight does. 


\ 
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BY MIKE TOTH 


WHEN I WAS 10, my parents 
bought a home on a canal 
in Miami. I had a g-foot 
pram with a little 3/2-hp 
Evinrude motor. I used to 
put-put out of there into 
Biscayne Bay. By the time 
I was 15 , 1 was taking a 21- 
foot boat with a single en- 
gine all the way to Bimini. 

THE DAY OF the Christmas 
ball at my high school, my 
girlfriend begged me not to 
go fishing. She’d bought a 
special gown, and we were 
going to go to the Fon- 
tainebleau. But I went out 
that morning anyway and 
hooked a big blue marlin. I 
fought it into the night and 
ultimately broke it off. 

I MISSED THE dance. 

I FINALLY CAUGHT my first blue 
marlin off of the Bahamas 
when I was 21. It was a 
500-pounder, and I had to 
partially swamp the boat 
to get it in. 


WHEN I LEARNED my grand- 
father was on his deathbed, 
I went and told him I’d 
graduated the University 
of Miami with an account- 
ing degree and was work- 
ing as a CPA. The only 
way he could communi- 
cate was by writing on a 
blackboard. He wrote, 
“Why the hell do you 
want to do that?” It was a 
freeing experience. 

IN 1969 1 was fishing a tour- 
nament in Bimini. Af- 
ter battling a blue marlin 
for close to seven hours 
and losing it, I got inebri- 
ated and passed out on the 
dock. A fisherman named 
Harold Adler shook me 
awake, and we became 
friends. A year later an en- 
gine in Adler’s boat blew, 
and he asked me to fill in 
for him in a sailfish tour- 
nament at Bud N’ Mary’s 
Fishing Marina in Isla- 
morada. My boat won the 
tournament and I fell in 
love with the Florida Keys. 
I started keeping my boat 
at Bud N’ Mary’s, and in 
June of 1978 I bought it. 

JIMMY STEWART FISHED out of 

Bud N’ Mary’s. Paul New- 
man. Ted Williams. Sev- 
eral American presidents. 


We just had John Boehner 
here for the third or fourth 
time. 

I DECAME ODSESSED with bone- 
fish and fished a couple 
hundred days a year for 
them. No fish is more chal- 
lenging to catch on a fly 
rod. I guided my friend 
Vic Gaspeny in 1985 to 
what was then the world 
bonefish record on a fly 
rod. It weighed 14 pounds 
6 ounces. 

WHEN I FIRST got to the Keys, 
bonefish were marlin bait. 

IN 2003, GASPENY convinced 
me to try to catch a sword- 
fish off of Islamorada. 
Swordfishing back then 
was a nighttime opera- 
tion because the fish go 
deep during the day. Stay- 
ing out all night and trying 
to run a business during 
the day wasn’t working, 
so Vic suggested we try to 
catch one during the day. 
We had bricks and let out 
miles of heavy line. We 
were doing it all wrong — 
but when we brought it all 
in, a small swordfish was 
entangled in the line. 

I WENT FROM fishing for tail- 
ing bonefish in 2 feet of 


water to chasing swordfish 
in 3,000 feet of water with 
specialized gear. Now, 

I’ve captured or been wit- 
ness to the capture of 
about 700 swords. 

WITHOUT CONSERVATION AND 

catch-and-release, we 
would not be having this 
conversation right now. 

I STILL GO nighttime tarpon 
fishing. Being in a 16-foot 
boat with a 120-pound 
monster crashing your bait 
at sunset is one of the ulti- 
mates in fishing. 

ONCE I FOUND four Cuban ref- 
ugees on a raft made from 
inner tubes tied together 
40 miles offshore. They’d 
been drifting for five days. 

I took them onto my boat 
but had to stand by un- 
til the Coast Guard ar- 
rived. We gave them water 
and food, and after several 
hours I saw a big school 
of dolphin had gathered 
around their raft. I put rods 
and reels in the refugees’ 
hands, and we started bail- 
ing fish over the side. 

One of the men had a 
cloth tied together with 
string. Inside were coins, a 
ring, and a crucifix. They 
were all his worldly pos- 


sessions, and he gave them 
to me. I said no, but he in- 
sisted. And then he cried. 

rVE FOUND 30 or 40 rafts over 
the years. Some, far off- 
shore, were empty. You 
know what that means. 

PEOPLE COME DOWN here as 
a family and realize they 
can go out in an offshore 
or backcountry guide boat 
and fish among the clar- 
ity of the coral reefs, the 
beauty of the flats and 
mangroves, the wildness of 
the Everglades. You can’t 
do that at Disney World. 

I STARTED DRINKING when I 
was 14 or 15 and came to a 
bottom 24 years ago. I met 
myself and realized what 
I was doing. I love sobri- 
ety. I would have perished 
otherwise. 

GETWEEN AS AND 50 offshore, 
backcountry, and party- 
boat captains operate out 
of here. We get 200 to 250 
fishermen a day. Helping 
all these people make a liv- 
ing for 37 years has been a 
real satisfaction for me. 

IT’S NOT LIKE running a 
funeral home. That’s 
for sure. ® 
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Looking for a Fight 
Stanczykon board 
hisCafc/7-22inthe 
Gulf Stream. 



Doctor Developed 
male Enhaticcow** 




Available for purchase with coupon in fine stores 
everywhere or online at: 

www.appliednutrition.com 
Enter Coupon Code: 011761 


LIBIDO-MAX for MEN 

75 Count ONLY 



Consumer: Redeemable at retail locations only. Not valid for online or mail-order purchases. Retailer: , 
Irwin Naturals will reimburse you for the face value plus 8 (cents) handling provided it is redeemed by ^ 
a consumer at the time of purchase on the brand specified. Coupons not properly redeemed will be void ' 
and held. Reproduction by any party by any means is expressly prohibited. Any other use constitutes 
fraud. Irwin Naturals reserves the right to deny reimbursement (due to misredemption activity) and/ ' 
or request proof of purchase for coupon (s) submitted. Mail to: CMS Dept. 10363, Irwin Naturals, 1 Faw- 1 
cett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840. Cash value: .001 (cents). Void where taxed or restricted. ONE COUPON PER i 
PURCHASE. Not valid for mail order/websites. Retail only. il 
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By Rick Bass 
Photographs by Ya$|l<^+ iunko 


As time crawls toward the next 
^ whitetail opener, the author 
^ reflects on his past season — the 
stalks, the shots, the drags out, and 
every other memorable stage in the 
pursuit of deer 





TWELVE DEER 


OMETIMES I THINK there are 12 differ- 
ent stages of being a deer. There's the 
deer of the imagination, in the weeks 
and even months before the hunt — the 
seasons. There's the deer you don't 
see — the deer of your desire — and 
thirdly, the deeryou do see, and then de- 
cide whether to take — to attempt to 
take — or to let it go and search for an- 
other. Especially in the Texas Hill Country, where I hunt each year. 
The deer are not so large there as they are elsewhere, and truth be 
told as I age they become smaller, almost like air — as if you could fit 
them in an envelope, as if they existed more in your mind. It's their 
terrain, where you find them, that is so huge, in your mind, with 
10,000 points of attachment. Orion, bright burning in the southern 
sky; the way camp smells when you come back in midmorning, and 
bacon's frying, and out of habit you change out of your camouflage 
and leave those clothes in the sun, even though you may no longer 
really care for killing anything, even though you may care really not 
to kill anything. (Well, maybe a turkey. Always, in spring, you find 
yourself reading new wild turkey recipes.) 

Fourth, there are the deer your hunting camp talks about — 
almost anyone younger than you, brothers and cousins and 
nephews, they all still want deer. 


Fifth, the deer that got away. 

Sixth, the deer that are killed — by you or by another of your family. 

Seventh, the way the deer looks in its last moment of life, un- 
aware — so boldly, vitally alive, so unaware of the next-step of mor- 
tality — knowing only the physical senses of the world, which are or 
should be shared by us all. This brings up eventually the question of 
why we hunt, which is unanswerable, only maybe that it is in us, has 
always been in us — is still in some, not in others — and is what 
shaped and sculpted us as a species, and got us, for better and for 
worse, to where we are today. 

Eighth, the deer in the first second after the shot, whether with 
bow or rifle — the leap, the collapse, and then the stillness, and 
your heart hammering — you are changed. And then, half an hour 
later (the sunlight different, better; the returning sounds of morn- 
ing birds, or, conversely, the purple dulling and deepening of 
dusk), when you walk as quietly and respectfully as you can 
through the dry leaves (oak, hickory, hackberry, mesquite, ash) to 
where the mass of the animal is sleeping now, maybe not forever, 
but more about that later. 

(I forgot something: Before standing up and walking toward 
where the deer has fallen,you might place the empty bullet casing, 
still bright and warm, against the trunk of the tree where you were 
sitting, or on top of, or beneath, a rock — not litter, but instead like a 
hidden cairn, a memorial to time's river rolling past — years later. 








you or yours might or might not be able to find it again, might be 
sitting beneath that same tree and look down and see the browned 
metal cartridge, amid the soil and brown leaves and squirrel- 
chewed hulls of nuts, the engraving on the base smoothed by the 
world's erosive appetite, artifact...) 

There is the ninth deer, when you kneel beside the warmth of the 
animal and say “Thank you,” and touch, and marvel at, the hard- 
ened antlers of the king. 

The timeyou spend there is not insubstantial. 

Deer No. io, the drag out, or, if you're in the wayback, the pack 
out. The weight of your decision made manifest; the new responsi- 
bility. You're no longer the hunter. Nowyou're the gatherer, the pro- 
vider. Your people are waiting. 

This brings us to the nth deer. 

Deer No. 12, of course, is the last you'll ever see of the animal, and 
the last time the animal will still be the animal and not you, who are 
eating it. Twelve is the recipe, the meal, the thanksgiving, as you be- 
come the deer, ever-the-same, and yet ever-changing. But No. 11 is 
the last time the deer is in the world, really, as you peel the hide 
back and pull it from the chilling body, revealing the bounty, the 
miracle, silverskin and fascia separating red muscles, muscles your 
hands know well. 

It is January as I write this, and what I am rememberingthis morn- 
ing is last season, and the way a deer, a buck, can appear when you 



least expect it, and of how, even if you are no longer brimming with 
passion to kill one, the animal's presence still sends the old electrical 
current through you: recharges that relationship between you and 
the deer and the woods. I saw a nice buck and watched him — he was 
in full rut — and walked along behind him for a while, as he trotted 
ahead, but I did not shoot. 

I'm remembering, too, the way that in autumn, I walk up the hill 
and search for just the right stones, each about the size of a wal- 
nut, hickory nut, or pecan — round — which I fold beneath the nape 
of skin before attaching the rope to the skin to help me peel the 
hide off, revealing the meat, the bounty, the sustenance. With the 
little Hill Country deer I hunt it makes the job easier. It's a trick my 
father showed me. The hide comes off evenly, cleanly, easily; and 
the older I get, the more powerful and significant the transition in 
that step seems to me, deer No. 11, where you get the hide off, and 
get down to the real business, as if for the first time, of becoming 
the deer. 

The hunter, we all know, becomes his or her prey, and the prey, 
certainly, sculpts the hunter. 

What dozen variations are there, for and within each of us, and 
where, in the circle, are any of us, on any day? It does not matter, in 
autumn. In autumn, we walk through the woods, watching and 
searching and scenting and listening, still touching the earth so 
firmly, anchored by all these tides of deer. © 
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AutoAnything 


THE LAST AIR FILTER YOU’LL EVER BUY! 


K&N AIR FILTERS 

The washable and reusable pleated 
and oiled cotton gauze filtration 
medium runs up to 50,000 miles 
between cleanings, depending on 
highway conditions. Backed by a 
10-year / 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. 
Installs in minutes. 

"K&N are the best biters on the market 
I wouldn't use anything else. The first 
thing I do when I buy a new truck is 
order a K&N Filter for it Thanks K&N!!" 
-LewisW. (West Haven, UT) 


INCREASE POWER 
& TORQUE! 


K&N COLD AIR INTAKES* 

OE&nHT^nnrHj 

wttti the famous fiber ^[nwf-lun^ 

txLEiadcd ^ 1 1 indjUaDor. 





SUPERIOR TRUCK BED PROTECTION! 



BEDRUG 

NC1CT GEHERAT10H BEOUHERS 

BEDRUG TRUCK BED LINER 

BedRug looks like cozy carpeting, but it's 
tough as nails. The thick mat cushions 
your loads and helps stop cargo from 
sliding around. And, it's custom fit to your 
exact year, make and model, making for 
an easy installation. Durable all-plastic 
material stands up to heavy cargo and 
nasty weather. Lifetime Warranty. 


***** 

"My 20H I F-l 50 still has the original in it. Deer blood, 
fish guts, wood, mulch, you name It and it has with- 
stood the test of time. A guick power 
wash and ifs as good as new." 

- Mike H. (Havre de (jrace, MD) 




THE MOST ADVANCED TONNEAU EVER BUILT! 


BAK ROLL-X TONNEAU COVER 

Crafted from heavy-duty hinged aluminum 
panels and covered in premium-grade vin 
this ingenious tonneau is like nothing else on 
the road. You get the look of a classic tonneau 
the security of a hard cover and the full bed ac 
cess of a folding top — all in one cover. 


EASILY HAUL BOATS, BIKES &H0RE! M 

Haul your goods the right way with robust CURT Receiver Hitches. Featuring precision 
manufacturing for superior fit and strength. A durable powder coat ensures your receiver 
hitch looks great and stands up to the elements. Backed by a Lifetime Warranty 


BAKBOX 2 TOOLBOX $289°° 


"Looks awesome, keeps the belongings in the bed 
of my truck VERY secure. A thief is going to need a 
lot of time and tools to get in. Does not obstruct the 
driver's view . "- HregS. (Elkridge, MD) 


AutoAnythmg.com 1 888.591.6928 Free Shipping & 1-Year Price Guarantee 

@ 2013 . AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved. AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc. Another HiHHon Fddc " ^ All Priroc Rarl/oH fnr a Pull Year frnm Piirrha^ 

marks are the property of their respective owners. Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. vpar Trnm L^iirrna 


No Hidden Fees 


I Prices Backed for a Full Year from Purchase 
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Forecast and Blast 

Three strategies for early- 
season gobblers, no matter 
the weather ByscottBestui 


Cold Turkey 
A Montana tom j 
fans during an 
April snowfall. 


FIELDANDSTREAM.COM | Tl 



bird that’s gobbling the hardest on the limb 
and work him with aggressive hen yelping. 
When the action slows at midmorning, 
run-and-gun with a single hen decoy. 

When the weather stinks, stake a blind 
at the best food source in the morning and 
call aggressively, as above. In the after- 
noon, move your blind close to the roost 
site with multiple decoys nearby. 

THE EARLY SUMMER 

WEATHER PATTERN Sunny and calm, 
with warm days and mild nights. You feel 
guilty hunting when you should be mowing 
the lawn. 

BIRD BEHAVIOR Breeding is in full 
swing, with most gobbling dying off at fly- 
down as hens match up with toms. 

YOUR PLAY Patterning and scouting 
again becomes critical, but now you’re 
zeroing in on a specific gobbler. Get tight 
to his roost and coax him in with soft 
yelping. If the dawn setup doesn’t pan 
out, head for one of your bird’s strut 
zones or a hen feeding area and stake out 
a half-strut jake decoy paired with a hen. 

If you’re on private land, play on your 
gobbler’s dominance by combining hen 
yelping with jake gobbles. © 


THE RIPOLAR EXPRESS 

WEATHER PATTERN Unseasonably 
warm temperatures one day that plunge 
toward freezing the next. Wind speed and 
direction changing by the hour. 

BIRD BEHAVIOR Breeding will begin in 
fits and starts. Mature gobblers will get 
most of the action, making for lots of 
fired-up 2-year-olds. 

YOUR PLAY On nice days, set up on the 


THE LONG WINTER 

WEATHER PATTERN Persistent cold tern- 
peratures. Snow in the north. Sleet and rain 
farther south. Frigid northwest winds. 

BIRD BEHAVIOR Turkeys will be flocked 
up, usually near a high-calorie food source, 
such as a grainfield or oak ridge. Expect 
birds to roost on slopes or in shelterbelts 
out of the wind. 

YOUR PLAY Pattern the flock so you 
know where they roost and feed. At dawn, 
set up on a travel route between the roost 
and the closest food source. Coax the flock 
into range with aggressive yelping and mul- 
tiple decoys. If things get really tough, bust 
the flock by running at them. Set up at the 
site of the scatter, then use assembly yelps 
and kee kees to bring them back in. 


B e it March, April, or May, the first 
few weeks of turkey season can 
range from shivering to short- sleeve 
weather, or anything in between. 
Because nothing has a bigger effect 
on spring turkey behavior than 
Mother Nature, it’s vital to know how to 
score no matter what she serves up. 
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GEAR 


Take a Load Off 

Two innovative packs for gear- 
intensive gobbler hunts By M.D. Johnson 


I s your back sore from carrying the requisite 
1.46 metric tons of calls, camo, and other 
assorted gear in your turkey vest? These hybrid 
systems are small packs designed for carrying 
heavy loads. They have plenty of pockets for all 
of your gear and perhaps the best turkey seat that 
you’ve ever sat on. 


1 1 GABELA'S GROUND HUNTER 




$130; cabelas.com 
THE SPECS 1,831 cubic inches • 
6y2 lb. • 10 X 17-inch seat 
THE SKINNY Cabela s took 
two common accessories — the 
tubular-steel folding chair and the 
padded backpack — and combined 
them into one unique package 
that’s ideal for turkey hunters. 

The Ground Hunter has a variety 
of pockets, a large interior storage 
compartment for toting a bird, 
and three smaller pouches for 
quick access to calls. The 19-inch- 
high removable chair with a nylon 
sling-style seat is especially handy 
late in the season as grass gets 
taller and foliage thickens. Older 
hunters who can’t drop all the 
way down to the forest floor will 
appreciate the elevated position. 
BONUS An insulated, removable 
cooler attaches below the main 
compartment to keep refresh- 
ments frosty. © 


t I TENZING TZTP14 

$299; tenzingoutdoors.com 
THE SPECS 1,700 cubic inches • 
7y4 lb. • I2xi3y2-inch padded seat 
THE SKINNY I’ve shot fall hens 
that have weighed less than this 
large pack-and-seat unit. But it’s 
loaded with luxuries many turkey 
hunters want — or don’t yet know 
they want. There are 19 pockets, 
diaphragm sleeves, an expand- 
able gamebag, and enough pack 
space for an overnight trip. The 
integral aluminum frame has a 
built-in fold-down field chair with 
a comfortable padded seat and 
an air-cooled back pad, so even if 
there’s no nearby tree, you’ll have 
a rock-solid backrest. 

BONUS With a little top padding, 
like a rolled-up shirt or jacket, 
the foldout chair in the TP14 
makes a stable elevated shooting 
rest for a rifle or muzzleloader 
come fall. 



The Flextone 
Thunder Spit-N-Drum^ 
is the perfect close 
range call to coax 
stubborn gobblers 
those extra yards. 
The Thunder 
Spit-N-Drum™ gives 
a vocal reassurance 
that eliminates 
all doubts to call 
shy gobblers. 









PROJECTS 


Last-Minute Turkey Plot 

Plant winter wheat for spring 
gobblers, then kill a bird over it three 
weeks later By Michael R.Shea 


C lay Tietjen, an 18 -year-old college student 
from Penn Yan, N.Y., whacked his first 
gobbler over a spring winter-wheat plot his 
dad, Jeff, had planted a few weeks prior. 
Every year since, the Tietjens have gotten 
I their birds in these simple 20 x 20 -yard shooting 
! greens. “Really what we’re doing is attracting 
i hens,” Clay says. “We’re growing a meal for them 
now, and come May the gobblers will follow.” 


CHOOSE YOUR SPOT 


Wheat is hardy, but it still needs 
sun. The Tietjens look for clear-cuts 
and other openings in the woods 
about 200 yards from roost trees. 
The edges of cattle pastures or 
cropfields are good places to plant. 

PLANT THE SEED 

A little more than a month before 
the season opens, the Tietjens rake 
up a 2ox2o-yard square and lay 
down 5 pounds of wheat or buck- 
wheat seed. “If you can get a tractor 
in, disking and cultipacking works 
best,” Clay says. “If not, a rototiller 
or landscaping rake can be enough.” 
Rake rows into the dirt 15 inches 
apart and iy2 inches deep, lay down 
the seeds, and cover lightly. The 


Tietjens also leave a strip of broken 
but unplanted ground along the 
edges for dusting sites. 


While Clay is busting sod, his dad, 
Jeff, sets up aground blind about 
10 yards from the edge of the plot. 
This ensures that any tom that steps 
into the wheat is no more than an 


By opening day the crop is several 
inches high, providing the turkeys 
with new shoots and insects to eat. 
The Tietjens sneak in well before 
light and sit the whole morning. 
“Last year the biggest bird I killed 
wal ked by at 1 1 30,” Clay says. © 


SET THE BLIND 


easy 30-yard shot away. 

WAIT THEM OUT 
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Zoom Tube 


Yamamoto Senko 


1 WEIGHT LOSS 

Lightening up your tube jighead creates a 
slower rate of fall, and the reduced weight 
makes it easier to swim tubes over deep weeds 
without getting covered in vegetation. If you’d 
normally use a y4-ounce jighead, try Vs ounce. 
Opt for tube colors that match baitfish, such 
as golden or silver shiner, instead of crawfish, 
which aren’t apt to be near the top of the 
weeds. Cast across the flow and let the tube 
swing downstream as the boat drifts. If you’re 
on the bow, cast farther ahead of the drift and 
retrieve slightly faster than the current so the 
tube glides and darts as it falls. 

Z SLOW DANCE 

In calm or rippled water, wacky rig a 
Senko and fish it weightless, targeting 
the outside edges of weedlines, or open patches 
in deep weeds. On days when the fish are less 
aggressive, the slow wobbling action of the 
falling Senko will prove its worth. Use muted 
colors, like green pumpkin or smoke. Feather 
line with your finger on the spool as the bait 
falls, maintaining just enough tension to keep 
contact. To get an early jump on a strike, watch 
the spot where your line enters the water for 
any change in direction or sudden slack. 

3 TOUGH OF THE DUDDLY 

Some of the biggest summer small- 
mouths are taken in weedy shallows 
early and late in the day. To target these fish, 
insert a bit of plastic bubble wrap into a 372- 
inch tube, and then rig it Texas-style on a 1/0 
Gamakatsu Skip Gap hook. Next, pinch a small 
split shot a few feet above the tube. The shot 
will take the rig to the bottom along thicker 
weed edges, but the buoyant tube will fall very 
slowly behind the weight. If it doesn’t get hit on 
the fall, let the rig settle to the bottom. As the 
tube hovers off the river bed, impart slow hops 
to mimic a baitfish trying to right itself. © 


C rawfish, baitfish, and 
hellgrammites in open 
water all avoid predators 
by scooting to the bot- 
tom. That’s why it’s so com- 
mon for smallmouths to strike 
soft plastics on the drop. To in- 
crease the chances that you’ll 
flip the bail and have a fish on 
right away, try these tweaks to 
make your baits look even sex- 
ier on the descent. 
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GEAR 


The Trout Skinny 

Build the perfect microlight spinning outfit to 
score bigger ’bows and browns ByMarkModoski 



Southern Spin 
A Kentucky brown 
that nailed a Blue 
Fox Vibraxspinjier. 



LOSE YOUR SEAT 

A light trout rod with a 
Tennessee-style cork handle — 
which has no fixed reel seat- 
will improve sensitivity and take 
a bit of bulk out of your stick. 
Bass Pro's Microlite ($50) is a 
great choice. When you attach 
the reel, anchor the foot first 
with V4-inch masking tape. 
Next, cover that tape with elec- 
trical tape. The masking-tape 
base will prevent cork damage. 



REEL SMALL 

To keep overall weight low, you 
want a compact reel that will 
balance with the rod. Such a 
setup will increase accuracy 
and control when casting tiny 
lures. Look for reels classed for 
1- to 4-pound-test, such as Shi- 
mano's SedonasooFD ($60). 
It doesn't cost more than a din- 
ner for two on a Friday night, 
and it will handle years of big- 
trout punishment. 



USE FINE LINE 

Trout are notoriously line-shy. 
A big mistake anglers make is 
using line that's too heavy. This 
is an especially bad idea in clear 
streams. Use no more than 
4-pound-test on a microlight 
outfit; you'd be wise to opt for 
fluorocarbon-coated monofila- 
ment. I like P-Line's Fluoroclear 
($10), as it provides the easy 
castability of mono with the low 
visibility of fluorocarbon. © 


I MAKE IT 
NATURAL 

Trout can be fin- 
icky and spooky. 
To up your catch 
rates, eliminate 
any elements 
from your pre- 
sentation that 
might make your 
offering look 
less than natu- 
ral. Don't be the 
lazy guy with the 
snap-swivel. Take 
the time to tie di- 
rectly to your lure 
wheneveryou 
make a change. 

A shiny swivel's 
added visibil- 
ity can turn off a 
picky trout, and 
even the small- 
est snaps can af- 
fect the action of 
atiny lure, espe- 
cially in fast cur- 
rent. If you're us- 
ing worms, dough 
baits, or shiners 
and need addi- 
tional weight, opt 
for split shot in- 
stead of a barrel 
swivel and an egg 
sinker. Also, use 
the smallest shot 
possible that gets 
the bait down 
to the fish. The 
lighter lead re- 
duces the sound 
of the weight 
knocking off 
rocks, keeps you 
from getting hung 
up on the bottom, 
and helpsyou de- 
tect strikes much 
faster. — M.M. 
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SKILLS 


Panfish Practice 

Catch more “grown-up” 
species by flyfishing for 
bluegills ByJoeCermele 


M 


ost anglers have the bluegill to thank for getting them 
hooked on fishing. Unfortunately, many also forget about 
this introductory species after they graduate from dip- 
I ping worms on the shore of the local park pond. That’s a 
mistake, because not only are bluegills a blast on a light fly rod, 
but catching them hones your casting and presentation skills, 
which can help you catch more of the “grown-up” species later. 



HAUL FOR IT 

Bluegills will eat almost any wet or dry fly, 
but there is arguably no more enjoyable way 
to catch them than with small foam poppers. 
These flies are fairly air-resistant, forcing you 
to cast with a bit more oomph. ICs a great 
excuse to practice your double haul, which 
will come in handy the next time you need 
to deliver a bigger popper to bass, or a bulky 
streamer to trout. 


KEEP THE CHANGE 

Typically plentiful and aggressive, bluegills 
provide the perfect opportunity to experiment 
with retrieve styles that may help you figure 
out how to work a fly for another species later. 
Keep changing from letting the popper sit still, 
to imparting a subtle pop every few seconds, to 
rapidly chugging it across the surface. Take note 
of the conditions, and which retrieve scores the 
most fish. I guarantee you’ll be able to use that 
information later for a more substantial target. 

HONE THE ZONE 

Since bluegills will hit a fly in almost any condi- 
tions, casting to them before switching over to 
bass can help you locate a few bucketmouths. 
Take note of how quickly a bluegill eats your 
fly. If they are piling on and fighting over it, cast 
farther and farther until strikes diminish. There 
is a good chance this quiet zone is where a bass 
is holding in ambush. Switch to a heavier outfit 
and bomb a larger popper or meaty streamer 
in this area — a fly that matches a bluegill’s 
color and pattern is a smart choice. © 
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GHILLGASM 


AIRGILL CHILL ZERO 

We combined Omni-Shade sun protection with Omni-Freeze ZERO 
sweat-activated cooling technology to create a feeling so awesome 
we had to make up words to describe it. Experience it for yourself. 
Visit columbia.com. 
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TIPS 


A Cut Above 

Trim the fins on your 
big live baits to hook 
more stripers BvJoeGermeie 


I n spring, coastal striped bass gorge on menha- 
den— a.k.a. bunker. In freshwater, landlocked 
stripers chow down on gizzard shad. Both of 
these baitfish can measure up to 14 inches, which 
means theyYe not likely to get eaten by a small bass. 
The problem with these species, however, is that 
they school tightly together, and when stripers are 
attacking a giant pod of menhaden or shad, the one 
with the hook in it doesn’t stand out from the rest. 

To make your bait more noticeable, use scissors to 
cut off one or both of the bait’s tail fins. This will 
hinder its ability to swim with thegroup, causing itto 
sink belowthe school. It will also give your baita 
vibration that’s different from the others, and strip- 
ers often key in on the distressed oddball. © 




*m\n sag 

JHIO QUIDiSERlES- TKKU VQ 
3SOO GUDi SERIES^ UCHU lAiG 


NEWGiriDE SERIES^” TACKLE BAGS 


Wrfh the new Plono &jide TacNIie Bag, 

Vourfavarlte bolts and lutes- ara cJways reodv 
and DdCM^ibte. A mftldAdtQpcdnvsniardty 
holds D ^dwAwoy* LThlfty box lo 

Drganfze nil of yDurfrequentty used taakle. 
And Oown below, thlecompoct bo^ Nold^ a 
of addition pi StpwAwpyid!ility btnteslhat 
con be colloAt up whenower needed. 







A 

1 


i 


I 

4 


-BUYER’S GUIDE 
-READER TEST 


REEL WARS 
2015 

We pitted new 
low-profile 
baitcasters 
against one 
another to find 
out which fresh 
bass buster 
belongs on your 
boat (and fits 
your budget) 
this season 
By Joe Cermele 





Battle Formation * 
The year’s new 
baitcasters line up. 



^ F lEl D I EIT 


^Afew months 
ago, F&S con- 
tributor Mark 
Modoski and I 
talked our way 
onto a private 
lake for adawn- 
to-dusk large- 
mouth quest. 

We started the 
morning armed 
with every- 
thingfrom jerk- 
baits to Carolina 
rigs to Flukes, 
and by the time 
we backed the 
trailer down the 
ramp that eve- 
ning, we’d put 
25 bass (and a 
bunch of pickerel 
and walleyes) 
in the net. More 
important — 
maybe — is that 
in 11 hours on the 
water, and just as 
many hours off, 
we put the eight 
hottest new low- 
profile baitcast- 
ing reels through 
their paces, test- 
ingthem for 
construction, 
comfort, func- 
tionality, per- 
formance, and 
more. Here’s how 
they stacked up. 




SHIMAN0CURAD0200IHG 
$180; FISH.SHIMANO.COM 


TOTAL SCORE 92 
SPECS 7.2:1 gear ratio • 
7.4 oz. • i4-lb.-test/ioo-yd. 
line capacity 
HITS It fits great in the 
hand, produced fewer 
backlashes than any other 
reel in the test, and out- 
scored some that cost sig- 
nificantly more. Killer value. 
MISSES The rubber 
Power Grip handle knobs 
are not as comfortable as 


some. It’s a touch heavy. 
THE REEL DEAL Quality 
is emphasized here over 
flashy looks. With precisely 
aligned gears that ramp 
up winching power and re- 
duce friction, this 2015 F&S 
Best of the Best Award 
winnerwon’t torque under 
heavy strain. And it deliv- 
ers even light baits very far 
and very accurately. It’s a 
utilitarian tank. 



PFLUEGER PATRIARCH XT 
$250;PFLUEGERFISHING.G0M 


TOTAL SCORE 89 
SPECS 6.4:1 gear ratio 
• 5.8 oz.* 12/145 line 
capacity 

HITS Ten ball bearings 
make this sharp-looking 
new reel buttery smooth 
on both the cast and the 
retrieve. 

MISSES It isn’t cheap, 
particularly comingfrom a 
company that’s known for 
offering affordable tackle. 


THE REEL DEAL The new 

Patriarch is exceptionally 
light, thanks mainly to 
the carbon-fiber handle 
and carbon-infused side 
plates. You can fish it all day 
without fatigue, and unlike 
some light reels, this one 
doesn’t feel cheap. The 
easy-open side plate makes 
dialing in the brake a fast, 
simple task when you’re 
changing lure weights. 



QUANTUM SMGKE SPEED FREAK PT 
$200;QUANTUMFISHING.GDM 


TOTAL SCORE 79 
SPECS 8.1:1 gear ratio 
• 6.4 oz.* 12/135 line 
capacity 

HITS The whopping 
35-inches-per-turn line re- 
trieve gobbles upslackfor 
the set when a bass hits 
and swims at you. 

MISSES Not as smooth to 
cast as some other models; 
spool madean audible hiss 
when spinningfast. 


THE REEL DEAL The 

Speed Freakfished very 
well, but aside from the 
high retrieve rate, nothing 
about its performance 
really stood out in our 
tests. Still, it’s agood, solid 
all-around baitcasting reel; 
it’s not too heavy or too 
light, its spool tension ad- 
justed easily, and it offers 
quality construction at a 
decent price. 



ABU GARCIA REVD BEAST 
$350;ABUGARGIA.G0M 


TOTAL SCORE 77 
SPECS 7.1:1 gear ratio * 9.4 
oz. *12/180 line capacity 
HITS Oversize handle 
knobs offer better fighting 
leverage and a surer grip. 
MISSES Large and bulky 
in the hand, this reel is 
not as comfortable as the 
others. 

THE REEL DEAL Forget 
the score on this one. 
Here’s all you need to 


know: If you want a spe- 
cialty reel for working big 
swimbaits and Alabama 
rigs, this is it. The Beast 
is a smooth and power- 
ful machine, and its 
22-pound drag capacity 
will come in handyfor 
cranking big baits for big 
fish. But as an everyday 
bass reel— which is what 
we tested for — these fea- 
tures are overkill. 
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13 FISHING CONCEPT C 
$230; 13FISHING.COM 


I* 


CABELA'SVERANO 
$150; CABELAS.COM 



TOTAL SCORE 85 
SPECS 6.6:1 gear ratio 
• 6.1 oz. •12/100 line 
capacity 

HITS Cork handle knobs 
are unique and very com- 
fortable. Precise brake 
adjustments are a snap via 
the easy-access side plate. 
MISSES There was a 
bittoo much play in the 
spool-tension-release 
button. 


THE REEL DEAL As 

13 Fishing is a relative new- 
comertothe market, this 
wild card’s performance 
really impressed us. The 
Concept C is a well-made, 
smooth- and accurate- 
casting reel with a very 
hip look. Ifyou’re into 
customization, the com- 
pany’s online Trick Shop 
lets you handpickyour 
component colors. 


TOTAL SCORE 8o 
SPECS 7.3;i gear ratio 
• 6.85 oz. *12/130 line 
capacity 

HITS The high retrieve 
rate is ideal for aggres- 
sively working crankbaits 
and spinnerbaits. 

MISSES The spool- 
tension adjustment was 
finicky on ourtest reel. It 
took more tinkeringto dial 
in than the others. 


THE REEL DEAL The 

Verano seemed heavy in 
our hands, which isn’ta 
bad thing; it felt solid and 
rugged — like nothingwill 
break if it bangs around 
in the boat. We had some 
minor backlash issues 
tied to drag adjustments, 
but all in all, this isasolid 
reel at a great price that 
should weather long-term 
punishment. 



DAIWATATULAHD200H 

$200;DAIWA.G0M 


TOTAL SCORE 74 
SPECS 6.3;i gear ratio • 8.1 
oz. • 14/165 line capacity 
HITS Asmallerspool 
diameter gives this reel 
a very high line capacity, 
which can save you with 
hard-runningfish. 
MISSES There’s a raised 
flare toward the front of 
the frame that rubbed 
sore spots on our fingers. 
THE REEL DEAL We had 


some comfort issues, but 
this reel is an incredibly 
smooth caster with tight 
tolerances. Daiwa’s new 
T-Winglineguide is wide 
on the top to let line flow 
out more easily on the 
cast, and tapered at the 
bottom to channel it back 
on evenly. It’s a creative 
feature, though it did not 
make an obvious differ- 
ence in casting distance. 



BROWNING MEDALLION GT 
$80;BASSPR0.G0M 


TOTAL SCORE 65 
SPECS 6.4;i gear ratio • 

7 oz. • 12/130 line capacity 
HITS For a reel with an 
entry-level price, it’s built 
with quality components. 
MISSES Spool adjust- 
ments are not as fine as 
those on the other reels 
we tested. 

THE REEL DEAL The 

Medallion has a machined 
aluminum frame,aforged 


aluminumspool,and 
a titanium-coated line 
guide, butthe construc- 
tion is comparatively poor. 
A little clunky in the hand, 
the reel lacks the smooth 
operation and tight toler- 
ances of the others. If 
you’re on a tight budget 
and don’t get out a lot, it’s 
fine. Otherwise, it may not 
last for more than a few 
seasons of hard use. 



fHE fESf 


^ We spooled all the 
reels with 8-pound 
monofllainent, 
matched them with 
7-foot medium- 
action rods, and 
fished with each 
for at least an hour 
during the course of 
the day. With each 
reel, we separately 
flipped and pitched, 
measured maximum 
casting distance, 
and tested accu- 
racy by repeatedly 
casting to various 
targets. We engaged 
the drags at various 
settings to feel 
for any hiccups or 
stuttering. During 
the process, we 
awarded scores of 
1 to 10 for construc- 
tion, comfort, drag, 
adjustability and 
casting perfor- 
mance. Finally, 
we combined our 
scores for a maxi- 
mum total of too 
points per reel. -J.C. 
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READER TEST 


POWER IN YOUR PACK 

Readers put four portable chargers to the test for an entire season to see 
which delivered the best packable backup power By Slaton l white 


For better or worse, portable electronics are in- 
creasingly taken afield by sportsmen. What’s an 
outdoor adventure without Candy Crush, right? But how 
do you keep your smartphone or GPS powered up when 


you’re off the grid? The answer is portable power char- 
gers. We gave four experienced sportsmen four different 
models to use for an entire season to see which produced 
the most juice in the most portable and rugged package. 





BRUNTON RESYNC 
$168;BRUNT0N0UTD00R.G0M 
★ ★★★★ 

THE LOWDOWN Based on perfor- 
mance, durable construction, and 
value, the lo-ounce Resync took the 
top spot. Corelli gave it high marks 
because “it came with the most 
accessories, including standard and 
micro USB cables, and a wall charger. 
Lots of value here.” 

Anselmo also liked that all required 
cables were provided. He said the 
Resync was “quite portable and con- 
venient to carry” and delivered more 
recharges than any other. 

Cone noted that the “back of the 
power pack has a spot to hold USB 
adapters for multiple devices. You 
don’t have to carry extra things.” To 
Miller, the charger felt “bombproof 
in the field.” 

HITS “Built -in trickle charger.” 
—Corelli 

MISSES “Bigger and heavier than 
some of the other units.” — Miller 


MOPHIE JUICE PACK 
POWERSTATIONPRO 
$100; MOPHIE.COM 

■fr * -Jit -A- 1 

THE LOWDOWN The Mophie 
(12.6 ounces) won praise for overall 
durability but lost points because 
testers felt it didn’t deliver as many 
recharges as the others. Corelli said 
the unit worked fine with his phone 
but struggled to fully charge his iPad. 
On the other hand, it withstood being 
dropped from his treestand and 
weathered use in his duck boat with 
no adverse effects. Miller noted the 
same. “It’s built to stand up to abuse 
and a drop or two, which happened.” 
But he felt that such a rugged unit 
should be waterproof, which it isn’t. 

While the power pack charges 
quickly, said Cone, “it’s too easily 
drained of power. I can only get three 
to four charges from it.” 

HITS “Basic but tough.” —Core/// 
MISSES “USB port covers don’t stay 
in place .” — Cone 


ENERGIZER UNIVERSAL 
MULTI-PORT CHARGER 
$75; ENERGIZER.COM 
★ ★★★ 

THE LOWDOWN Three testers 
really liked the performance of this, 
the smallest of the four models 
(Bounces). In particular, they singled 
out its ability to charge two devices at 
the same time, which “came in handy 
on a regular basis,” said Anselmo. 
“Two thumbs up!” 

Miller called it “well built and 
compact. It gave three full charges for 
a smartphone, which was as good or 
betterthan some of the other units 
tested. It stores a lot of energy for 
being so small.” 

ForCone, however, the unit 
delivered just two charges before it 
needed to be recharged. “I would ex- 
pect to find it sold at gas stations,” he 
said. “For what it is, it’s overpriced.” 
HITS “Excellent value.” — Anselmo 
MISSES “The connecting ports are 
exposed to the elements.” — Corelli 


GOLIOXCELLERATOR^HUB 

$99;$0LI0.C0M 

* + + T 

THE LOWDOWN The only model in 
the bunch with solar charging ability, 
the Solio (4.6 ounces) was deemed 
innovative but fragile. “It has the wow 
factor with solar,” said Miller. “It’s the 
real deal.” But like the other testers, 
he worried about overall durability. 

When it was all juiced up, the Solio 
did not deliver as many recharges 
as the others, noted Corelli. “But 
because it’s a two-in-one unit — both 
traditional and solar— the unit itself 
can be recharged in the sun. That’s a 
real plus on a long wilderness trip.” 

Cone said it was a “great idea, but 
the solar panel was simply too fragile, 
and took too longto charge up. The 
product is worth it, though, for some- 
one who is easy on his equipment.” 
HITS “Off-the-grid green power.” 
—Miller 

MISSES “The solar panel is an acci- 
dent waitingto happen .” — Anselmo 


WOODY ANSELMO, 40 

KYLE GONE, 29 

CHRIS CORELLI, 49 

RUSSELL MILLER, 31 ' 

Home Hunling/Fishing Area: Pennsylvania 

Home Hunling/Fishing Area; Georgia 

Home Hunling/Fishing Area: New York 

Home Hunling/Fishing Area: Washinglon 

Days Hunted/Fished per Year; 50 

Days Hunted/Fished per Year; 3DD 

Days Hunled/Fished per Year; 5D 

Days Hunled/Fished per Year; 1DD 

RATINGS ★ ZZZZZZ ★ ★ I’M WAITING 

★ ★ ★ LIVE WIRE ★ ★ ★ ★ ZAP! ★ ★ ★ ' 

k ★ THUNDERBOLT 
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Upper Class Just Got 
Lower Priced 

Finally, luxury built for value — not for false status 


O nly a few of us are born 
with silver spoons in 
our mouths. Until Stauer 
came along, you needed 
an inheritance to buy a 

timepiece with class and When you use your 


TAKE 
78% OFF 
INSTANTLY! 


hands. Turn the watch over 
and examine the 2 7- jew- 
eled automatic movement 
through the exhibition 
back. When we took the 
watch to George Thomas 


refinement. Not any INSIDER OFFER CODE (the most renowned 



FIX NASTY 

SCRAPES 

FOR LITTLE 





See how easy it is to restore 
that like-new finish in just an 
afternoon. Watch our online 
how-to videos to show you how. 



Paint pens 

'A 01 and 2 oz bottles 
12 oz spray cans 
Ready-to-spray pints, 
quarts and gallons 

Automotivetouchup.com 

888 - 710-5192 


more. The Stauer Magnificat II brings 
the impeccable quality and engineer- 
ing once found only in the watch 
collections of the idle rich. The strik- 
ing case, finished in luxurious gold, 
compliments an etched ivory-colored 
dial exquisitely. By using advanced 
computer design and robotics, we 
have been able to drastically reduce 
the price on this precision movement. 
It took three years of development 
and $26 million in advanced 
Swiss-built watch-making machin- 
ery to create the Magnificat IL Look 
at the interior dials and azure-colored 


watchmaker and watch historian in 
America), he disassembled the 
Magnificat II and estimated that this 
fine timepiece would cost over $2,500. 
We all smiled and told him that the 
Stauer price was less than $90. He 
was stunned. 

Try the Magnificat II for 60 days and 
if you are not receiving compliments, 
please return the watch for a full 
refund of the purchase price. The 
precision-built movement carries a 2 
year warranty against defect. If you 
trust your own good taste, the 
Magnificat II is built for you. 


Stauer Magnificat II Timepiece — tjPP * 
Offer Code Price $ 87 ~+ S&P SAVE $311“! 

}bu must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

1 - 800 - 973-3089 

Your Offer Code: MAG376-07 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. MAG376-07 ^ j|j ^' 

^ V Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.Stauer.com ““ J 

Rating of A-i- 

Discount for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices"'' 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-800-445-2714. 




F6cS /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 


HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALI¥Y ¥OOLS A¥ RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
doiiars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 


SUPER COUPON 


FREE 


■■I 


membership, extended service pians or on any of the foiiowing: compressors, generators, tooi 

( storage or carts, weiders, fioor jacks, Towabie Ride-On Trencher, Saw Miii (item 61712/62366/67138), 
Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking iot saie items. Not vaiid on 

I prior purchases after 30 days from originai purchase date with originai receipt. Non-transferabie. 
Originai coupon must be presented. Vaiid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

i llll]JHlllllllllllVUillllll]||llll 



WlfH /WY PURCHASE * 

:Etsi=rECi-L I 

7 FUNCTION ■ 
DIGITAL ' 
MULTIMETER ' 


Item I 

98025/69096 sS I 


ITEM 90899 



:k iN'fi n rv -I ipc'p 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our I 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by caliing 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferabie. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

Illllllllllllillllllilllllllllllllll 


■VlPiP yiPiart 1 



INDUSTRIAL 
EAR MUFFS 


30”, 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

WfS. o'S LOT NO. 95272 
Capacity shown 69397/61427 



AJiifp Item 43768 

shown 

60% 

REG. PRICE $4.99 

iiiiiiiiiigiiiiiiiiitiiijiiiiiiiiiiu 

.j n Lf 1 -4- .1 n P 

per customer per daO LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
— — coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

wmm¥mm wKwm^^w ™-"— 



SUIMREHUlTU 

3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 


Item 

95275 

shown 


LOT NO. 95275 
60637/61615 


SAVE 

55 % 


$0099 

III 


18” MACHETE WITH! 
SERRATED RLADE I 




.rihi'p-v I ^'311 f 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferabie. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


SAVE 
61 % 

imiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiijiiiii 



Item 

69910 

shown 



$ 68142/61256 i 

T ' ' 6e813/61_8M j 


1.51 CUDIC FT. 
SOLID STEEL DIGITAL 
FLOOR SAFE 


Item 68142 




344-iji REG. PRICE $12.99 

I LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
f Non-transferabie. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer pe~ 




I il I 

one coupon per custc 


I'.i 


LOT NO. 
91006/61565 

$9999 

REG. PRICE $169.99 

nil lirililllllllllll 111111]] IF 


SAVE 

$70 

Item 91006 
shown 



le coupon per customer per day. 


IrAPID pump® 1 -5 TON 

RlUMINUM RACING JACK 

I • 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 

Most Vehicles 

I lot no. 68053/69252 . 27 lbs. 

i 60569/62160/62496 


^ I PiG.PRICIfW 



Item 

68053 

shown 







4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 

drllliTKz^tar ] 


SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD I 
ALUMINUM LOADING RAMP 


LOT NO. 95578 3 
69645/60625 i 


_ REG. PRICE $ 19 . 99 ) 

lllllllMiltIHIIIIIIRIinilllll 

n hk!^ 1 1 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount ji 
■" coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. J 
* — ‘-ible. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.J 



900 PEAK/ 

IIP 700 RUNNING WATTS, 


LOT NO. 
66619/69381 
60338/62472 


2HP(63CCL2 CYCLEi 
“iGASRECREJmONALi 






LOT NO. 90018 i 


SAVE 69595/60334 > 

$7 


70 


Item 9001 8 shown j 

$7999 1 

J REG. PRICE $149.99 I 

iiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiliilii I 


• 15001b. 

Capacity 

I LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreighI 

I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purcnase witn original receipt. Utter gooa wnile supplies last. . or coupon or p 
* Non-transferabie. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. * Non-transferab 



60", 4 DRAWER 
HARDWDOD WORKBENCH I 

'-OTNO. 

' QAI/F 93454 

1 §770 


’ GENERATOR < 




^ *13999 

REG. PRICE $249.99 

llllllllllitllllllllllllllinilllt 


Item 93454 shown 


31, HU- r"l 1 u ^ 

„ ir by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.co 

ir purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. . ' j- - < 

3 . Original coupon must be *'■- < » j-.- » 


or HarborFreight.i 

' ys from original purchase with origi 

)e presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



TORQUE ' 
WRENCHES ; 

1/4" DRIVE : 

LOT NO. 2696/61277 * 

3/8" DRIVE I 

LOT NO. 807/61276 ■ 

1/2" DRIVE I 

LOT NO. I 
239/62431 ■ 

A- Item 239 j 
shown I 

by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 








ll//IKy S UPER COUPON! 


lU OLIUIIK 


-jHD , 
MITER SAW 
W»aeB|||kfl3U{ i> 

Item 98199 LOT NO. |[ 
shown 98199/61307 J 
on 61971/61972' 

n stia** 

■^5 




SAVE 

40 % 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiniiiiiiuiiiiiniiiiii 


■lufi jri»M 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount I 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. ■ 


lot NO. 93897/69265/62344 k 

S $Q^ j 

Shown ’ 

HI “-gig 

“ wVfrFi camoiIflagY 

s«ifn»t» POLY ROPE 

SAVE 


REG. PRICE $29.99 

at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
"r purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


1000 LB. CAPACITY 
„e„,4ioo5 SWING-BACK ■ 
Shown trailer JACK 

LOT NO. 

OillfC 41005/69780 

M% *1999“ 

lllllll!lllllllllllllllllll;ll:ilDll!l 

_...1IT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
-Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
■presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



LOT NO. 
47835/61674 

!Q49 PRICE 

$8 99 

jiiEiiiiiiiiiijiiinjiiiiiiiii; 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


12 VOLT, 10/2/50 AMP 
BATTERY CHARGER/ 
ENGINE STAinBt 

LOT NO. 66783/60581 
66653/62334 


Item 60653 
shown 


iiiiiiriiiiiuiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiii: 


SAVE 
62 % 

$2099 

REG. PRICE $79.99 



I LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount P LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. ■ or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days frc — 1 ;— i— . 

* Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit fnimnn npr niQtnmor nor Hou ' Mnn-tranoforohio ririninal r-nimnn miict ho 


ELECTRIC CHAINSAW 
SHARPENER 





industrial QyALITY‘ 
roller CABINET I 

ivM lot NO. 67681/69395^2499 I 
Weighs 441 lbs. $700^ 

iiW'iW 

" 4 PIECE 1"x 15 FT. 

RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 


LOT NO. 

68221/61613 :kiiiiiv-v- 

I LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
. or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last, 
i Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

■ mZr ' 5/if .y 14 FT .‘grade 431 

TOWING CHAIN 




5400 lb. 
Capacity 


55% ^19®® 

REG. PRICE $44.99 






WIRELESS SECURITY 
ALERT SYSTEM 


rrti 

LOT NO. 
Item 93068 

93068 69590/61910 

62447 


shown 


i *1199 


REG. 

PRICE 

$29.99 


30011072-1 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.cotn or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 


LOT NO. 90984/60405 
61524/62322 





ItSID 90984 

\JtUF shown 

60% $799 

REG. PRICE $19.99 

lllllllilllllllKllllllllllllllllllllll 


1-2567. Cannot be used with other discount I "T ,, 
' receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
imit one coupon per customer per day. ■jf, 

iOFTrxiVFT' 

PORTABLE 
, -..—GARAGE 

120 □ 


Item 60238 shown 


8 ’’, 5 SPEED 
BENCH MOUNT 
DRILL PRESS 

lot no. 60238/62390 
62520 






“Lim'Sw coupon per c^om^peijay. 

1/2" industwaTSSauty 

SUPER HIGH TORQUE 
IMPACT WRENCH 

LOT NO. 68424 

•700 ft. lbs. 

Max. Torque £-j!m 


$17999| ^ 

" REG. PRICE $299.99 1 ^ 


$7499 


REG. 

PRICE 

$129.99 


TlilhUfl '■ 2 -y'* 


I LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
. or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. | or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. , or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
■ Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/1 7/1 5. Limit one coupon per customer per day. * Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/1 7/1 5. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 9 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/1 7/1 5. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


> No Hassle Return Policy 
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools 


• 550 Stores Nationwide 

• HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-8oo-445-27i4. 
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E-CLASSIC OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE 

WINTER INSTALLS 
ARE AVAILABLE! 


Scan the code using any 
QR-code reader app on your 
smartphone to learn about 
limited-time, money-saving 
offers! Message and data rates 
may apply. 


How to stop paying high 
heating bills. 

Families that heat their homes with an E-Classic 
outdoor wood furnace take pride in knowing 
they are saving thousands of dollars annually on 
heating bills. With energy prices skyrocketing, 
how much could you save if you were able to 
heat your entire home, water and more with an 
E-Classic outdoor wood furnace? Contact your 
nearest Central Boiler dealer today to find out. 

Visit CentralBoiler.com or call (800) 248-4681 

for the dealer nearest you. 


All E-Classic models adapt easily to new or existing heating systems. It's important that your outdoor furnace and system be 
^^^^^^roperi^ize^n^nstalle^e^ouMo«MealeiTonmor^nfomnatior^2^^^i^^ 



• Fits in car trunk • Takes up to 3 HP 

Just $899 as shown with FREE SHIPPING 

Our Sea Eagle 285fpb Frameless Pontoon Boat 
is one mean green fishing machine! It inflates 
in 5 minutes, packs in a car trunk and goes 
anywhere the real lunkers lurk! 

Call 800 - 944-7496 for 

FREE Color Catalog & Material Sample 
See more at: SeaEagle.com 

19 N. Columbia Street, Port Jefferson, NY 11777 
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ALL THB PARTS YOUR CAR WILL EVCRIVEEB 







Smooth Out Driveways with the 

DR® POWER GRADER! 


FILL IN POTHOLES and smooth out washboard 
caused by water drainage. 

Finally a way to do 
it yourself!! 


TOWS BEHIND 

your Lawn Tractor 
orATV. 


REMOTE 

CONTROL 

of grading 
depth, 



Call for FREE Catalog and DVD! 

800-423-0358 

D Rpowergrader.com 



ENJO¥^A COEmNUDtA SUPPLY OP fi 
soft TOUfl evefiT h£ECL 


W^TH El 101 
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l=> 11V.34B.4Tt1 |EETAMKLC5Si.COH ^ 


Burn SAFELY with the 
Stainless Steel 


Portable Burn-Cage' 


Perfect For... 

• Old Leaves and 
Branches 

• Sensitive Financial 
Documents 



Burnable House- 
hold Waste 


CLEANER, MORE EFFICIENT 
FIRES. Perforated lid and 
sidewalls maximize airflow 
and trap burning embers. 
High burn temperatures 
mean thorough incineration 
with less residue and ash. 

LIGHTWEIGHT and portable. 


Now burn MORE, 
even FASTER, with our 



NEW XL MODEL! 


No more UNSAFE 
rusty barrel! @ 

Call today for FREE Information Kity 
Pricing, and Factory Direct Coupon. 

TOLL-FREE 

800 - 423-0358 

BurnCage.com 




Millions Demand America^ Purest 
Silver Dollar. Shouldn’t You? 

Secure Your New 2015 Eagle Silver Dollars Now! 


M illions of people collect the American 
Eagle Silver Dollar. In fact it s been the 
country’s most popular Silver Dollar for over 
two decades. Try as they might, that makes it 
a very hard “secret” to keep quiet. And right 
now, many of those same people are lining up 
to secure the brand new 2015 U.S. Eagle Silver 
Dollars — placing their orders now to ensure 
that they get America s newest Silver DoUar — 
in stunning Brilliant Uncirculated condition 
— before millions of others beat them to it. 

America’s Brand New 
Silver Dollar 

This is a strictly limited release of one of 
the most beautiful silver coins in the world. 
Today you have the opportunity to secure 
these massive, hefty one full Troy ounce 
U.S. Silver Dollars in Brilliant Uncirculated 
condition. The nearly 100-year-old design 
features walking Lady Liberty draped in a 
U.S. flag, while the other side depicts a 
majestic US. Eagle, thirteen stars, and 
an American shield. 

But the clock is ticking... 

The Most Affordable 
Precious Metal 

Silver is by far the most affordable of 
all precious metals — and each full Troy 
ounce American Eagle Silver Dollar is 
government guaranteed for its 99.9% 
purity, authenticity, and legal tender status. 

A Coin Flip You Can’t 
Afford to Lose 

Why are we releasing the most popular 
Silver Dollar in America for a shocking 
low introductory price? To introduce you 
to what hundreds of thousands of smart 


collectors and satisfied customers have 
known since 1984 — GovMint.com is 
the best source for coins worldwide. 

Timing is Everything 

Our advice? Keep this to yourself The more 
people who know about this offer, the worse 
for you. Demand for Silver Eagles in recent 
years has shattered records. Experts predict 
that 2015 Silver Eagles may break them once 
again. Our supplies are limited and there is a 
strict limit of 50 per household. 

30-Day Money-Back 
Guarantee 

You must be 100% satisfied with your 
2015 American Eagle Silver Dollars or 
return them within 30 days of receipt for 
a prompt refund (less s/h). Don’t miss out 
on this exciting new release. Call immediately 
to secure these American Eagle Silver 
Dollars NOW! 

2015 American Eagle 
Silver Dollar BU. 43+:^ ca. 

Introductory Price $19.95 ea. 

(plus s/h) {UMYT 10) 

Additional 201 5 Silver Eagle B U Dollars 
may be purchased for $21.95 each (plus 
s/h). Limited to 50 total coins per household. 

For fastest service, call today toll-free 

1 - 800 - 956-7267 


Offer Code PEG253-05 

Please mention this code when you call. 


GovMint.com' 


GovMint.com '14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. PEG253-05 ■ Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. 

NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued 
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of 
January 2015. ©2015 GovMint.com. 


THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE” 
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America’s Largest Firearm 

QPj Magazine and Accessory 
Closeout Liouidator! 


SPORTS 


Flat Rate Accessory Shipping ONLY PER ORDER! 


1911 Gov T 

Fhite Pearlite 

CUSTOM GRIPS 

Smooth Finish 
Fancy Pearlite 
Brand New MF6 

$1099 

^#AJ A 12111/P 


Indian Ford 

2^/^" AUS6A Blade 


Polished Stainless 

Stainless with Mother of Pearl Inlay 

Proven Lock Back Design 
Built-In Lanyard Hole 
Clip Point Blade Design 

Reg. 

31/2 » Closed ^ #ker2i 
Only 2 . 7 oz ^ ssmopx 


AR-15 Flat Top 

I Tactical Ring Mount 

i l5 Times The Strength 
OF Traditional Rings 

Also Fit Any CiinrD 

, PiCATINNY 

ll^crfoii. Rails |||FFY 
\ 1” OR 30mm with 
f Removable Inserts 

^^V^^V#TAR80 


I Extra 
High 
Tall 
Rings 


3-9x40 Camo 

40mm Objective^ i"tube^ 


A i-Mn# Tactical I 

^SaVE 507o'^Mft-Dor 
Quick & Easy ZIP Focus Reticle i 

1/4" MOA @ 100yd Adjustments 
13.2” Overall • 3x-9x Magnification 
T6 Aircraft Aluminum Alloy MFG 
Coated Lenses For Light Transmission 
Includes Free Camo Coated Lens Caps 


FREE$* 

Camo Tactical" 
High See-Thru 
Scope Rings 


#JC39 

X40B 


4x32 Lighted 


I Mil-Dot 


^RGET 

TAclmd 

Built-In Back-Up Sight System! 

Green Fiber Optic Front* Adjustable Reai^ 

1 Fogproof* Shockproof -Waterproof THREE 

_ Light 
L Levels 
j Multi 
I Coated* 

' Lenses 

Aircraft Grade 
Aluminum Body 
Built to Withstand \ 

Y Recoil 


On Both Sides of Optic 

fPr \ $( 

\ I Green 

1 0R Red 
Mil-Dot 


Built-In Base Mounting Rail 


#TAR 

207 


Rl i^rF: It’ American,^ 

✓ Three Luo 70 Degree i 


Lightweight Grey Digital Camo 


✓ Matte Blue Metalwork 

'✓ 4RD Rotary Mag ^ 2 -PlECE I/YeAVER STYLE SCOPE MOUNT 
✓ Se«£ Tans Safety ,270 WINCHESTER 
Ruger® Marksman Adjustable^” 3 - 5 lb Trigger 
✓ Grey Digital Camo Lightweight Synthetic Stock 
✓ 22" Hammer Forged Free Floating Blue Barrel W 


mifiEK No. I-S 22’ 

American VYalnut Checkered 


Medium Heavy Barrel 


^ Sling Swivel Studs 

Single Shot 9.3x74R Calirer 
Dlue t\ wm wwiiii 

Sporting Style Buttpad»Grip Cap W 

1/4 Rib Integral Scope Mount System Below 

Strong, Simple, Compact Breech System ^ ^ ^ cost! 


Mos^erg 500 Defense 


Gold Bead 
Front Sight 


12 Gauge*20” Barrel 

3" Magnum Chamber* 1 -Cylinder Choke Tube 

All Use Browning 
Winchester Chokes 


MFG By Target Sports 


#TAR 

MOSl 


l^muigton SlO Defense 


12 Gauge*20’ 

Gold Bead Front Sight 
Matte Blue 


D ID Fast & Easy 

BARREL 


Shown with Optional 
Heat Shield Installed 

^#TAR213 


MFG By Target Sports 

Cylinder Bore Defense 

Shoot 2^/^" Shells In 2^/'*” Receivers or 
3 ” Mag/2^/^” Shells In 3" Mag Receivers 9^ 099 

With Optional Polymer Heat Shield # 7 


Mossberg 500 Hunting 

12 Gauge 20 3 Barrels 
Full Length Vented Rib 

3” Magnum Chamber 
Gold Bead Front Sight 

1-Modified Choke Tube ^ M ^ ^ 


MFG By Target Sports 


#TAR 

M0S3 


^m^^RTOHUNTlNG 

12 Gauge 26” or 128” Vent Rir Barrels 

3” Magnum Chamber* Bead Front Sight* 1-Modified Choke Tube 

26 ” #TAR277 OR 28 ” #TAR276 

MFG By Target Sports^ 

All Use Browning or VV 

Winchester Chokes Above 


Your 

Choice 


Choke Tore Set with 

yViNCmSTER Carry 

12Ga 
Flush 
Fit 

Full • Modified • Extra Full 
Skeet* Improved Modified 


Won't Fit Invector Plus ^4 

5 Invector Tures^ 
Plus FREE Caddy 


)99 

F^#WIN5PK 


8-Choke Sets 

12 Gauge 


FLUSH FIT 

Full* Light Full •Sheet 
L - Cylinder •Improved Cylinder 
Modified* Light Modified 
AND Improved Modified 

Save ^35 with Set 
FREE Camo Caddy 


2” Extended 

Improved Modified Lead TORKEY/TRAP 


BONUS 

Improved Modified Lead — 

Internal $^099 
Flush Fit 


r#BER8PK 


'WiNCrtisUk Ranger 

3-Golor Interchangeable Lens 

Meets US Military Requirements 


Clear, Amber j 
& Smoke LensI 

Polycarbonate } 
Anti-Fog I 


High Performance 


} Lens 


Comfortable 
& Secure FitC^ 
Adjustable ^9 
Temple Tip 

Winchester Protective 
Case with Belt Clip 


199 

#WIN3 

024058 


’WmCH£ST£R 

Personal Hearing Protection 

Pink Corded 
Ear Plugs 

1 26dB Protection 

\ Soft Silicone Gel 
FOR Comfortable Use 
Great Protection AT 
Home or at the Range 


#WIN99892 


ISSCM-22 Prsmi 

22lr* Tactical Accessory Rail* mOrd Mag 
Adjustable Rear Sight* White Dot Front Sight 


/ /FREE Laser 
f B Pink Knife 

Match Rahhel 


199 


Pink 

Fbame 


ORDER ONLINE 24/7 @ www.cdnnsports.com OR CALL 800-588-9500 




America’s Largest Firearm 
Magazine and Accessory 


CDRilM 

SPORTS If Closeout Liquidator! 

If you are not currently receiving the Ship From 

e-mail specials from CDNN Sports, Inc. In\^tory! 

YOU are missing the BEST DEALS on NO 3RD 

shooting related products... plain and simple. Parties! 


Flat Rate Accessory Shipping ONLY ^9^^ PER ORDER! 


Mags In Stock 

iQTO Polymer 

AR-15 

20rd $^99 

i Black fcS 

7 


I 

^^^■SOrd 

Black 

$*799 

OR Tan 


^ UlKiEIt: 

lO/ZZ® BX-25«X2 

SOrd Pair 

Stainless Steel Feed Lips 

22lr» Constant Force 
Stainless Steel Spring 
Easily Disassembled 

Anti-TriT Follower 

■p^^2-25RD=50RDs Total 


99 

Rare 

Factory 


V^^ChIP liicCORMICK 

1911 CLASSIC 

Commander 8 Gov’t 

45acp 8rd 

Floorplate Screw Holes 
To Accept Bumper Pads 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Flat Bottom Design 

Rlue Stainless 
St eel Steel 

9XX” $1499 


AK-47 30rd 

^Phosphate 

M762x39 

Steel Ribbed 
Asian MFG 
Rare Finish! 

Wi 


1/2 $099 

EE 


Price 


Enter To Win Todays Just Sign-Up For Our Specials! 


WITH 2-30rd Hi-Caps 

Hard To Get! & Tactical Rail 

Sign Up For Our E-Mail Specials to Enter 
TPLUS Buy The Best Gun Industry Deals TODAY! 
Drawing To Be Held 5/31/15 @ 12:00 Noon cst 

No purchase necessary to win. Only one registration per household. 
[Must be shipped to a registered FFL Dealer. Must be 21 or older to win. 

t This Contest Is VOID Where Prohibited By Local, State or Federal Law. 


Custom AR-15 M4 Upper NATO 5.50x45 

R^ aiMgyagni ✓ 16" M4 Contour Barrel 

✓ Match Grade Precision Upper 

Complete with M4 Feed Ramps, Forward i * * ^ A2 Birdcage Flash Hider 

Assist and Ejection Port Dust Cover Y' PHOSPHATE FINISH ✓ CARBINE Length Gas Tube 


LWRC Carbine 
Length Quad Rail! 


Black #cusuc 
Coyote Brown ^ 

#CUSCB 


*99 


99 


German GSG SCHMEISSER STG-44 

Rlue Metalwork 1-2Srd HhCAP Mas _ easy Adjustable Ibon Siohts 


I Cardboard^, 
Box Only! 


22lr Carbine 
16.5” Barrel 

Manufactured As Close To Original Specs As Possible 

German Quality Sporting Guns 

The STG-44 (Sturmgewehr 44) was | 
developed in NAZI Germany during I 
WWII and was the first “Storm” (or 
Assault) rifie to see major deployment 

GSG STG-44 

J rSCHMEISSER 
'22lr*25rd 

Brand New Factory 
Quality German MFG 
Black Polymer 
Construction 


Only 37.2” 
Overall Length 

Real I/i/ooden Stock and Pistol Grip 


299 


German GSG SCHMEISSER 
STG-44 22lr 16.5” Carbine I 


Same Gun 

„ , - But Shipped 

Beautiful Workmanship ■ (|g 

f » Made WWII 

* ^ (BP Style Pine 

' Crate! 




German GSG STG-44 
SCHMEISSER Mgunt 

Black Finish 


Factory Fit 

11-Slot Picatinny Rail 
Replaces Rear Sight 

“iS‘$'f099 

Install! 


' #6ER4 
440109 


ADVANCED 
ARMAMENT 
CORPORATION • 


3G0:BLACK0UT 

If^mingtonMFG Model 7 Rifle 

Factory Mounted Rail ' " 


Thread Protector Included 


Swivel Studs 
^Adjustable Comb Synthetic Stock 

’ X-Mark Pro™ 3.5lb Trigger 

Protective Nitride Finish on Barrel, Bore, and Chamber 

IS” SR 1:7 Twist 5/8-24 Threaded Barrel 


te2iDw Cost 

Only 35” Overall Length 
Accurate, Lightweight & Compact 


£649 


Was 

^899 


60,000 PiSTGLS 
In Stgck and 
Ready Td Ship! 
17?^* SI Gdld Cup 
22lr Pistdl 

J 

fFlNISH I 
' Barrel 
1~12rd Hi-Cap 
Wrap-Around Grips 
Thumb & Grip Safety 
Adjustable Rear Sight 


;289 


Was 

$499 


'WfNCH£ST£ft 

Electronic Hearing Protection 
Fully Adiustable 
For Custom Fit 
Lightweight For 
CM nn Wearing Comfort 
Easily Adjust Volume 
To Desired Level! 

Durable Construction I 

25dB Protection \ 

Was ( 

$3^99 ^ 

Below Cost 


^^WIN 

99779 


wKK 


10/22® KIK 
Factory Laser 

Seamlessly Integrates On Your Rifle 

Easily Adjusts for approximately two 

I/Yindase & Elevation tIme^'^^^ 

Provides Two View Out 

Rails iooyds 

I For Additional | 

Accessories 
Attaches By ' 

Swapping Out 
Your Existing P 
Barrel Band ^ 

Helps All Shooters ( 

Improve Accuracy | 

From Novice to Experts 

Battery Included ^ 


|99l 

#RUG 

904174 


Black Compact 
Pocket Holster 

Fits In Your Pocket 
! i To Provide Protection 
& For Your Pocket Pistol 

IOnly 5” Tall 

Fits Kahr, 
Huger, North 
Y American Arms, 
^Beretta & Similar 
Style Sub Compact \ 
Pocket Pistols 


ORDER ONLINE 24/7 @ www.cdnnsportSsCom OR CALL 800-588-9500 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 
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World's 1®* 


Self-Feeding Chipper 
For Homeowners! 



DR® RAPID-FEED " CHIRPERS 

devour branches up to 5-/i" thick! 

OVERSIZED, VERTICAL HOPPER self- 
feeds most branches to save you time and 
energy. 

TOP-DISCHARGING for easily depositing 
chips into a truck, trailer, or into the woods. 

3X FASTER than ordinary chippers, thanks 
to powerful engines and massive, energy- 
boosting flywheels. 


TRACTOR OWNERS 

3-Point Hitch models too. 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


TOLL-FREE 

800-423-0358 

DRchipper.com 




' 0 ve goi you {c- 

DiMomFR 

Forlhidw , 

«d ^ 


pRealtree® 
'•Advantage® 
•Digital Military 
"14 Camos & 14 solid colo 

100% Waterproof 
Cordura N]^on 

1-800^73U78i 


SlIATCOVEIIS 


tf 

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES. 
www.smokeybear.com 


ft Cilirvi. 





Franklin D. 

^ Roosevelt ^ 


The only four-term president, 
FDR led America through the 
Great Depression and WWII. 


Special dtrer^ortJew^ustomers cfniy 

5fYES! Please send me a Complete Uncirculated 
8-Coin Set of 2014 P&D Presidential Dollars at FACE 
VALUE OF ONLY $8.00 - regularly UHK plus Free 
Shipping (limit one set). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 
2015 Homestead National Monument Quarter (one per 
customer, please). 

_IPg. Adcf Custom 2007-Date Presidential 
Dollar Display Folders for $2.95 - 
regularly iMf - and SA VE! 


.er VDiie pei 

ff 


Please print your complete name and address clearly 

Address Apt# 

City State Zip 

E-Mail 


COLLECTORS SET 

8 for $8 

at Face Value! 


Get a Comp lete 8-Coin Set of 2014 Presidential Dollars at face 

value of $8! You’ll receive Uncirculated Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D” 
issues of all four 2014 designs - honoring Presidents Warren G. Harding, 
Calvin Coohdge, Herbert Hoover and Frankhn D. Roosevelt! These 2014 
coins were struck for 3 months each and will never be minted again. Get the 
8-coin year set at FACE VALUE - limit one set! 

SAVE 65% plus receive a FREE GIFT 
Order your Complete Uncirculated 8-coin set today at face value of OMY $8 and 
SAVE 65% off the regular price of Plus, respond within 30 days and get a 
FREE Uncirculated 2015 Homestead National Monument of America quarter. This 
monument, located in Nebraska, honors the Homestead Act of 1862 and the pioneers 
who claimed land, helping ftiel America’s westward expansion. 

You’ll also receive our My illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating 
selections from our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval Service, 
from which you may purchase any or none of the coins - 
return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel at any time. 

Order your complete 8-coin set and SAVE! 

Mail coupon today or order online at: 
www.LittletonCoin. com/specials 
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 

Get a FREE Uncirculated 2015 
Homestead Quarter 
when you order within 30 days 


□ Check or Money Order payable to 
Littleton Coin Company 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Discover Network 

Card No. Exp. Date /_ 


1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 rmn 


Please send coupon to: 

Littleton Coin Co?, Dept. 3TN402 

IE 1309 Mt. Eustis Rd, Littleton NH 03561-3737 
America's Favorite Coin Source • trusted since 1945 


QTY 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

TOTAL 1 

1 

8-Coin Collectors Set (limit i set) 

$8.00 ‘ 

$8.00 


Display Folders - SAVE 15% 

$2.95 


FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOTAL 

j 










STUMP REMOVAL 
FASTSi EASY! 



DR” STUMP GRINDER 

ELIMINATE IsrTctscapeeyesofK. 
EXPAND lawn areas. 

OPEN UPfidds and moadcnws. 
REMOVE mewing Iwa^ijs. 

FREE 

SHIPPING H<mtafor 

FpiLMWrna § Nh^ndlS! 

Call for FREE Catalog and DVD! 

800-423-0358 

DRstumpgrinder.com 


KILL LAKE WEEDS 

Pmvgn AQUACIDE PELLETS. 

glze perliab. Worfc at any c^pth. 


10 lb. bag treats up to 

4.000 sq.ft. $85.00. 

50 lb. bag treats up to 

20.000 sq.ft. $334.00. 
FREE SHIPPING! 
Certified and approved by 
state agencies. State permit 
may be required. Registered 
with the Federal E.P.A. 


KillLakeWeeds.com 


Order online today or request free information. 




800-328-9350 B 

AQUACIDE CO. 


Catch More Fish 


with FishSeeUV" I 



NEW 2015 
FishSeeUV™ 
Vibrant Imagi " 
Spinners 


Predatory fish see bait fish with Ultra Violet 
Vision. So larger Trout, Boss, Salmon, 
Steelheod, Crappy, etc. will strike our 
FishSeeUVTM Vibrant Imoge^'^ lures 
ferociously. Color graphics are digitally 
applied into the point for extreme durability 
and detail for oil fishing conditions. 


SPECIAL OFFER: Vibrant ImogeT^ 6-Pack Kit. 
Pre-packed in 3 sizes. 2 each in 1/16 oz., 

1 /8 oz. & 1 /4 oz. in assorted colors. 

Just $19.99 + $6.95 S&H. 


PantherMartin.com 

19 N. Columbia St. 

Port Jefferson, NY 1 1 777 
Ph (631)473-7308 Dept. 
Fox (631) 473-7398 FS045L 



Watch 
FishSeeUV™ 
in action 



SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. 


No more vVfe^tlingy^^^ 
a walk-behinci tiller! 


Attention Gardeners! Tiller Users! 


DR® ROTO-HOG " POWER TILLER 

TILLS TWICE AS WIDE as most walk-behind tillers. 
PUTS NO STRAIN on you because your towing 
vehicle does all the work. 

TINE DEPTH ADJUSTS EASILY and precisely 
from your driver’s seat. 

ATV, or 
garden 
tractor. 


America's #1 
Selling Brush 
Mower for 
Over 25 
Years! 


20 HP, 
V-Twin 
model 


ONLY the DR® Field 
and Brush Mower has... 

UNSTOPPABLE POWER to mow down saplings 
up to 3" thick. 

A LOCKABLE DIFFERENTIAL for easy turning 
and go-anywhere traction. 

4-SEASON FUNCTIONALITY with quick-change 
attachments. 

l-LliWIIIMiiaBI 


Rated #1 in Vacuum Power 
Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 
Stores Flat in Minutes 
Converts to a Utility Trailer 


The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum 

is designed from the top 
down to make yard clean 
up easier, faster, and more 
thorough than ever before. 
And for a limited time we are 
offering them at incredible 
low introductory prices! 


NEW 

Models 


Starting at 

*1,299®» 


SHIPPING 


Try a DR® at Home for 6 Months! 


when you buy DR equipment, you get 6 months to 
make sure it’s the right product for you. If you’re not 
100% satisfied, we’ll take it back. No questions asked. 

CALL FOR DETAILS. 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes models, product specifications, and special factory-direct offers. 


TOLL 

FREE 


800-423-0358 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 
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CAN YOU HAVE PERMANENT OR 
ENLARGEMENT FOR A LIFETIME? 


Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger and can have 
enlargement for a lifetime when you continue to take PRO-i-PLUS PILLS. 
Size can be bigger in less than 40 days. Special 360 days prices. 
Choose Original, Advanced or Ultimate. 


What a dijference 3" makes. I ^ 

REACH YOUR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 



PRO+PLUS LQ 
ACCELERATOR LIQUID 

Works with any Pro+Plus Pills. 

FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY 
OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 


PRO+PLUS XTREME 

For Immediate Erections. 

I Effective Up To 12 Hours. 

FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA 


PR 0 + 

..iii 



. .. . 

www.proplusinedical.com r;£^^ 


EVAVAVI^ 1. 1 .1 X.J 1 1 I [ft: 1 KH«J 1 1 

' CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME 

se Habla Espahol 

*1-800-378-4689 

' ‘L:i 81_8-34?-202^9 ^-5£m psi (mj=) _ 

SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 54FAA 
Box 769 Woodland Hills, CA 91365 
I I Check □ Money Order Q Cash 


PRO+PLUS MYTMAX 

TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER 
Increases Sex Drive and Performance. 

SUPER FORMULAS 
SPECIAL OFFER 
See FREE Special Below 

ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromones make 
women desire you. 

SEXCITER LIQUID Excites women. 
PERFORM ULTRA CREAM Erection Cream 
myTmax 

Testosterone 
Booster 



I’m Brenda, 

My husband 
completely satisfies 
me. Hear how 

(888) 242-0469 


I’m Linda 

My boyfriend is 
always ready when I g# 
am. Hear how. 

(888) 241-9548 


Phone & Internet Orders specify 
products and dept, code (shown left, 
next to company name). 


Original Advanced 

For men who are For the men with 
now 6 inches or a size less than 
more. average. 



Quantity 


CREDIT CARD NO. I I Visa I I MasterCard I I Am ex I I Discover 


60 Days Supply 
1 20 Days Supply 
240 Days Supply 
360 Days Supply 





Ultimate 

For men with any size penis. 

Does Not Contain Yohimbe 
And L-Arginine. 

□ $80 $ 

P $1 40 $ 

P $200 $ 

□ $240 $ 


EXPIRES: Month/Year 


CVS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on 
back of card or 4-digits on front of Amex 


NAME (print) (I am over 18 and agree to the terms of avidpromedical.com) 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


EMAIL ADDRESS (optional) PHONE NUMBER (optional) 

Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail. Foreign Orders — Add $25.00 S&H. 

COPYRIGHT ©1996 PRO+PLUS is a trade name of Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. 
These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, cure or prevent any disease. 


PRO-fPLUS XTREME FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO + PLUS FORMULA 

1 Bottle (8 Capsules) $14.95 FREE □ $ 

1 Bottle 48 Capsules $48.75 $ 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 

1 Bottle $25.00 each FREEn $ 

Super Formulas Select ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus PINs Order. 

Three Free With Any 360 Days Supply Of Pro+Plus PINs 

Sexciter Liquid to Excite Women $25.00 each FREE^ 

Attract-A- Mate to Attract Women $25.00 each FREEf 

Perform Enhancement Cream $25.00 each FREE[ 

TOTAL PURCHASE: $_ 

CA Residents add 9% sales tax: $ 

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $ 14.95 


TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $_ 


V97W 
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For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 800-445-2714 or 212-779-5510. 




3 FREE OVDS 




adamandeve.com 











'^^odular safes 
that assemble 
anywhere. 

lE-grunto SS-gTin. Shipp^el to tout tfoor. 
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A 


“A ffvent InveilmenL 

The the 

Supev Tirtm XL blew* 

my Whal a neat 

ayatemL Perfect tor my 
aeeda.'* 

TrfiPl; nCollfoTHl# 



www.snopsafo.com er call l-e77.2L4^470 







FSeS /// SPORTSMAN'S MARKETPLACE 

For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 800-445-2714 or 212-779-5510. 



F&S DESTINATIONS 

To advertise call Eric Genova at 212-779-7172 ext 221 or egenova@mediapeople.com 


REAL ESTATE 


#1 in Quality 
& Price. 

in the U.S.A. 

Spisftemfa 

I "cAmo eovcii 

1 6 Camo Patterns 
Available 

100% Money Back 
Guarantee 

f 500 Cordura Nylon 


-492-4849' 

_I 


GENERAL 


United States 

FREE! Ozarks' largest real estate catalog. 
Affordable getaway properties of all types. 

www.onlineoml.com, 1-800-591-4047. 


Canada 

Beautiful and Affordable Canadian Fishing + 
Hunting Properties Call Wuerch Properties at 
705-544-7410 or www.wuerch.com 


Help Vi^ted 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS 

from home. For free information, send SASE: 
HOME ASSEMBLY-ES Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 


www.fieldandstream.com 


TerraTrike* 

"Wvwturie ts 
wortliwhile in itself 



Rediscover the joy and 
freedom of cycling! 


FRftCATAytKi; S00-$4^10 TariTiib.(wn 



Compact Pontoon Boots 
Ultra Stable 4 Pontoon Design 
All Aluminum Lengths: 12i and 15T 
700 to 900 lb Capacity 
Weighs 350Ibs. 
lOHp. Rating 

Duck Hunters (Olive Drab available) 
Complete dock systems and 
dock floats available. 

Toll Free: 877-407-8645 

www.hotwoods.com 



PcsOutdoors.com 

Trapping, Predator Calling and 
Firearm Supply SUPERSTORE. 

Also check out our Newest Divion: 

www.firebirdshootingsupply.coi 
or call us at 989-569-3482" 





Live Bait 


Producing quality live fishing bait since 1951. 
Mealworms, Mighty Mealys, 
Waxworms, and Spikes. 

Grubco Inc. 800-222-3563 
WWW. grubco . com 


Poultry 


Meyer Hatchery Pull line of poultry, game birds 
& poultry equipment. Pree Catalog 
1-888-568-9755. www.MeyerHatchery.com 
626 St. Rt. 89, Polk, OH 44866 


MOUNTAIN STATES 


Elk Hunts 

Cows & Trophy Bulls 
Starting at $1,500 
No license required. 
Central Minnesota 
Sept - Mar 866-806-7973 
.www.mccoyhuntingranch.com 


MONTANA 


THE SOUTH 


TENNESSEE WILD BOAR HUNTING 
IN THE CUMBERLAND MOUNTAINS 

CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE • P.O. BOX 2008 • CLARKRANGE, TN 38553 

• MEMBER: NAHC/NRA/SCI 

• LARGE, RUSTIC LODGE 
•FULL SERVICE TAXIDERMY 
•MEAT PROCESSING 
•SPECIALIZING IN WILD BOAR 
AND EXOTIC SHEEP & GOAT HUNTING 

CALL OR WRITE KEN MOODY, CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE, 

931-863-3203 www.kenmoodv.com 


ONTARIO 



FBEEDOH COIINm 

20 Acres in WESTERN MONTANA, famous trout fishing 
streams, backpacking, camping, reknown Hunting 
privileges (elk, deer, moose, bear). ONLY $500 down 
payment with 1-YR. FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Call toll FREE for colored brochure or visit us on the WEB 
at www.treasurestateranchesmt.com. 

Monthly Payments made to fit your budget! 

Call us today for a FREE 
color borchure 1-800-592-5990 
www.treasurestateranchesmt.com 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Ave., - Dept. FS 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1 000 


NORTHEAST 



Fishing Packag^Z4app 

A n^iuQ Rr A Ninhtc-Includes: room or cabin, 

4 uays & ^ Nignis-boat, motor, bait, gas & ice 
(except March 15 - May 20) $30gpp 
Rooms or Cabins • Clubhouse • Kitchens 
Free cookout every Mon. & Thurs. during season 

NEW! Early Spring Pkg. 

March 15 -March 28 fiivonn 
2 Days & 2 Nights 
Cypress Point Resort 

731-253-6654 1-800-394-1886 

Call Jill for special group pricing 

email: cypressp@usit.net 
www.cypresspointresort.com 
3535 State Route 21 E 
Tiptonville, TN 38079 


. ‘ilk-fcEnrplli 

■ ’.t.VJl 



l-d- 

WWW.WHEATONStodqE.COIVI 

The nation’s finest smallmouth bass and landlocked 
salmon fishing in a relaxed and friendly setting. 
Great food. Comfortable cottages, competent guides. 



Field & Stream reserves the right to refuse 
any advertising order. Only publication 
of an advertisement shall constitute final 
acceptance of an order. Publication does 
not constitute an agreement for continued 
publication. All orders are subject to the 
applicable rate card, copies of which are 
available upon request sent to the address 
provided. Field & Stream, 2 Park Avenue, 
New York, NY 10016. 
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THE BEAR 
ESSENTIALS 

Hunting is changing, but I’ve got 
a way to stay grounded By Bill Heavey 

RECENTLY RETURNED from the annual SHOT 
(Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trade) Show in Las 
Vegas. It’s a four-day orgy of stuff you don’t need. Yet. 
But if the marketing guys push the right buttons, you’ll change 
your mind. Weird as it is, SHOT is a core sample of the American 
outdoorsman’s psyche. And what we secretly long to be is one of 
two things: an elite sniper, or the first member of a three-man 
SWAT team through the door. The identity of the enemy is un- 
clear, but it doesn’t matter. What does is that we are up to the 
mission. We are professionals, immune to either fear or pity. We 
are competent, lethal, not to be messed with. And all that stands 
between us and our heroic best selves is the proper hardware: ARs 
in exotic calibers — the 6.5 Grendel, the .300 Blackout — that bris- 
tle with night scopes, lasers, computerized ballistics calculators, 
and silencers the size of salamis. 

By the time I got home, I felt strangely tainted. I’d been ex- 
posed to too much technology, too much of the invisible desire 
machine that makes us want it. So I did what I’ve done every few 
years for about four decades. I dipped back into the flat-out best 
hunting story ever written, William Eaulkner’s “The Bear.” 

I warn you. Eaulkner is everything that SHOT is not. He 
doesn’t give a damn about being user-friendly. If anything, he 
goes out of his way to be difficult. His stream-of-consciousness 
style veers from reality to myth and back again. He’ll uncork a 
page-long sentence without warning. He often dispenses with fact 
entirely in pursuit of truths larger than mere facts. If you’re con- 
fused, you’ve got company. Scholars still debate whether the thing 
is a long short story or a short novel. It often reads as if Eaulkner 
wrote “The Bear” for an audience of one — himself. 

But it’s worth the whistle. Whatever his faults, Faulkner has 
hunting in his marrow. Read this description of wilderness and 
hunters who go there “with the will and hardihood to endure and 
the humility and skill to survive, and the dogs and the bear and 
deer juxtaposed and reliefed against it, ordered and compelled by 
and within the wilderness in the ancient and unremitting contest 
according to the ancient and immitigable rules which voided all 
regrets and brooked no quarter.” 

Told you. 

The story unfolds through the eyes of Ike — first as a boy of 10, 
then as an accomplished woodsman of 16. He is the youngest in a 
group of hunters who journey each fall to the Big Bottom to run 
dogs on deer and other game. To Ike, hunting isn’t a pastime. The 
woods are his school, his path to manhood, his only possible sal- 
vation. He is ravenous for the skill, humility, and pride by which a 
man may prove worthy of being called a hunter. For as long as Ike 
has been alive, the main event of the annual trip has been the hunt 



for Old Ben, who is not just a bear, but the bear. He’s a mythic 
creature, the spirit of the wilderness made flesh — ancient, indomi- 
table, destructive, elusive, light-years beyond such man-made 
concepts as good or evil. He has absorbed countless charges of 
ball, shot, and bullets, all “with no more effect than so many peas 
blown through a tube by a child.” The hunters no longer expect to 
kill Old Ben. The chase is more ceremony than hunt, an offering 
to the ancient primacy and unfathomable power of the natural 
world. And these same men — and, by extension, all men — have 
already doomed the wilderness. They — we — don’t hesitate to ex- 
ploit and destroy it for their own gain. 

I won’t ruin the story by telling you how it ends. It will lift your 
soul even as it breaks your heart, the way hunting exalts your skill 
as it sears you with knowledge that the world won’t miss a beat at 
your exit. 

It’s tough to explain why you love a given book, especially one 
as convoluted and difficult as this one. I reread “The Bear” be- 
cause it affirms things I believe. Because it articulates them better 
and more deeply than I can. Because underlying every word I feel 
Faulkner’s knowledge that hunting is how certain men fill a need 
felt by all of us — to connect an individual consciousness to the 
universal one, the one that has always been and will be, the one 
whose powers, rhythms, and mysteries move all things. 

Even when Ike is sent back to the city to replenish the hunters’ 
store of whiskey, the mere fact of clearing weather and the pros- 
pect of hunting make his world more vivid. “He felt the old lift of 
the heart, as pristine as ever, as on the first day; he would never 
lose it, no matter how old in hunting and pursuit: the best, the best 
of all breathing, the humility and the pride.” 

There is no Faulkner booth at the SHOT Show. Maybe there 
ought to be. © 
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YDUR FISHING STORY SHOULDN'T 
END IN THE EMERGENCY ROOM. 




3G POLARIZED LENS MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 


Eye injuries among sportsmen are a common occurrence. That’s why every Wiiey X styie meets stringent ANSI Z871 
shatterproof safety standards and many meet the miiitary’s VD baiiistic standard. That’s max eye protection on the water 
and in the fieid. No wonder Wiiey X is a favorite of bass pros, shooters, champion drivers and eiite miiitary forces. 


ABSOLUTE. PREMIUM. PRDTECTIDN. 

WILEYX.CDM 


CcSeiai. 



^GANDEHmtk. 

WE LIVE OUTDOORS 


WILEYX.CDM 


i 2D15 Wiley X, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 






"I once caught a fish this big" 
since 1971. 


For over 40 years, Shell Rotella® has been a heavy-duty engine oil 
you depend on to haul boats, tackle, gear and whatever you need to 
play hard. Today, our work continues with Shell Rotella® T6. It's our 
hardest working oil yet, with improved temperature protection, our 
best cleanliness and wear protection, and up to 1.5% in fuel economy 
savings. That's an oil you can trust every day, whether the fish are 
biting or not. Learn more atwww.rotella.com 


THE SYNTHETIC ENGINE OIL THAT 
AS YOU. 



